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A LABOR minister has been caught out
ordering his driver to chauffeur his dogs
120km between his Parkdale home and
country house.

Corrections Minister Steve Herbert was
last night forced to issue a grovelling apolo-
gy for using his taxpayer-funded car as a
taxi service for the pooches. 

The bizarre arrangement would see
Patch and Ted ferried around by an official
government driver while Mr Herbert was
at work.

When approached by the Herald Sun
yesterday, Mr Herbert initially justified the
two-hour trips, saying “it suited the driver
occasionally to pick up the dogs when she
was doing nothing”.

“Quite frankly, there was absolutely no
issue and if she didn’t want to do it, she
didn’t have to,” the minister, whose salary
package is worth more than $320,000, said.

Asked how many times it had hap-
pened, he said: “No idea, not the foggiest.”

But just hours later, Premier Daniel

Andrews’s government went into damage
control and Mr Herbert apologised, admit-
ting that the trips might have been beyond
the pale.

“On reflection, this use of the minis-
terial car does not meet community expec-
tations and I apologise,” he said.

The Herald Sun can reveal the chauffeur
would take the dogs from Parkdale to
Trentham, before returning to the city to
pick up Mr Herbert and take him to his
“cute little” pets.

On one occasion, a driver was even
asked to take the dogs for a walk.

It comes as we can reveal that Mr Her-
bert’s third driver in less than two years has
made a complaint to her superiors about
his behaviour.

She has since quit working for him, with
Mr Herbert saying she was concerned he
had “raised (his) voice” at her.
CONTINUED PAGE 4
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A source said the Northern
Victoria MP was regarded
among parliamentary drivers
as “very difficult to work with”.

The revelations place pres-
sure on Mr Andrews to investi-
gate Mr Herbert’s actions after
he forced Adem Somyurek out
of Cabinet over his treatment
of his chief of staff.

At the time, the Premier
said: “As a government we
have set the standard on these
issues and, be in no doubt,
every member of my team will
meet those standards.”

Opposition Leader Mat-
thew Guy said last night: “If
Daniel Andrews practised
what he preached, he’d sack
this minister without delay.”

He said Mr Herbert’s use of
his ministerial car was “arro-
gant and totally out of touch”.

Mr Herbert initially tried to
explain the pet transport ser-
vice away, saying: “I have a
house in the country and in the
city and it suited the driver oc-
casionally to pick up the dogs
when she was doing nothing,
rather than go home and then
come back again.”

Asked if it was appropriate,
he said: “They didn’t have to.
The alternative was that I
could have gone home and
then come back.”

But the Herald Sun under-
stands Mr Herbert was re-
cently told to stop letting his
dogs ride in the ministerial car.

Asked if he was aware of the
complaint about his behaviour,
Mr Herbert said: “I think (she)
indicated that I raised my voice
to her, I understand it was
something like that, but I
haven’t seen anything like that
and it’s not the case,” he said.

The Department of Premier
and Cabinet said last night it
had not received a complaint
from a driver.
tom.minear@news.com.au

THE idea that politicians are 
entitled to a taxpayer-funded 
chauffeur is enough to make 
some voters barking mad. 

But what about a politician
ordering that chauffeur to 
ferry his dogs across the state?

Training, Skills and Correc-
tions Minister Steve Herbert 
initially seemed blissfully un-
aware of a problem when he 
told the Herald Sun yesterday 
that his driver, when “doing 
nothing”, was happy to pick up 
pooches Patch and Ted. 

Wow.
A few hours later, as Prem-

ier Daniel Andrews’s office 

Remember the scandal of
Bronny and Choppergate, in 
which it emerged that taxpay-
ers were billed for flying the 
then Speaker of the House of 
Representatives to Victoria for 
a political fundraiser? 

That saga dragged on for 
weeks, and caused both Bishop 
and the then prime minister, 
Tony Abbott, significant politi-
cal damage.

At least in Bishop’s case, 
she was the one inside the ve-
hicle, taking the trip at taxpay-
ers’ expense. 
matthew.johnston@news.com.au
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went into damage control, 
Herbert released a short state-
ment saying that, on reflec-
tion, using a car paid for by 
taxpayers in this way was out 
of line with community expec-
tations. The scrutiny is set to 
intensify today, owing to a 
complaint over his behaviour 
towards a chauffeur. 

Approached by the Herald
Sun about the complaint, Her-
bert conceded yesterday that 
one driver had been concerned
that he had “raised (his) voice”. 

He vowed to defend himself
against any accusations.

But the Premier will be 
under pressure to order a thor-
ough investigation, given the 
standard he has set for minis-
ters since former small busi-
ness minister Adem Somyurek 
was stood down over allega-
tions of inappropriate conduct.

Any investigation is likely
to take some time to complete, 
of course. 

And that’s time during 
which Mr Andrews can hardly 
afford to be dogged by a Bron-
wyn Bishop-style saga over his 
minister’s use of public money. 

MATT JOHNSTON
COMMENT
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Patch and Ted’s
extravagant
adventure

Patch and Ted and 
Andrews 
Government 
minister Steve 
Herbert (inset 
right).
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