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STATE OF ORIGIN
DOUBLE PASS &

ACCOMMODATION
GAME 1, JUNE 6 

@ THE MCG
COUPON ON PAGE 2

Win

SPECIAL REPORTS, PAGES 3, 14, 15

KEEP KEEP 
YOUR EYES YOUR EYES 
PEELED FOR PEELED FOR 
ORANGE DAYORANGE DAY

ECHUCA-MOAMA turns orange 
today.
A symbol for inclusion.
Wear Orange Day will see all 
Echuca-Moama and Leitchville 
schools and more than 110 
businesses turn orange for the 
day in an effort to value all walks 
of life and abilities and embrace 

inclusion for all.
All funds raised will go towards 
the One & All Inclusion Project.
The event was launched at 
Campaspe Shire’s Tongala depot 
(pictured) earlier this week.
You can read more about orange 
day on page 7.
PHOTO: Bel Anderson, Campaspe Shire

OUR BETRAYED
SCHOOL
FIGHTS ON

“ We’re not talking about school programs. We are talking 
about keeping students healthy enough to stay alive

STARTS PAGE 17



riverineherald.com.au Riverine Herald, Friday, May 18, 2018—PAGE 3

OPINION TYLA HARRINGTON

Fix the school or hang your head in shame
STUDENTS at Echuca Specialist
School wear a smile from ear to ear.

They’re happy to be there, happy to
be learning, happy to be with their
friends and teachers.

But behind closed doors, in inter-
views with journalists, phone calls to
politicians or in Victoria’s Parliament,
the school council and staff have not
been smiling for years.

They have been backed so far up
against the wall they have nowhere to
turn.

And that is because their school did
not receive funding in the latest
Victorian budget to relocate to the
Twin Rivers School complex.

It is an appalling set of circum-
stances; so bad the school council and
parents would willingly drop to their
knees to beg – if they thought for even
a fleeting second this government
cared.

We are beyond desperate and we are

most certainly beyond looking foolish
for begging. There is simply nothing
else this school and our community
can do.

So I write to you Mr Merlino. As
Education Minister you know full well
we need you to fund this school.

And we needed you to fund it
yesterday.

You can spin it with political
doublespeak any way you like, but
your government has turned its back
on a school whose students are
amongst the most vulnerable and
needy in the wider education system.

When a principal has to shovel raw
sewage from his school something has
to change.

When this sewage is seeping
through sinks used to clean feeding
tubes or flooding the administration
building, something has to change.

When there are signs on school
buildings saying ‘This building

contains asbestos’ something has to
change.

And when a pipe bursts and there’s
no water to clean tubes to feed
students through their stomachs, guess
what?

Something has to change.
That something should have

changed yesterday. But these words
are not meant to pick a fight, Minister,
these words are meant to encourage
immediate change.

If Echuca’s Specialist School was in
Melbourne the outcry would have
been overwhelming and, we have no
doubt, action would have been im-
mediate.

Surely the writing is on the wall.
If you don’t make drastic change,

and make it now, there could be dire
consequences.

Last week you vowed to finish what
you started and you vowed to address

immediate issues at the school.
But you’ve done neither.
So I am writing to you and I will

plead, happily beg, on behalf of the
families and staff at Echuca Specialist
School, if you will do something about
this school before it is too late.

A teacher’s aide told me we are no
longer talking about school programs
any more, and she is right.

These are lives Minister, lives that
are in your hands.

What are you going to do about it?
This is no longer a request. It is a

demand.
Come to the Echuca Specialist

School, walk through the asbestos
buildings, roll up your sleeves and
help the principal shovel some shit,
explain to the teachers why the school
had no water on Wednesday, why its
unit to burn nappies is broken.

And finally, tell the students why

they can’t move into a school they
were supposed to be included in.

Included. Mark that word Mr
Merlino. The irony of it all is in the
twin towns today is Wear Orange Day,
which encourages inclusion in our
community.

Every school here is on board; plus
more than 110 businesses.

But are you Minister?
Because our Specialist School, in its

woefully inadequate portables and
failing infrastructure, lurches from day
to day – alone – at its High St address.
It is not included in the Twin Rivers
School.

And that falls on your shoulders.
You have not embraced our special

community. You must step up or hang
your head in shame – and resign.
■ A Riverine Herald special report on
the school, including interviews with
families and staff, starts on page 14.

‘Governments can
only fund so much’

AUTHORITY BOSS AND EDUCATION MINISTER RESPOND

‘This was a very big investment in the
state budget ... there are a number of
schools that are very disappointed and feel
that they missed out’

THE Victorian School Building Au-
thority boss has defended the govern-
ment’s decision to not fund the Echuca
Specialist School in the state budget.

Authority chief executive Chris
Keating said the school was in poor
condition and a ‘‘priority’’ for the
government.

‘‘I understand the specialist school
and the broader community are really
devastated the specialist school hasn’t
had the funding in this budget,’’ he
said.

‘‘I suppose from a broader perspec-
tive whilst this was a very big
investment in the state budget ... there
are a number of schools that are very
disappointed and feel that they missed
out.

‘‘Echuca is clearly one of those.’’
Mr Keating said it was a high

priority but the project needed fund-
ing.

‘‘I also know the (Education) Min-
ister (James Merlino) is committed to
it, he said in Parliament that his
government will see this through,’’ he
said.

Mr Keating said a plumber was at
the school yesterday completing a
‘‘detailed assessment’’ of the sewer-
age system.

‘‘I know the school has raised

concern about the effluent treatment,
particularly the waste water and sew-
erage,’’ he said.

‘‘We spoke to the (school) principal
on Friday to understand what was
going on and since then we’ve also
spoke to Vivid (formerly known as
Murray Human Services) to really
understand what’s going on with the
system.

‘‘A plumber was out there today
(yesterday) and is going to provide a
detailed assessment of what the prob-
lem is.

‘‘Once we understand what the
problem is the department will fix the
problem with the sewerage.’’

Mr Keating said one of the school’s
problem was when the school was
opened, it only had about 10 students
and now could not cope with the
demand.

‘‘Clearly the best solution for the
school is to get the project funded and
relocated onto the new premises but in

the meantime making sure it is an
appropriate environment for the kids
and staff,’’ he said.

‘‘The department knows this is a
high priority, we know this needs to
get done.

‘‘We acknowledge the long-term
solution is getting this great project
developed ... we understand the com-
munity is disappointed ... whether one
school’s need is higher than the other
is where it gets hard.

‘‘Is it fair? At some point govern-
ments can only fund so much.’’

When asked whether he would be
willing to come to the school to see the
conditions in person, Mr Keating said
he would.

‘‘I was there in about 2010 ... I
would be happy to go out again,’’ he
said.

‘‘In any given budget not every
school will get funded and unfortun-
ately this one missed out but it doesn’t
make it any less of a priority.’’

James Merlino: ‘But as
I have said, we will

finish what we started’

James Merlino.

‘ I have instructed
the building
authority to
immediately work
with and support the
school on their
current maintenance
issues’

EDUCATION Minister James
Merlino said he would consider ‘‘fu-
ture funding as part of the usual
budget process’’ for the Echuca
Specialist School.

‘‘We will continue to work with
Echuca Specialist School ... But as I
have said, we will finish what we
started,’’ he said.

‘‘I have also instructed the Victor-
ian School Building Authority to
immediately work with and support
the school on their current mainten-
ance issues.’’

Mr Merlino said his government
was left with a ‘‘huge backlog of

school investment following record
low funding from the Coalition’’.

‘‘Already across Campaspe Shire
we have invested more than $18
million on building and upgrading
schools compared to a mere $600,000
under the Coalition,’’ he said.

‘‘Relocating Echuca Specialist
School is part of the Victorian
Government’s vision for the Echuca
Regeneration Project.

‘‘The Andrews Labor Government
invested $11 million for the new
Echuca Twin Rivers Primary School.

‘‘The school opened at the start of
this year as part of the project’s first
stage, completing a merge between
Echuca South Primary School and
Echuca West Primary School.’’
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SPECIALIST SCHOOL PAYS THE PRICE OF BUDGET SNUB

Latter day tragedy being played out

SMILE: Echuca Specialist School student Ben O’Dea successfully made his father, David, not just smile
for the camera but have a good laugh.

‘He’s really
blossomed since
having his feeding
tube out. He used to
get sick all the time
but he’s just a joy to
be with now’

High St HQ
site can’t
deliver all
these kids’
must haves
BEN O’Dea reaches over to tickle his
father.

The Echuca Specialist School stu-
dent has been asked to pose for a photo
with his dad, David.

Naturally, the 11-year-old student is
over the moon about the opportunity.

Ben loves his dad and wants to
make him laugh.

And it works — together, father and
son, throw their head back in fits of
joy.

Ben has what he wanted. He is
having a ball with his dad, just like
they always do.

‘‘He’s a very social little person,’’
Mr O’Dea said.

‘‘He’s really blossomed since hav-
ing his feeding tube out. He used to get
sick all the time but he’s just a joy to
be with now.’’

For Mr O’Dea, and every other
parent at ESS, it is a tragic set of
circumstances that his son — or any of
the children — cannot thrive in
facilities they desperately deserve.

Instead, Ben has to remain at the
Echuca Specialist School’s current
location on 238 High St because the
school missed out on funding to move
into Twin Rivers.

It’s enough to turn Mr O’Dea’s
smile upside down.

Until, at least, his son can get what
he deserves.

And that’s an education in a safe
and hygienic facility — a world away
from where is now.

‘‘Back then we thought Ben would
be in the new school by grade four and
he is a grade six now,’’ Mr O’Dea
said.

‘‘The first time we genuinely ex-
pected the money ($11 million) would
come was last year.

‘‘Originally the schools were going
to be combined then it was changed to

a stage one and stage two process and
we were going to be part of stage two.

‘‘The stage two money was sup-
posed to come through last year and
for whatever reason it didn’t.

‘‘It was disappointing then but for
that to happen again this year, it’s just
a disgrace.

‘‘Some of the schools who have got
this funding are embarrassed and don’t
know what to do with it.’’

Mr O’Dea lives in Moama and has
been associated with the school since
Ben, who has Down syndrome, started
in 2012.

‘‘When he started school he had
esophageal atresia ... which meant he
had a feeding tube until he was seven
or eight,’’ he said.

‘‘As a parent when your kid is
starting at a special school it’s a fairly
daunting prospect. It was suggested I

get involved in the school council and
I decided to do that because I thought
it was a way for me to be involved.

‘‘It is an amazing school commun-
ity. Given the circumstances the staff
and aides works in they are just
outstanding.

‘‘They go above and beyond what
you would do in a normal job.’’

Ben was five when he started school
and loves it.

‘‘I think he is just starting to get the
idea now that when he gets a day off
school it’s a special day and he is
happy about it,’’ he said.

‘‘For most of his school life he’s
been disappointed on a Saturday when
he doesn’t get to go.’’

Mr O’Dea, who is the school
council’s vice president, said the
school needed to move into new
facilities.

‘‘What’s happened with the present
government is a disgrace,’’ he said.

‘‘Our local member (Peter Walsh),
who is obviously the other side of
politics, mentioned it in question time
last week which is terrific but I would
like to see it made much more public
and more of an issue state wide.

‘‘The present government won’t
care how disgusting we think it is
because they don’t have a candidate in
this area.

‘‘We want the school funded. At the
very least we want our local member
to come out and say quite publicly ‘If
we’re elected we will fund it’.

‘‘It’s a political reality that if your
local member is not in government
you tend to miss out.

‘‘If you’re going to use special
needs children as a political football

that just goes beyond what anyone
would think is reasonable.’’

Member for Murray Plains Peter
Walsh says he is ‘‘absolutely commit-
ted’’ to providing a modern learning
environment for Echuca Specialist
School students and staff.

‘‘From my perspective the fight is
far from over . . . achieving the very
best outcome for students and staff at
the Echuca Specialist School will
continue to be a leading priority for the
Murray Plains electorate, as the
Nationals continue to develop our
policies in the lead up to the 2018 state
election,” he said.

Mr Walsh said he was proud to have
stood with the teachers, parents and
students of the school to fight for the
best start in life for the next generation
of community leaders.

‘‘The Nationals in government were
absolutely committed to the vision of
an Echuca School Regeneration Pro-
ject,’’ he said.

‘‘We funded the purchase of the
site, allocated $200,000 for planning
and committed $25 million to build
this unique new learning environment.

‘‘But Daniel Andrews smashed that
vision when he was elected in 2014.

‘‘He slashed $14 million from the
$25 million budget to merge Echuca
West and South primary schools,
leaving the staff and students of the
Echuca Specialist School out in the
cold.

‘‘The most disappointing part of it
all is that the philosophy of a
combined school with a strong foun-
dation of a cohesive culture inclusive
of students with a disability has been
compromised.

‘‘It’s an absolute disgrace.’’

If this was a mainstream
school it would be closed

BEYOND THE PALE: Echuca Specialist School council president
Scott Morrison with his daughter Claudia.

IF ECHUCA Specialist School was a
mainstream school, Scott Morrison’s
daughter would never have been
enrolled there.

For no other reason than its facilities
are in a deplorable state.

The teachers and aides are amazing,
the school community is incredible,
but the occupational health and safety
standards are not just unacceptable,
they are beyond the pale.

‘‘But given it’s a specialist school
there is no option,’’ said Mr Morrison,
who is also the school council presi-
dent.

‘‘There’s a school in Bendigo, I
believe, and Shepp, but you couldn’t
send your kid there because it’s too far
away.’’

Mr Morrison’s daughter, Claudia,
11, started school when she was five in
2012.

‘‘She has severe autism, an intellec-

tual disability and is non-verbal,’’ he
said.

‘‘Sending her to the specialist
school was an opportunity to move
forward with her communication.

‘‘She’s learning to become more at
ease with the world because her
anxiety is very high.

‘‘Primarily, the focus is on her
communication, especially with my
wife (Meg) and I so that we can
recognise her needs.

‘‘The school does a terrific job —
the programs they implement, the staff
training and time they give to the kids
is amazing.’’

Mr Morrison said the facilities were
‘‘embarrassingly sub-standard’’.

‘‘Even at mainstream level, there’s
not many schools that operate in
second-hand portals in a gravel car
park that doesn’t even belong to the
school,’’ he said.

‘‘We pay $100,000 rent which is

money we could spend on programs
and equipment. It’s a situation where
we shouldn’t be in.’

Mr Morrison said he was
demoralised.

‘‘You get sick of hearing promises
that are broken,’’ he said.

‘‘I was on the planning committee
of the new school ... it was only at the
eleventh hour that they suggested there
was a stage two.

‘‘We never knew through the whole
process that it would be divided. For
that to happen and then to miss out on
the funding twice, it’s almost at a stage
you get sick of trying, almost.

‘‘You think, what else can you do.’’
‘‘You’ve got the most vulnerable

people you can have so why are they
not being provided for?

‘‘How does a school hope to attract
more teaching staff (on top of its 19
teachers and 16 aides) when you’ve
got such outdated facilities?’’
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STUDENT HEALTH AT RISK SPECIAL REPORT AND PHOTOS BY TYLA HARRINGTON

A first world
country home
to a travesty
ECHUCA Specialist School teacher’s
aide Deb Colliver was seeing red on
Wednesday.

But she wasn’t about to let her
students know it because she quickly
was able to get Kaitlyn Lewis
(pictured right with Deb) smile for a
photo.

Kaitlyn is one of two highly special
needs students who are fed through
tubes which require extensive clean-
ing.

But on Wednesday there was no
water to do so.

Fortunately Kaitlyn only had to be
fed once and the other student didn't
attend.

‘‘We couldn’t go to the toilet,’’ Deb
said.

‘‘I have two highly special needs
students who are PEG fed (fed through
their stomach).

‘‘When you go to feed you have to
wash your hands three times to make
sure there are no germs.

‘‘This goes into their stomach so if
they get an infection, they die.

‘‘This has to be washed and cleaned
three times after a feed but we’ve got
no running water to do it.

‘‘We have one student who is fed
three times a day. Luckily she wasn’t
there but if she was I would have had
to ring her and say don’t come in.

‘‘So she would have had to miss out

because we don’t have the facilities to
clean her stuff.’’

Deb has been at the school for 19
years and even at the start she said the
school was desperate for new facili-
ties.

‘‘It’s just got worse,’’ she said.
‘‘When the school started we had 20

students but because it’s now bigger
we do have problems.

‘‘We’ve had all these portables
added on and it just can’t cope.

‘‘We’ve had sewage coming up
through the sink.

‘‘A lot of the staff have back issues
because we don’t have hoists to lift the
students up.’’

When Deb discovered the school
had missed out on funding she was
furious.

‘‘They are being discriminated
against,’’ she said.

‘‘These are the students that are the
most vulnerable and their needs are
not being met.

‘‘These are basic life needs that they
need to stay alive. And we can’t give
them their food because we haven’t
got water.’’

Vulnerable lives are at risk
THE health and safety of Echuca
Specialist School students — already
abandoned by the Victorian govern-
ment in its latest budget — were at
risk on Wednesday when a pipe burst
and the school had no water.

It would have shut the school if
students weren’t already at the fa-
cility but because some have to travel
long distances, they couldn’t be sent
home.

Two students need to be fed
through a tube, which requires exten-
sive cleaning and water. Fortunately
one didn’t attend and the other only
had to be fed once.

‘‘What annoys me the most is that
we are talking about their lives

now,’’ Echuca Specialist School
teacher’s aide Deb Colliver said.

‘‘We’re not talking about school
programs.

‘‘We are talking about keeping
students healthy enough to stay alive
and that’s what is so frustrating.

‘‘To me because they’ve got a
disability they are being affected
more, it’s discrimination against
them because their basic needs to
come to school can’t be met.

‘‘It’s not fair on them. They have
the right to come to school.’’

Vice president David O’Dea said
the pipe bursting was not an isolated
issue.

Raw sewage has also been leaking

at the school, sometimes up through
sinks where the feeding tubes are
cleaned.

The rooms are filled with asbestos
and if you have two appliances
running at once (the microwave and
the heater) teachers have come to
expect the power to go out.

An old disposal unit used to burn
dirty nappies inside the toilets also
broke on Wednesday.

‘‘There’s been problems with
plumbing and toilets consistently,’’
Mr O’Dea said.

‘‘It’s not unusual to see the
principal in a pair of gumboots
shovelling sewage.’’

President Scott Morrison said the
school was not purpose built.

‘‘The systems were never de-
signed to cope with this level of
service,’’ he said.

‘‘We’ve had toilets back up and
overflow in the administration area.

‘‘It’s a massive health and safety
situation.

‘‘These are second-hand portables
that sit on a gravel carpark that don’t
even belong to the local shire.

‘‘If we didn’t have the support
from the community, who knows
where we would be.’’

The concrete path from the front
gate to the road was not laid until
2014.

‘‘And that was due to parents
getting together and gaining dona-
tions and committing their own time
to provide that,’’ Mr O’Dea said.

‘‘Before that we didn’t even have
a path to the front gate.’’

The school has also had thousands
of dollars of property stolen from it
because there is no security.

‘‘Buses used to get broken into on
a weekly basis,’’ Mr O’Dea said.

Parents say all these issues could
have been addressed if the school
received funding in the state budget
to move into Twin Rivers. Since that
didn’t happen it won’t be in the new
facility until 2021 at the earliest.

It’s Jye’s link to the world

SAVIOUR: Allan Palmer and his son Jye share a moment at the
Echuca Specialist School.

ECHUCA’S Allan Palmer believes
school is his son’s ‘‘saviour’’.

‘‘It gets him (Jye) out of the
house,’’ he said.

‘‘He likes to come and see the
teachers and just everyone who is
around him.’’

Mr Palmer said a lot of the students
at the school did not have a voice to
share their opinion.

It is why Mr Palmer is sharing his
son’s.

‘‘We need a new school, it needs to
happen,’’ he said.

‘‘Some students might be able to
share their opinion but a lot don’t have
a voice.

‘‘It’s like they’ve been forgotten.’’
Jye, 13, started at Echuca Specialist

School when he was just five years
old.

‘‘Jye is autistic,’’ Mr Palmer ex-
plained.

‘‘He’s low functioning and non-
verbal.

‘‘He’s very happy when he’s at
school.

‘‘He’s got swimming today (Wed-
nesday) so he’s pretty happy about
that.’’

When Jye went into kinder in
Moama, Mr Palmer said he realised
how important it was for him and his
future that he be put into an environ-

ment in which he was going to be
comfortable.

‘‘He would last about five
minutes,’’ Mr Palmer said.

‘‘Each day his mum (Margaret
Vicary) would drop him off and
because it wasn’t his environment he
would have a melt-down but then
when he came to the specialist school
he loved it.’’

Mr Palmer, who is on the school
council, said it was disgusting what
the students had to put up with.

‘‘If it was mainstream it would be
dealt with straight away,’’ he said.
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FLEUR FINDS
MORE STORY
SUCCESS
By IVY JENSEN

BUNNALOO author Fleur Ferris’ 
newest release will be launched in 
Moama later this month.

Found is Fleur’s fourth book and 
will be on bookshelves from July 2.

Fleur said Found was written 
and edited under tight deadlines.

The mother-of-three started 
writing it in September last year, 
taking three months to complete 
the ! rst draft.

“Then the manuscript went 
back and forth between me and 
my editor for about ! ve months,” 
she said.

“Part of the book is set on my rice farm (in 
Bunnaloo) and part in Deniliquin, although I 
used creative licence at both locations when 
I needed the setting to serve the plot.”

Found is a mystery/thriller like her other books — with the 
pace and thrilling action of Wreck and the intense cry factor 
of Risk.

“It’s a pacey thriller with lots of high stakes action, nail-bit-
ing suspense, jolting shocks and a bit of sweet romance,” she 
said.

The story follows 17-year-old Beth, who is struggling to 
tell her parents she has been seeing local boy, Jonah, for the 
past six weeks.

Beth’s father is a 200 cm, heavily muscled giant, who runs 
the local karate school, two gun clubs and a bush survival 
camp.

Before Beth gets a chance to tell him about Jonah, some-
thing happens which turns her world upside down and throws 
her life into chaos.

Beth is not who she thought she was. Her family’s secret 
past has ! nally caught up with them, and someone wants her 
dead.

Found will be available at the launch, in bookstores and 
online.

The launch will be at Moama Anglican Grammar School 
Resource Centre from 6pm-9pm on June 29, with drinks and 
nibbles provided.

RSVP to functions@moamagrammar.nsw.edu.au or call 
Grace on 5480 5900.

6 June 2018
 
James Merlino
Victorian Minister for EducationParliament House
Spring St
MELBOURNE  VIC  3000

DEAR Mr Merlino, you have failed Echuca.
Worse, you have deliberately failed the Echuca Specialist School — you have failed our students, you have failed our parents and staќ .
You have failed.
Period.
The last time I wrote to you I told you to hang your head in shame and resign but unfortunately and tragically you didn’t.
Oh, but of course, you were quick to jump on Twitter yesterday and respond to a column printed in the Herald Sun.
I refer to your tweets yesterday:
“As I’ve said on many occasions regarding Echuca, we’ve funded the ! rst stage of the regeneration project with the primary school and we’ll ! nish what we started with the Specialist School.”Yes, Mr Merlino, you have said that on several occasions.Once during Parliament Question Time; then in your response to our questions to your team in May.You told us about the ‘huge backlog’ of school investment following record low funding from the Coalition.

You told us about your investment in Campaspe Shire, compared to the Coalition.You told us relocating the specialist school was part of the Victorian Government’s vision and you would continue to work with the school.
And that you “! nish what you started”.
But when?
When will you give these children who are so desperate for safe facilities what they deserve?When will you come to the school and see the shit that has to be shovelled on ‘poo days’?Have you seen the asbestos warning signs on the buildings.Or navigated the rotting ramps in a wheelchair?Have you got the courage to face these children and deliver more doubletalk about things you are going to do?

Look at their trusting faces that are slowly, surely — based on your track record to date, inevitably — being turned upside down.
Thanks for that Mr Merlino.
Yes, you’ve also said you will continue to work with the Specialist School and consider future funding as part of the “usual budget process”.
Seriously?
What part of this do you not get?
The usual budget process is not good enough.We do not have time to wait for the usual budget process. The school made the mistake of trusting government on this before and the government failed again.It is too late for any of that — you should have funded this school in the 2018 Victorian Government budget. Surely by now you must know that.
As 3AW presenter and Herald Sun columnist Justin Smith wrote yesterday, it is a terrible thing to live in a safe seat.
Oh, don’t we know that.
And don’t you even try and pretend you don’t know that too.This is not a mainstream school, students and parents do not have a choice, there is no other specialist school in Echuca or surrounding towns.
So exactly what do you suggest we do here, Mr Merlino?Sit in shit until 2021?
“No government has funded special school upgrades like we have,” Mr Merlino tweeted yesterday.And no government has hurt us like yours, Mr Merlino.But you know that too.

Yours in disappointment,
Tyla Harrington
On behalf of the voiceless victims
PS: And if you turn to page 5 you will see what everyone else thinks of you

JAMES MERLINO
R E P O R T  C A R DD
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‘We’re ready for battle’

HERE’S THE PLAN: Permanent carer Sue Brown, Member for
Murray Plains Peter Walsh, parent James Walshe, Echuca Specialist
School principal Paul Marshall and school council vice president
David O'Dea. Photo: Luke Hemer

ECHUCA Specialist School council
vice president David O’Dea is ada-
mant this is just the start of the fight to
get the students what they deserve.

He said he was pleased with the
meeting with Member for Murray
Plains Peter Walsh and other parents
last week.

‘‘We want to make it known to
people outside Echuca so that people
in electorates that aren’t safe are aware
of what’s going on,’’ he said.

‘‘It will extend over a long period of
time leading up to the state election.

‘‘It was really pleasing the shadow
minister is coming along to visit the
school.

‘‘We need to consistently get it (the
conditions of the school and the fact it
missed out on funding) out there. We
acknowledge we’ve got brilliant sup-
port within our own community but
it’s also very important we get the
message heard outside of Echuca-
Moama.’’

Mr O’Dea said there was now some
hope in the school community.

‘‘Because we can see that it’s going
to be a state-wide issue, rather than
just a local issue, which is really
important,’’ he said.

‘‘We feel powerless because we get
the impression they (the Victorian
Government) doesn’t care about the
seat because they’re not going to
contest it.

‘‘So why would they fund our
school?’’

Mr O’Dea said he would like every
Victorian to know about the specialist
school.

‘‘In particular there are schools and
places where the money which could
have gone here went there and we
don’t begrudge any of those people.

‘‘But we hope people in those areas
would spare a thought for the kids here
and remember that when they vote.’’

Parent James Walshe invited Edu-
cation Minister James Merlino to the
school to see the conditions for
himself, following the announcement
the shadow minister will visit the
school.

He also invited Member for North-
ern Victoria Mark Gepp and Member
for Northern Victoria Jaclyn Symes.

‘‘To speak to not only the principal
but the school council to help us
understand why such a special need is
not being delivered immediately,’’ Mr
Walshe said.

Education Minister James Merlino
vowed to address immediate sewerage
concerns at the school during Question
Time in Parliament in early May.

That is expected to be done during
the June/July school holidays.

School buildings are also filled with
asbestos but the school does not
believe that issue will be addressed.

‘We will finish
what we started’
VICTORIAN Government Education
Minister James Merlino said he
knows more needs to be done at the
Echuca Specialist School.

‘‘We will not hide away from
that,’’ he said.

‘‘I have said repeatedly we will
finish what we started and I mean it.

‘‘It is a bit rich to now hear from
Coalition MPs who have spent years
ignoring the region’s education needs.

‘‘Already across the Campaspe
Shire we have invested more than $18
million on building and upgrading
schools compared to a mere $600,000
under the Coalition.

‘‘The Andrews Labor Government
invested $11 million for the new
Echuca Twin Rivers Primary School.

‘‘The school opened at the start of
this year as part of the project’s first
stage, completing a merge between
Echuca South Primary School and
Echuca West Primary School.’’

Maintenance issues at the school
were brought to the attention of the
Victorian School Buildings Authority
on Friday, May 11.

The VSBA contacted the school
principal to discuss the specific sew-
erage issues.

Senior staff from the VSBA attend-
ed the school on Wednesday May, 23
to meet with the principal and a
plumber.

It has been agreed the works will be
carried out over the June/July school
holidays with anticipated completion
before Term 3.

A contractor has been appointed
and the scope of works have been
identified. The system will be down
for five days as a result.

The school has completed an
application for funding through the
Department’s Emergency Mainten-
ance Program to replace a number of
air-conditioning units in its
relocatable classrooms which has
been approved.

Shadow minister confirms school visit
THE Victorian Shadow Education
Minister Tim Smith will visit Echuca
Specialist School to experience the
deplorable conditions first-hand.

Earlier this year, the school was
shocked when it was abandoned by
the Victorian Government in its
budget, having missed out on $11
million in funding to move into the
new Twin Rivers School.

Since then the school council,
parents, students and staff have fought
to have the decision reversed so the

Specialist School can move before
2021. They say the situation, which
includes raw sewage seeping through
the ground and into school sinks, is
dire.

Member for Murray Plains Peter
Walsh said it was appalling children
with the greatest need were being
treated with the least respect.

Mr Walsh met with school council
president Scott Morrison and a del-
egation of parents to discuss the way
forward on Thursday last week.

Mr Walsh invited the shadow
minister to Echuca and said he was
pleased to announce he would visit.

‘‘He is acutely aware of the issues
affecting Echuca Specialist School
and he has given me strong support in
the many times I have raised these
issues in Parliament,’’ Mr Walsh said.

‘‘The community has united in
protest and the shadow minister and I
stand firmly with them.

‘‘I still hold out hope the Labor

Government will realise that the
decision they made was wrong.

‘‘They have made a grave error in
judgement and they should reverse
their decision and immediately pro-
vide the funding required to complete
the vision for a shared experience of
students from Echuca Specialist,
Echuca South and Echuca West
primary schools.

‘‘We must continue this fight.’’
The date of the shadow minister’s

visit is still being confirmed.

Echuca Specialist School — the fight for justice
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WE DEMAND JUSTICE FOR ECHUCA SPECIALIST SCHOOL.
JAMES MERLINO COUNTDOWN

DAYS HOURS MINUTES

TIME REMAINING:

Dan does the old
duck and weave

NO STRAIGHT ANSWER:
Daniel Andrews won’t commit
to funding Echuca Specialist
School.

‘Well there is some history to this and
there’s been some funding provided’

VICTORIAN Premier Daniel An-
drews has been unable to confirm
whether his government will make
a funding announcement about the
Echuca Specialist School ahead of
the November election.

To the extent he dodged the
question when asked by media
during a recent announcement in
Bendigo. ‘‘There will be many
different announcements made in
relation to schools and TAFE,’’ Mr
Andrews said.

‘‘We have got about 1200 differ-
ent projects underway right now —
$3.8 billion worth of investment in
schools.

‘‘So 1200 schools across the
state being upgraded, 70 brand new
schools being upgraded.

‘‘We’re always looking to add to
that list and we will have more to
say about education, not just in
Melbourne or Melbourne suburbs
and not just in big regional centres
like Bendigo but in smaller country
towns as well.’’

The specialist school was expect-
ing $11 million to move into the
new Twin Rivers School in this
year’s Victorian budget.

But because it missed out it will
have to sit in substandard facilities
on High St until 2021.

‘‘Well there is some history to
this and there’s been some funding
provided for planning and there’s
been some funding provided for
early stages,’’ Mr Andrews said.

‘‘I understand the Victorian
School Building Authority and the
Minister’s office are working with
the school as we speak and have
been for quite some time.

‘‘I’m not here today (June 25) to
make announcements about school
funding I am simply making the
broader point that we have done a
lot already, we’ve got a lot under-
way and we will have a lot more to
say about investing in the best
schools so that every child gets
every chance.

‘‘No government has done more
and invested more in special needs
education than this government but
there is more to do — that’s the key
point.

‘‘There is more that we have to
do and we are committed to getting
that job done as well.’’

When the Riverine Herald asked
Education Minister James
Merlino’s office whether the gov-
ernment was planning to reverse its
decision to not fund the school, it
did not receive a direct answer.

‘‘We know more needs to be
done at the Echuca Specialist

School and we will finish what we
started,’’ Mr Merlino said.

‘‘The Coalition can’t be trusted
to build and upgrade any schools
because when they are given the
chance, they cut funding to
schools.’’

That was in response to the
Coalition’s announcement on Mon-
day that it would fund the new
school if it is elected to government
in November.

The Victorian Government in-
vested $11 million for the new
Twin Rivers School which opened
at the start of this year as part of the
project’s first stage, completing a
merge between Echuca South Pri-
mary School and Echuca West
Primary School.

The Department of Education
said it had been in contact with the
specialist school and discussions
would continue.

HERE’S ONE GUARANTEE: Victorian Shadow Minister for Education Tim Smith, Echuca Specialist School
school council vice president David O'Dea and Member for Murray Plains Peter Walsh.

Coalition will kick in
$11m for new school

‘We would like to see the Victorian
Government match this commitment by the
Coalition. Students are missing out. It would
be unbelievable if the Victorian Government
ignored this announcement’

ECHUCA Specialist School will be-
come part of Twin Rivers if the
Coalition is elected.

Member for Murray Plains Peter
Walsh was joined by Shadow Minister
for Education Tim Smith at the Echuca
Specialist School on Monday to an-
nounce $11 million to build the new
school.

Making the announcement, Mr
Smith said the current state of Echuca
Specialist School was “simply unac-
ceptable” and the funding commitment
meant more than 100 students and 40
staff will get a new, fit-for-purpose
school that is integrated with Echuca’s
other education facilities.

As the only Specialist School in the
region, taking in students from an area
spanning Cohuna and Kyabram, the
school was gutted to discover it was
snubbed in the May state budget.

“The ‘Education State’ is a hollow
slogan. It is obvious the Andrews
Labor Government only governs with-
in the tram tracks and the Specialist
School has been completely ignored
and forgotten,” Mr Smith said.

“This school is an important aspect
of Echuca’s education system and this

$11 million commitment will get them
in the new building.”

School council vice president David
O’Dea said the dilapidated state of the
school spoke for itself.

“The delays in funding are simply
unacceptable. We have major prob-
lems with sewage and asbestos,” he
said.

“We would like to see the Victorian
Government match this commitment
by the Coalition.

“Students are missing out.
‘‘The opportunities at Twin Rivers

will enhance the education of our
students.

“It would be unbelievable if the

Victorian Government ignored this
announcement.”

Peter Walsh said the Coalition
wanted to finish the job and remove the
Specialist School students from “ap-
palling conditions.”

“It’s frustrating that this hasn’t
happened yet. Because of the delay the
students now must move into a school
with an established culture instead of
helping to develop it themselves,” he
said.

“The patience of the school has run
out. Echuca families will get a better
deal on schools and education if the
Nationals are in government in Nov-
ember.”
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HELP ECHUCA SPECIALIST 
SCHOOL GET A PROPER SCHOOL

SPECIAL RIVERINE 
HERALD REPORT

We’re marching with the army
of those who have been failed

FLASHBACK: The front page of the June 6 Riverine Herald appealing
for funding for Echuca Specialist School.

THE Riverine Herald has enlisted in
the Echuca Specialist School Army.

But we’re not just on a campaign,
we are on a mission.

And that mission is to get the
Victorian Government in general; and
its Education Minister James Merlino
in particular, to reverse the decision to
not fund ESS in this year’s state
budget.

It has been 59 days today since Mr
Merlino snubbed the school, con-
demning it to another three years
battling some of the most woeful and
demeaning facilities of any public
school in Victoria.

Fifty-nine days since students, staff,
parents and guardians were blatantly
ignored at a time they needed the
spotlight most.

It’s been 59 days too long and now
it’s time someone is held to account.

I wrote to you in May, Mr Merlino,
that something should have changed
yesterday.

“But these words are not meant to
pick a fight, Minister, these words are
meant to encourage immediate
change,” I said at the time.

At the end of that piece I asked for
you to resign.

The next time I wrote to you was on
the front page of the Riverine Herald
on June 6.

When we graded you on your
performance here — I gave you an F
in your report card, in case you didn’t
know.

Because you had failed our most

vulnerable students in such a blasé, out
of hand manner.

Although you did trot out some
political doublespeak about finishing
what you have started.

Well if you don’t, and don’t do it
soon, ESS itself may well be finished.

So I am writing to you again today
but this time it is to put you on notice.

The Riverine Herald, the students,
their families and the marvellous staff
of Echuca Specialist School have
started counting the number of days it
has been since you hurt us.

And we will keep counting until

your government decides to reverse its
decision and move ESS into the new
Twin Rivers education hub.

Where the staff won’t have to
literally shovel shit as they do now,
where students will have easier access
to classrooms and facilities, where
there is no potential danger from
asbestos, and where wheelchair ramps
are not rotting.

Where there is a sense of perma-
nency, rather than being shoved into a
swag of portables as if you were some
afterthought.

We will update and publish the
number of days every edition on the

front page of our paper, and post daily
to our social media channels and
website until something changes.

Yes, I understand your government
funded the first stage of the new
school, which opened at the start of
this year, merging Echuca South and
Echuca West primary schools.

Good job Mr Merlino – even if it
was only part of the job promised.

Congratulations.
But tell me, why was ESS left out of

this stage – and let’s be honest with
each other here – of all three schools
it was the one that needed to be
included the most?

And exactly when will it be in-
cluded?

Can you please and finally answer
two very simple questions?

That’s all – two.
Without telling me about what

you’re already doing and how you’re
doing it better than the Coalition.

I do not care.
Not even a little bit.
No-one does.
The principals of Echuca South and

Echuca West aren’t facing any of the
above challenges, from sewage to
asbestos.

No, they are celebrating — and so
they should be.

But this is where I need you to pay
special attention, write it down if you
must – the Echuca Specialist School
should be celebrating too.

This week your boss, Premier
Daniel Andrews, kept in step with you

and dodged a journalist’s question
about whether his government would
make an announcement about ESS, the
specialist school, ahead of the Novem-
ber election.

“There will be many different
announcements made in relation to
schools and TAFE,’’ Mr Andrews
said.

He went on to say the Victorian
School Building Authority and the
Minister’s office “are working with
the school as we speak and have been
for quite some time”.

Talking maybe. Working? You
must be kidding.

Mr Andrews went on to say “but
there is more to do — that’s the key
point”.

No.
No it’s not Mr Andrews.
The real key point is you’ve got

1200 different projects underway right
now – $3.8 billion worth of investment
in schools.

And not one of them is ESS.
The key point is you need to get

better at prioritising because our
school should be at the top of the list.

But it’s not.
It didn’t even make the list, did it

gentlemen?
So I will leave you today with three

words: Echuca Specialist School.
Remember the name – both of you.
After this mission is fulfilled I

promise you’ll never forget it.
Tyla Harrington
Riverine Herald

Merlino coming but he has no idea when
VICTORIAN Education Minister
James Merlino maintains his govern-
ment will finish what it started.

“We know more needs to be done at
the Echuca Specialist School and we
will finish what we started,” he said.

“You can’t trust a word the Co-
alition says when it comes to school
funding.

“When they were in government

they ripped $1 billion from our schools
and they will cut funding again if they
get the chance.”

Minister Merlino will visit Echuca
Specialist School in the coming
months although a date has not been
confirmed.

Responding to the campaign
launched by the Riverine Herald
today, prompting the government to

change its decision to not fund the
school in this year’s state budget, his
office said the Victorian Government
had invested more than $18 million on
building and upgrading schools in
Campaspe Shire, “compared to a mere
$600,000 under the Coalition”.

The Andrews Labor Government
invested $11 million for the new
Echuca Twin Rivers Primary School.

The school opened at the start of
this year as part of the project’s first
stage, completing a merge between
Echuca South Primary School and
Echuca West Primary School.

The Victorian School Building Au-
thority is working with Echuca Spe-
cialist School and with the owners of
the property to rectify the sewage
issues and work is now underway.

By the end of the school holidays
the sewage issue will be fully ad-
dressed, Mr Merlino’s office said.

Works will start on Monday and are
expected to be complete by Friday,
July 13.

Mr Merlino’s team said it would
consider future funding for the Echuca
Specialist School as part of the usual
budget process.
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ARE YOU A GP WANTING 
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
GV Health seeks a GP to join the Primary Care & Population Health (PCPH) Committee.

GV Health is seeking a general practitioner (GP) in the Goulburn Valley region who may be 
interested in joining the Goulburn Valley Health (GV Health) Primary Care & Population Health 
Committee in a voluntary capacity. 

The Committee plays a vital role in assisting the GV Health Board in planning, delivering and 
continuously improving local health services to meet the growing primary care and population health 
needs of our community. The Committee is seeking a GP to enhance its decision-making capabilities. 

If you are a GP and would like to advise us in improving access to healthcare in 
the Goulburn Valley, please obtain an Information Pack.

Contact the offi ce of the Executive Director of Community Care on 03 5823 7909 
or email Carolyn McDowall on Carolyn.Mcdowall@gvhealth.org.au

Ask Amanda about our tailored 
Farm Insurance solutions

Amanda Broadhead Account Broker 
03 5483 1066 | 0427 732 578
amanda.broadhead@ihgroup.com.au
390 High St Echuca VIC 3564
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JAMES MERLINO COUNTDOWN
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Chicken Korma, Beef Vindaloo, 
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TASTING PLATTER FOR ONE - $16
TASTING PLATTER FOR TWO - $25
All served with lime chutney and yoghurt 
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Sides to accompany the platters are 
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228 Cressy Street
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www.austinevans.com.au

Authorised by Austin Evans MP, 
228 Cressy Street, Deniliquin 2710.
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The NSW Government 
Community Building 
Partnership Grants and 
the Infrastructure Grants 
program are now open! 
Apply now.

PLAYGROUND BLITZ: Rock Solid Gardening Supplies owner Peter Woods (front) with (from
left) Echuca Specialist School principal Paul Marshall, Chris Stephens from Mawsons, Jay
Francis and Jordan Mason from Land Effects, Peter Barker from Newtecpoly, Rock Solid owner
Rebecca Woods, school administration officer Jenni Candy and Riverine Herald advertising
executive Stuart Addicott.

School has a Rock
Solid term coming
ECHUCA Specialist School’s
‘quiet’ space will receive a facelift
during the school holidays.

And it’s all thanks to a Rock
Solid Gardening Supplies project.

Owner Rebecca Woods said the
playground blitz stemmed from a
community grants program which
her business, based in Echuca,
started this year.

‘‘The school was going to apply
for a grant but I saw it was way
beyond just us and we needed to
get a few more people on board,’’
she said.

‘‘So we made a few calls to
suppliers and they’ve jumped on
board to do a playground blitz
because the school really needs
it.’’

Materials alone for the project
are already totalling more than
$5000 but if more businesses
show their support that figure will
rise.

Rock Solid Gardening Sup-
plies, Land Effects, Mawsons,
Bark King, Newtecpoly, The Gar-
den Planners, Central Hire,

Signarama and the Riverine Her-
ald are the businesses behind the
project so far.

But more help is needed.
‘‘We’re still looking for a

painter and powder coater,’’
Rebecca said.

‘‘We’re going to put synthetic
turf down, fix up seating, poten-
tially remove a tree and there’s
opportunity for a sensory space as
well.

‘‘There will be about 15-20
people who will be working to get
the project done.

‘‘The school has been knocked
back on grants ($11 million in the
Victorian Government budget)
and the kids need better than what
they have here.

‘‘If anyone came and saw it
they would want to help as well.
We have to give back.’’

As part of Rock Solid’s grants
program, more than $5000 worth
of products were handed out to
almost 20 applicants.

‘‘All but two received all or part

of what they requested,’’ Rebecca
said.

‘‘We plan to run the grants
program at least once a year.’’

The school project will be
completed during the school
holidays with the grand opening
when school returns.

Any businesses that want to get
involved should contact Rock
Solid Gardening Supplies on
5480 7299.

‘‘We’re hoping to have a barbe-
cue when the kids come back to
school to celebrate the project
being completed,’’ Rebecca said.

School principal Paul Marshall
said he had been blown away by
the community’s support.

‘‘We’ve been amazed by the
community and the Riv’s support
in regards to the disappointment
of our funding,’’ he said.

‘‘And we’ve been amazed by
Rock Solid. We’ve had other
people wanting to come and
donate time and money to get us to
a stage where it’s at least looking
a bit better.’’

Minister
must see
this mess
MEMBER for Murray Plains Peter
Walsh hopes the Riverine Herald’s
campaign will result in a better
outcome for the Echuca Specialist
School.

‘‘It defies logic to me as to why the
whole lot wasn’t funded in the first
place,’’ he said.

‘‘And particularly why it wasn’t
funded in this year’s budget.

‘‘For the (Education) Minister
(James Merlino) to say we will finish
what they started they are not doing
that and they need to do it urgently.

‘‘If the minister came and saw the
conditions that the students and staff
and families deal with ... they do a
fantastic job, given their surrounds
but it would be so much easier for
them to do their job and a better
learning environment if they had the
new building.’’

Mr Walsh’s government announc-
ed last week if it wins the election in
November it will fund the new
school.

‘‘We committed to it in 2014,’’ he
said.

‘‘If we won government it would
have been built by now and the
students would actually be out there.

‘‘Unfortunately that hasn’t
happened so what we’ve done is
recommitted that money to make
sure that does happen (if the Co-
alition is elected this November).’’

If so, Mr Walsh said the school’s
funding would be in the govern-
ment’s first budget.

‘‘If we have the capacity to do so,
before that,’’ he said.

‘‘We asked questions to the minis-
ter during Question Time but apart
from a rant about the fact of the
billions of dollars they are investing
in schools we are none the wiser as to
why the Echuca Specialist School
wasn’t funded.

‘‘If there was that much money
being spent in the system I would
have thought it would go to someone
as needy as the placement of the
Echuca Specialist School.

‘‘They are in portable city in what
is effectively a carpark with drainage
issues.

‘‘We’ve all heard about the issues
about when it rains the sewage comes
back up through the drainage system,
it’s appalling in today’s age.

‘‘If the government is investing
the amount of money in education
why wasn’t that school funded in the
main budget?’’

Mr Walsh has a clear message for
the other side of government.

‘‘Come up here, make an announ-
cement and say it’s going to start
immediately,’’ he said.
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Walsh congratulates school on winning the battle
MEMBER for Murray Plains Peter Walsh has
congratulated the Echuca Specialist School
community for securing a long overdue funding
pledge from the Victorian Government.

‘‘Every budget since 2015 has been so
disappointing but this community has refused to
give up and we’ve raised the school’s plight at
every opportunity in order to finally secure this
funding pledge,’’ Mr Walsh said. ‘‘Today is a

victory for students, families and the school
community but we’ll be keeping a close watch on
the Andrews Labor Government to make sure it’s
not a hollow promise. The minister has released
$850,000 immediately for detailed planning and
we now will expect the State Government to put
the remainder of the $16.7 million pledged today
into the pre-election budget update that Treasury
will release publicly in early November.

‘‘Then we will know if Daniel Andrews is
serious about this commitment.

‘‘The students, families, staff and community
of Echuca Specialist School deserve safe and
modern facilities and I will keep fighting with
them until we achieve that.’’

Last month Mr Walsh and the Shadow
Education Minister Tim Smith announced fund-
ing to build the new school if it wins government.

Parents waiting to really see
if the dream does come true

SMILES ALL AROUND: Member for Northern Victoria Mark Gepp, principal Paul Marshall, Education
Minister James Merlino, students Hayley White, Zach Phyland and Nat Tonizzo.

ECHUCA Specialist School parents
will judge the Victorian Government
on action — not words.

School council president David
O’Dea thanked Victorian Acting
Premier and Education Minister James
Merlino for visiting Echuca and mak-
ing the announcement on Monday.

‘‘But as he reminded us we should
be judged on what we do and not just
what we say,’’ he said.

‘‘It was particularly pleasing to hear
things will start to happen straight
away and that’s what we judge them
on — what they do straight away.

‘‘It shouldn’t take too long because
the planning has been in the process
for years anyway so I am more pleased
about what will happen now and not so
much what’s promised the next time
they get into power, if they get into
power.

‘‘Today is a great day because
we’ve heard that.’’

Mr O’Dea said it was a concern the
government would not stick to its
promises.

But he said it was encouraging the
announcement stipulated money
would be spent straight away.

‘‘A lot of the kids understand what
they have been missing out on not
having the new school,’’ he said.

‘‘Sometimes these things become
about toilets and broken windows but
it’s more about lost opportunity to
have a school that’s purpose built.

‘‘There’s been a lot said about us
living in a safe seat — one side takes
you for granted and the other side
ignores you completely so to have
some success and move forward is a
great thing.’’

Parent James Walshe said the
community support had been over-
whelming.

‘‘It’s one thing that the school has
been asking for this for 10 years but it
has been the strength and the support
of the community that has really
pressured our politicians to make
decisions and make this happen,’’ he
said.

‘‘Everyone has made this happen
and we look forward to the school
being built really soon.

‘‘The community has really under-
stood it and the Riverine Herald has
been fantastic in making people aware.

‘‘I have had people stopping me in
the street saying it’s about time we had
this school and I’m not even bringing
it up.

‘‘When everyone is asking the right
questions there’s only one thing to do
and that is to do the right thing and

both sides of politics have decided to
build the new school.

‘‘Without people standing up the
government would have got away with
it again.

‘‘There’s been promises made for
10 years ... we needed a date today to
bring this to a head and he’s (James
Merlino) certainly given it a date.’’

Permanent carer Sue Brown said
she could not be more excited about
the news.

‘‘We have had amazing support
from the community — they were
backing the school so much — and
now we’re going to be part of Twin
Rivers School. We should have been
from the start,’’ she said.

‘‘We look forward to starting con-
struction as soon as we possibly can.

‘‘The kids really deserve it ... we’ve
worked tirelessly to make this happen
and we would really like to thank the
Riverine Herald for all their support.’’

Education Minister Merlino given
a master class in people power

From page 1

‘‘WHAT I’ve said publicly is that we
are going to finish what we started,’’
Mr Merlino added.

‘‘And the Echuca Regeneration
Project (see story above) is a big
project ... what I’m announcing
today is the quickest way to get this
school built.

‘‘It also means a brand new school
for the Echuca Specialist School,
that’s great, and importantly there’s

things we can do right now ... I’ve
instructed the school building au-
thority to release $850,000 immedi-
ately.’’

When asked why it had taken until
now to announce the specialist
school funding, Mr Merlino did not
provide a direct answer, preferring to
try and turn the blame onto the
previous Coalition budget.

‘‘What matters is not what you say
but what you actually do ... my
commitment was we will finish what

we started and that’s exactly what we
are going to do ... we inherited more
than 400 schools that were classified
by the Department of Education as
red schools.

‘‘If you’re a red school you are in
the worst condition.

‘‘We can’t fix that in one budget,
we can’t fix it in four.

‘‘We’ve got the biggest building
program we’ve ever seen but we
can’t do everything in one go.’’

OPINION PAGE 8

Project Echuca
regeneration

Stage one:

Echuca South and Echuca West
Primary School facilities — Comple-
ted

Stage two ($11 million):

■ Special School P-12 – main
building/learning areas;

■ Bus entry and drop off;

■ Bus/bike store;

■ Paths and bike tracks;

■ Southern car park;

■ Completion of north car park;
and

■ Community courtyard

Stage three ($5.7 million):

■ Competition grade gymnasium,
canteen, home crafts and music facil-
ities;

■ Southern sports oval – special
school;

■ Southern active play area;

■ Hardcourts; and

■ Remaining 5-6 primary school
building
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Echuca Neighbourhood House
261 High Street, Echuca

Phone: 5482 6914  
Fax: 03 5480 1026

Email : info@enh.org.au  
Website: www.enh.org.au

ABN: 43 374 311 705   

Term 3 
Classes

For class details call the house or go to 
www.enh.org.au

INTEL® LEARN EASY STEPS 
COMPUTERS FOR 
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS
Thursdays 26th July – 23rd 
August
9.30am – 1pm
Cost: $120, $50 Concession, $10 ACFE 
Eligible
Tutor: Brooke Whitehead
(Minimum class numbers required)
This slow paced course will introduce 
computer hardware and basic computer 
literacy skills, including the use of 
Microsoft products, internet & email.

INTEL® LEARN EASY STEPS 
COMPUTERS FOR 
BEGINNERS
Thursdays 23rd August – 20th 
September
1pm – 4.30pm
Cost: $120, $50 Concession, $10 ACFE 
Eligible
Tutor: Brooke Whitehead
(Minimum class numbers required)
This medium paced course provides 
detailed knowledge of Microsoft Word, 
internet search engines, emailing, 
keyboard shortcuts & trouble shooting 
tips.

LEARN COMPUTERS FOR 
STUDY & MORE
Tuesdays 7th August – 4th 
September
6pm – 9.30pm
Cost: $120, $50 Concession, $10 ACFE 
Eligible
Tutor: Brooke Whitehead
(Minimum class numbers required)
This course will provide you with a 
greater knowledge of the Microsoft 
Offi ce programs commonly used in 
workplaces and required to undertake 
study in a range of education settings, 
including Word, Excel, & PowerPoint.

Are you eligible?
Individuals are eligible for ACFE 
funding if they:
• Are aged 15 years of age or 

over
• Are not working fulltime; and
• Are an Australian citizen or 

resident.
To check your eligibility for ACFE 
funding, please contact the House 
on 5482 6914.

IN MY OPINION Tyla Harrington

People power wins
the war for justice

‘Everyone crowded around the Minister on Monday – and the Minister himself –
knew full well what had brought him here. The government had gambled it could
shave a few million from its education budget – but picked the wrong school and
the wrong community to do it’

ECHUCA Specialist School, local
business, the community and this
paper refused to go quietly into the
night when the Victorian govern-
ment abandoned the most vulner-
able students in Echuca-Moama.

Instead, together, with one $16
million goal driving us forward, we
started.

Not to just fight battles but to win
the war.

And standing in the school’s
brand spanking new playground/
casual area (paid for and built by
local business) Acting Premier and
Victorian Education Minister James
Merlino ran up the white flag.

The seed money would be made
available immediately; planning
would start immediately.

It would be churlish not to thank
the government for this backflip.

But everyone crowded around the
Minister on Monday – and the
Minister himself – knew full well
what had brought him here.

The government had gambled it
could shave a few million from its
education budget – but picked the
wrong school and the wrong com-
munity to do it.

Even then I, along with most
others, approached Mr Merlino’s
visit with trepidation on Monday.

We received the call he would be
dropping in just hours before he did
so we were sceptical about the
reasons behind that.

Then he dropped the bombshell.
He told students, parents, teach-

ers and the media the government
would fund the entire project.

But as always there was the stick
holding the carrot.

The money for the actual build is
only on the table if the Labor Party
wins the November election.

Unlike the campaign to get this
money, that’s no big deal.

The Coalition was here weeks
ago guaranteeing the same thing.

One of them has to win (hung
parliament notwithstanding) so as
far as the Specialist School is
concerned it is a win-win.

Mr Merlino’s announcement left
many speechless, others shaking his
hand or genuinely thanking him for
finally listening.

It came on day 69 of the Riverine
Herald’s campaign calling on his
government to reverse its decision
not to fund the school to move into
the new Twin Rivers School in
Echuca.

A hub two primary schools
already call home – and two in
nowhere near as much need as the
one left out in the cold.

The specialist school has been
battling with deplorable conditions
in High St.

Sewerage facilities are inad-
equate and warning signs about
asbestos are plastered across many
of the buildings.

There was a day when there was
no water and tubes used to feed
students could not be cleaned.

In the end students started ques-
tioning whether they had been
shunned because of their disabili-
ties.

Teachers were concerned wheth-
er those students’ lives were being
put at risk and the principal had
been forced to, at times, shovel shit
from the yard.

The writing was on the wall but I
truly thought we were running a
marathon.

One in which the treadmill was
cranked to a top speed and main-

tained until eventually (slowly and
sadly) our legs gave way.

The community would nod its
collective heads, hands would be
placed on the Echuca Specialist
School’s back, giving staff and
students a pat, there would be
apologies, regrets, and then the
crowd would slowly move on.

But on Monday Mr Merlino gave
them all hope.

Hope that if we as a community

try hard enough, change can and
will come.

One person or school in Echuca-
Moama might not be able to do it
alone.

But if we join forces and cam-
paign as we have done, nothing is
impossible.

At no point in our campaign have
we gone easy on you Mr Merlino.

We’ve called on you to resign,
hang your head in shame and
generally wake up to the dire
situation that is the specialist school

– and that you’re government
compounded.

I didn’t expect you to do any of
the above.

It wouldn’t be the first time a
journalist with fiery fingers slam-
med you for falling short of a
promise.

And it won’t be the last.
You are the Education Minister

for Victoria so for every school you
leave out of the state budget, every

time you ignore a community, there
will be angry and upset people
pointing the finger at you.

That’s what you signed on for.
And let’s not beat around the

bush, Echuca Specialist School
should have been a priority from the
start.

The conditions are appalling and
it is difficult for me to comprehend
a school more deserving than this
one.

It should have been in the first
stage because it is the school that
requires it most.

Before Monday it was also diffi-
cult for me to comprehend you
changing your decision.

I am not a pessimistic person but
I am a realist and the reality for me
was that we had to try to make
change but it would be a long shot
to pull it off.

So when you made the announce-
ment on Monday it was with great
relief to watch the weight of the
world lift off that little group of
students, staff and families.

Sure, it would be great if they
could be in the new school tomor-
row and it is sad we must rely on
election promises for these things to
happen.

But if we push that aside you
have said planning will start im-
mediately. The ball is finally rolling
and while the marathon is not over,
it seems we can dial the speed down
just a fraction, catch our breath and
continue moving those legs.

The school is celebrating and we
ought to celebrate with them.

It’s a great time to be alive Mr
Merlino.

On Monday you said “what
matters is not what you say but what
you actually do”.

You took the words right out of
my mouth.

And make no mistake, while our
campaign is over, we will keep you
and the other side of government, to
account.

Anyone can string enough words
together to make a promise.

It’s up to us to make sure you
keep it.

So with that said I – and the rest
of our community – look forward to
working with you and your govern-
ment (or the other side) in future.

This isn’t a goodbye, it’s a talk
soon. We’re determined to see this
project through.

Until finally our Specialist
School students are in the new
school, permanently, and this mara-
thon is complete.

At least until we find our next
campaign.

Well done Echuca Specialist
School, well done Echuca.

Take a bow. This one is all thanks
to you.



‘‘Make no mistake while our campaign is over, we will hold you (Labor) 
and the other side of government, to account. Anyone can string enough 
words together to make a promise. It’s up to us to make sure you keep it.
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We bring you local stories you 
aren’t likely to see anywhere 
else.

If you have interesting video 
that’s newsworthy, please email 
thelead@riverineherald.com.au

Don’t miss The Lead at 
riverineherald.com.au from 
5pm every Tuesday, Thursday 
and Sunday.
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Introducing...

By Tyla Harrington

AND the winner is the Echuca Specialist School.
After being pounded for almost two months by a determined 

grassroots campaign Victorian Government Education Minister 
and Acting Premier James Merlino snuck into town on Monday 
morning to announce his government will fund the entire Echuca 
Regeneration Project.

Despite not giving it a single cent in the May budget.
7KH�EDFNÁ�LS�PHDQV�WKH�VSHFLDOLVW�VFKRRO�ZLOO�PRYH�LQWR�WKH�QHZ�

Twin Rivers School; with planning to start immediately and con-
struction expected to begin next year, taking 12-18 months.

Based on Mr Merlino’s election promise, the school will say 
goodbye to deplorable conditions at its High St facility — includ-
LQJ�DVEHVWRV�À�OOHG�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�DWURFLRXV�VHZHUDJH�LVVXHV�³�DQG�
make the move in 2020.

If Labor loses government the school is still covered with the 
Coalition here just weeks ago to announce it would fund the 
project.
0U�0HUOLQR·V�������PLOOLRQ�FRPPLWPHQW�ZLOO�VHH�WKH�À�QDO�WZR�

stages of Twin Rivers built and came on day 69 of the Riverine 

Herald’s campaign to reverse Mr Merlino’s budget decision to not 
fund the school.

Principal Paul Marshall said he was thrilled.
‘‘The community really does deserve this ... especially because 

we can move onto the planning straight away,’’ he said.
‘‘I was speechless when Mr Merlino announced the funding.’’
Mr Merlinos said his government would immediately fund 

���������WR�À�QDOLVH�SODQQLQJ�IRU�WKH�À�QDO�WZR�VWDJHV�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�
3ODQQLQJ�ZRUN�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�À�QLVKHG�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU�

ZKLFK�VKRXOG�PHDQ�ZKRHYHU�LV�HOHFWHG�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�WXUQ�WKH�À�UVW�
sod to start construction next year.

The government will invest a further $5.7 million (on top of the 
required $11 million) to complete stage three, which includes a 
QHZ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�JUDGH�J\P�ZLWK�PXVLF�DQG�DUWV�IDFLOLWLHV��WKH�À�QDO�
classrooms at the primary school, as well as a sports oval, play 
areas, and hard courts at the special school.

‘‘We’ve been getting lots of correspondence and I promised I 
would come here to visit but I didn’t want to come here and just 
visit,’’ Mr Merlino said.

MERLINO
LEARNS
A LESSON

MERLINO
LEARNS
A LESSON

Owner J V O’Neill, P T Carter, M S Watkin, A F Ray, D 

J Mackenroth, M A Snowden, N D Rance, A Peters, P 

D Orrell, J Z Black, Too Many Reds (Mgr: T J Pender) 

& Daymar No 1 (Mgr: P J Montgomery)

Career record 42:4-6-10 Wins 1666 (1) 1680 

(1) 1700 (1) 2200 (1) Prizemoney $190,100

5TH, 16Jun18 4L Morphettville Parks Bm70 1950m 

58 (H Coffey 7) 10, Lim 54, 2:05.02  (Last 603m 

38.77), Soft(7), Casino Club 54 1, Beau’s My Boy 

58 2, Danouli 53 3, Btg $6.00, $11.00 9th to 800m,  

7th turn. 
2ND, 07Jul18 sht hd, 2L Gawler (Metro) Bm70 

2100m 57.5 (R Hurdle 1) 13, Lim 54, 2:14.48  (Last 

600m 38.94), Soft(6), Danouli 52.5 1, Dance Of 

Heroes 59.5 3, Table Of Wisdom 57 4, Btg $6.50, 

$9.00 6th to 1200m,  5th 800m,  7th turn. Hampered 

near 200m.

6 Sir Van Dyke (7) 58

Colours brown, cream sleeves, navy cap

5 b/br h Excellent Art (GB) – Respectfilly 

(GB)
Trainer Matthew Cumani (Ballarat)

Owner The Internationals (Mgr: M Cumani), B 

McAvaney, Mrs E McAvaney, K Cohen, J Onians, 

Lucrum Racing (Mgr: Dr D Tickell), Blind Sided (Mgr: 

T Adamczyk), L Bannon, D Thompson, G Robbins, K 

Nolan, Octopussy (Mgr: Ms S Stone), K Masters, V 

Guzzardi, C Roylance, R McDonald, M Whitehead, P 

Larkins & M Cumani

Career record 23:2-8-2 Wins 1738 (1) 2000 (1) 

Prizemoney $60,803

6TH, 20Jun18 4.8L Echuca Bm70 2100m 58.5 

(Dean Holland 8) 14, Lim 54, 2:13.99  (Last 600m 

35.51), Soft(7), But It’s True 56.5 1, Tiffany’s Lass 

56 2, The Donchess 54.5 3, Btg $13.00, $16.00 5th 

settling,  7th 1200m,  8th 800m,  9th turn. Overraced 

middle stages.
2ND, 08Jul18 2.3L, 2.8L Racing.Com Park Syn Bm70 

2200m 58 (Ms L Meech 1) 11, Lim 54, 2:17.16  (Last 

600m 36.88), Synthetic, El Don 56 1, Macrobius 59 

3, Pioneertown 58.5 4, Btg $6.50, $7.00, $6.50 led 

to turn. Overraced throughout.

7 Zadon (14) 58
Colours pink and navy blue diagonal stripes, white 

sleeves and cap, pink pom pom

7 b g Zabeel (NZ) – Blagdon (US)

Trainer R D Griffiths (Cranbourne (1))

Owner R Griffiths, T W Caplice, Ms A Caplice, 

Mrs J M Caplice, C Macek, G W McGregor, Mrs E J 

McGregor, P W Thomas, A T Warren, Bearman Racing 

(Mgr: L A Bearman), Village People (Mgr: A H Price) & 

Mrs M Van Wegen
Career record 18:3-1-4 Wins 1400 (1) 1600 (1) 

2000 (1) Prizemoney $67,365

10TH, 03Jun18 8.1L Ballarat Bm78 2000m 56 (J 

McNeil 4) 16, Lim 54, 2:09.83  (Last 600m 38.12), 

Soft(7), Midas Man 55 1, Brigadier 57 2, Tiger Tim 

55.5 3, Btg $11.00, $10.00 5th to 800m,  6th turn. 

10TH, 08Jul18 24L Racing.Com Park Syn Bm70 

2200m 59 (J McNeil 6) 11, Lim 54, 2:17.16  (Last 

600m 36.88), Synthetic, El Don 56 1, Sir Van Dyke 

58 2, Macrobius 59 3, Btg $6.00, $8.00 8th settling,  

9th 1200m,  10th 800m,  9th turn. Hampered near 

turn. Vetted - no abnormalities.

8 Ambassador Lad (10) 57.5

Colours red, white epaulettes, band, armbands 

and cap l (NZ) Perfect Lass

13TH, 02Jul18 11.3L Wangaratta Bm58 2000m 59.5 

(T Germaine 13) 14, Lim 54, 2:08.44  (Last 600m 

38.96), Soft(6), Cooter Cha Cha 57.5 1, Raid The 

Cabinet 60 2, Oh Baby 58 3, Btg $31.00, $41.00, 

$31.00 13th to 800m,  Last turn. 

13 Golden Flag (5) 55

Colours maroon, white star, white and maroon 

stars sleeves, white and maroon star cap

4 b g Raise The Flag (GB) – Personal 

Column (NZ)
Trainer D K Weir (Ballarat)

Owner K Wee
Career record 14:2-2-1 Wins 1400 (1) 2000 (1) 

Prizemoney $38,875

5TH, 24Jun18 6.1L Ballarat Bm64 1600m 59.5 (D 

Yendall 2) 16, Lim 54, 1:43.89  (Last 600m 38.46), 

Heavy(8), Potemkin 59 1, Mercy Street 59.5 2, 

Fastnet Cyclone 59 3, Btg $16.00, $17.00, $13.00 

11th settling,  12th to 800m,  13th turn. Slowly away.

8TH, 04Jul18 7.4L Sandown-Hillside Bm64 1800m 

57.5 (E Brown 11) 11, Lim 54, 1:52.02  (Last 600m 

35.56), Good(3), Legale 59 1, River Goddess 58 2, 

Citrus Wish 57.5 3, Btg $5.50, $7.00 10th settling,  

Last to 800m,  10th turn. Vetted - no abnormalities.

14 Oh Baby (3) 54
Colours sky blue, yellow star and sleeves, sky blue 

stars armband, sky blue cap, yellow star

5 b m Authorized (IR) – Our Sharapova

Trainer P Donnelly (Benalla)

Owner P D Donnelly

Career record 36:4-3-3 Wins 1600 (1) 1800 (1) 

1830 (1) 2200 (1) Prizemoney $60,091

3RD, 02Jul18 2.8L, nck Wangaratta Bm58 2000m 58 

(J Rule 10) 14, Lim 54, 2:08.44  (Last 600m 38.96), 

Soft(6), Cooter Cha Cha 57.5 1, Raid The Cabinet 60 

2, Princess Anacheeva 58.5 4, Btg $10.00, $13.00 

8th settling,  2nd 1200m,  3rd to turn. Ran wide 

early stages.
13TH, 11Jul18 10.5L Sandown-Lakeside , F&M’s 

Bm78 2100m 54 (Ms J Payne 12) 15, Lim 54, 

2:16.53  (Last 600m 34.33), Soft(5), Tiffany’s Lass 

53.5 1, Almalita 55.5 2, Street Spun 57 3, Btg 

$31.00, $61.00 10th to 1200m,  12th 800m,  13th 

turn. 

15 Dornale (8) 54
Colours orange, royal blue armbands

9 b g Tsigane (FR) – Rare Miss

Trainer G R McQueen (Bendigo)

Owner G R, L M & R McQueen

Career record 60:8-4-5 Wins 1200 (1) 1300 (1) 

1600 (1) 1800 (1) 2000 (1) 2050 (1) 2100 (1) 2200 

(1) Prizemoney $81,605

10TH, 09Feb18 9L Bendigo Bm58 2200m 57 (T 

Stockdale 14) 15, Lim 54, 2:18.51  (Last 600m 

36.98), Good(4), Tubbs Gift 58 1, She’s Got More 57.5 

2, Written Rulz 57 3, Btg $31.00, $41.00, $31.00 

14th to 1200m,  13th 800m,  Last turn. 

8TH, 07Jul18 10L Echuca 1st Rst58 1600m 56.5 (L 

King 10) 10, Lim 54, 1:38.98  (Last 600m 36.77), 

Good(4), Duke Of Nottingham 59 1, Easy Drama 56.5 

2, Mutin 59.5 3, Btg $26.00, $101.00 Last to turn. 

16 Zizou Warrior (13) 54

Colours light blue, black stripes, maroon sleeves 

and cap
5 ch g Zizou – Bukhoor

Trainer Ms A Johnston (Mornington)

Owner A Yargi, Johnston Houlahan Bloodstock, R 

Buzza, D Starkie, A Prestipino, G Lewis, J Williams, 

W Williams, S Porter, C Slade, S Davey, M Mason 

S s 2200 (1)

Trainer Colin Scott (Caulfield)

Owner J M Cappellin, Mrs G Cappellin, P R 

Launech, Mrs M Launech, Ms L Bulfone, Ms L Lodato, 

S Mercuri, Mrs R J Mercuri, P A Negrelli, Mrs M 

Negrelli & T Yorston

Career record 8:1-2-1 Wins 1400 (1) 

Prizemoney $32,775

LAST, 15Feb18 99.9L Yarra Glen Cls 1 1950m 60 (D 

Thornton 1) 9, Lim 54, 1:58.94  (Last 600m 36.08), 

Good(3), Seattle Park 60 1, Champagne Nights 

56.5 2, Zanahary 58 3, Btg $5.50, $5.00, $7.00 

led settling,  2nd to 800m,  3rd turn. Eased near 

400m. Vetted - no abnormalities. Trial to steward’s 

satisfaction.
4TH, 05Jul18 2.4L Cranbourne Cls 1 1300m 59.5 (B 

Rawiller 6) 13, Lim 54, 1:20.79  (Last 600m 37.88), 

Soft(5), Mr Warbucks 58 1, Aerospeed 60 2, Barbie’s 

Boy 58 3, Btg $8.50, $9.00, $7.50 3rd to turn. 

6 Lady Lee (10) 58.5

Colours black, white v, red sleeves and white cap

4 b m Casino Prince – Legislature

Trainer D & B Hayes & T Dabernig (Euroa)

Owner Mrs B A Green & Mrs P M Hayes

Career record 20:3-3-2 Wins 1400 (3) 

Prizemoney $67,270

5TH (D.H.), 13Jun18 4.1L Sandown-Hillside 4yo and 

UP , Mares Bm70 1400m 57.5 (C Parnham 3) 16, 

Lim 54, 1:24.67  (Last 600m 34.82), Good(4), Swiss 

Moments 58 1, Pria Eclipse 53.5 2, Alaskan Sun 57 

3, Btg $26.00, $21.00 5th settling,  7th turn. Blocked 

for run near 400m.

4TH, 05Jul18 3.2L Cranbourne , F&M’s Bm64 1300m 

58.5 (Ms C Macfarlane 14) 14, Lim 54, 1:20.90  (Last 

600m 38.60), Soft(5), Fastbrook 60.5 1, Nicodame 

57.5 2, Vainglorious 58.5 3, Btg $10.00, $16.00 led 

to turn. Rider told to use more vigour.

7 Elzinga (5) 58
Colours lime, burgundy hoops

6 b g Red Arrow – Curzon Dancer

Trainer E W Nichols (Benalla)

Owner Miss J A Schmidt, P A Street, Ms G M 

Shacklock, S A White, S D White, K S Holden, L G 

Flack & D G Flack
Career record 20:2-1-5 Wins 1170 (1) 1606 (1) 

Prizemoney $40,568

2ND, 02Jun18 0.8L, nck Bendigo Rst58 1100m 59 (C 

Robertson 8) 15, Lim 54, 1:05.48  (Last 600m 36.17), 

Soft(5), First Watch 56.5 1, Saveyourenthusiasm 

59.5 3, Solsay 57 4, Btg $12.00, $21.00 14th to 

turn. Checked at start. Blocked for run near 400m. 

Laid in in straight.
WON, 02Jul18 1/2 hd, 0.5L Wangaratta Bm58 

1170m 59 (C Robertson 6) 13, Lim 54, 1:10.60  

(Last 600m 36.92), Soft(6), Make Mine Brandy 59 

2, Doogan’s Destiny 56 3, Hot Girl Wanted 58 4, Btg 

$9.00, $10.00 10th to 800m,  8th turn. 

8 Frankiedee (3) 58

Colours green, yellow four leaf clover, sleeves 

and cap
3 b g Bernardini (US) – Boredom

Trainer Ms A Macpherson (Kilmore)

Owner Ms A K Macpherson, B J Pearce, D S 

Russell, R C Alford, B J Alford, R Carratello, Mrs P J 

Bowman, A M Bowman, Ms L N Macpherson, Mrs M 

H Masoch, A Martin, W G Read & P M Schols

Career record 9:1-2-1 Wins 1300 (1) 

Prizemoney $25,115

2ND, 15Jun18 sht nck, 0.8L Geelong Synthetic 2nd 

Mdn 1300m 58.5 (Dean Holland 7) 10, Set weights, 

1:19.52 , Synthetic, Alberta Magic 56.5 1, American 

Xpressx 56 3, Messika 56.5 4, Btg $4.80, $7.50 

2nd throughout G l ng Synthetic 1st

3 b f Reset – Palace Glow

Trainer D K Weir (Ballarat)

Owner Contract Racing Pty Ltd (Mgr: Mrs J S 

Moodie)
Career record 7:1-0-1 Wins 2009 (1) 

Prizemoney $28,065

7TH, 09Feb18 4L Bendigo Bm64 1600m 56 (H Coffey 

6) 12, Lim 54, 1:37.92  (Last 600m 35.27), Good(4), 

Shaq 59 1, Epsom Hill 58 2, True Kisses 57 3, Btg 

$3.20, $6.50, $6.00 6th to 800m,  7th turn. Stewards 

queried run. Vetted - no abnormalities.

10TH, 23Feb18 10.8L Moonee Valley-N Bm64 

2040m 56 (D Lane 11) 11, Lim 55, 2:06.92  (Last 

600m 37), Good(4), Vungers 59 1, Divine Command 

55 2, Fulgur 61 3, Btg $21.00, $15.00 10th settling,  

Last to 800m,  10th turn. 

14 Smart Stiletto (15) 56

Colours royal blue, black and white checked 

sash and cap
4 br m Smart Missile – Lisboa (NZ)

Trainer Levi Kavanagh (Flemington)

Owner Mrs I P Kavanagh, Mrs L M Archer, Dr J E 

Axon, Mrs L G Bertram, Mrs L F Daly, Mrs W Davis, 

Mrs J M Elliott, Mrs J L Elliott, Mrs C L Kavanagh, 

Miss M Pietromonaco, Ms C A Shelley, Mrs T I 

Somerfield, Lots Of Love (Mgr: Mrs M A Stevenson), 

Mrs W Sutherland, Ms P Tilden, Ms H K Kavanagh

Career record 14:2-1-1 Wins 1400 (1) 1518 (1) 

Prizemoney $40,200

7TH, 22Jun18 5.6L Geelong , F&M’s Bm64 1225m 

59 (D Oliver 6) 9, Lim 54, 1:16.06  (Last 600m 36.78), 

Heavy(8), Naantali 60.5 1, Wired 59.5 2, Monajet 58 

3, Btg $16.00, $31.00 Last to turn. 

5TH, 06Jul18 5.2L Bendigo 2nd Bm64 1300m 56.5 

(D Oliver 5) 14, Lim 54, 1:17.82  (Last 600m 35.46), 

Good(4), Like To Think So 59 1, Sunday Night Tea 

59.5 2, Columbia 57 3, Btg $21.00, $15.00, $17.00 

9th to 800m,  8th turn. 

15 Secret Reward (14) 57.5

Colours royal blue, white horseshoe, black and 

white checked sleeves and cap

3 ch g Reward For Effort – Maid In Secret

Trainer D K Weir (Ballarat)

Owner Australian Bloodstock, Australian Bloodstock 

No 2, Secret Rewards, Furlong Fellas, K M Dudman, R 

S Wallace, B R Frazer, W Garner, P Poder, D McNeill, D 

J Hopcraft, L Papera, J Caine & J Sellick

Career record 11:1-0-4 Wins 1100 (1) 

Prizemoney $51,400

5TH, 20Jun18 3.3L Echuca 3yo Bm64 1400m 58 (B 

Rawiller 7) 11, Lim 55, 1:25.91  (Last 600m 36.04), 

Soft(7), Elite Drake 56.5 1, Captain Harry 59.5 2, 

Stryke Rock 58.5 3, Btg $11.00, $13.00, $12.00 

5th to 800m,  3rd turn. Ran wide middle stages. 

Lost a plate.
4TH, 06Jul18 1L Bendigo 1st Bm64 1300m 57.5 

(B Allen 9) 9, Lim 54, 1:18.74  (Last 600m 35.46), 

Good(4), Misty Sea 58 1, Rock Of Mahal 60.5 2, 

Alejandra 56 3, Btg $4.00, $4.80 2nd to 800m,  

led turn. 

16 Johnny The Cashman (2) 

57.5
Colours purple, yellow spots

8 b g Dash For Cash – Denise’s Song

Trainer L E Robertson (Bendigo)

Owner L Robertson

Career record 22:2-2-1 Wins 1300 (1) 2400 (1) 

Prizemoney $44,688

WON, 17Mar17 0.8L, 1.3L Warrnambool Bm58 

1300m 58.5 (J Benbow 4) 10, Lim 54, 1:18.90  (Last 

600m 36.28), Good(4), Maka’s Blu Girl 59.5 2, The 

cted 57 3 Stella Effort 57 4, Btg $21.00, 
Overraced

3 Aeroplane (5) 59.5

Colours lime green, black armband, white sleeves, 

black armband, lime green cap

4 br g Casino Prince – Minerva

Trainer S A Dwyer (Bendigo)

Owner Delbridge Racing Pty Ltd (Mgr: M T Leo),g 

Wright, Mrs N Wright, Mrs C J Everard, H C A Everard, 

J Gore, S J Miller & P R Kiely

Career record 9:2-0-0 Wins 1200 (2) 

Prizemoney $29,650

9TH, 29Oct17 5.9L Sale Bm64 1600m 60 (M 

Walker 6) 11, Lim 54, 1:40.01  (Last 600m 36.12), 

Soft(5), Captain Jimmy 56.5 1, Walloon Region 58 

2, Caruselle 57.5 3, Btg $9.00, $13.00 10th to turn. 

Slowly away. Stewards queried run. Vetted - no 

abnormalities.
11TH, 06Jul18 8.3L Bendigo Bm64 1100m 59.5 (M 

Aitken 9) 12, Lim 54, 1:03.94  (Last 600m 34.84), 

Good(4), Miss Toorak Flyer 56.5 1, Furnish 59.5 2, 

Super Flyer 59 3, Btg $21.00, $31.00 Last to turn. 

Slowly away.

4 Zoot Suit Riot (14) 59

Colours navy blue, white circle, armbands, red cap

6 b g Not A Single Doubt – Eleebana

Trainer Adam O’Neill (Bendigo)

Owner Miss A C Sutton, A I O’Neill, R Colless, M S 

Greenhalgh & T Blum

Career record 36:5-9-5 Wins 1100 (2) 1112 (1) 

1200 (1) 1257 (1) Prizemoney $97,158

6TH, 08Apr18 2.5L Echuca Bm58 1009m 60.5 (J 

Keating 1) 9, Lim 54, 58.44s  (Last 600m 35.08), 

Good(4), Omorose 57.5 1, Salty Kisses 59.5 2, Coco 

Couture 60.5 3, Btg $5.50, $4.60 Last to 800m,  

8th turn. 
WON, 07Jul18 0.8L, 1/2 nck Echuca 2nd Rst58 

1100m 60 (J Keating 2) 9, Lim 54, 1:07.25  (Last 

600m 36.57), Good(4), Max Master 60 2, Kartem 

Around Boy 58 3, Mirimbah 56 4, Btg $4.60, $3.50 

(fav). Last to turn. Blocked for run on straightening. 

Shifted out near 100m.

5 Cullemmy’s Diamond (7) 58.5

Colours red, black g1 logo

5 gr m Street Boss (US) – Bringing Joy

Trainer John McArdle (Mornington)

Owner B G McIlwaine, Mrs H D McIlwaine, R 

Wiggerink, G H McIlwaine, C Clayton, J Craddock, 

K Ward, S Ward, D Beerens, A Locantro, S Conley, S 

Wallis, R Dipierdomenico, New Day Synd & Pinnacle 

Thoroughbreds
Career record 35:5-5-3 Wins 1116 (1) 1200 (3) 

1212 (1) Prizemoney $114,228

LAST, 15Mar18 7L Racing.Com Park-N Bm64 1200m 

59.5 (D Stackhouse 4) 12, Lim 55, 1:12.06  (Last 

600m 35.38), Good(4), Mastering 59.5 1, Jesta 

Dreama 57.5 2, Dunlap 58.5 3, Btg $15.00, $26.00 

8th to turn. 
2ND, 02Jul18 3L, 1L Wangaratta Bm64 1100m 

58.5 (Z Spain 5) 12, Lim 54, 1:05.27  (Last 600m 

35.40), Soft(6), Geneva Diva 55 1, Ghost Doctor 59 

3, Smash The Gong 58.5 4, Btg $5.50, $11.00 5th 

to 800m,  2nd turn. 

6 Karmonaaron (1) 58.5

Colours navy blue, gold and white crescent, 

gold cap
3 b/br g Dane Shadow – 

Backwhereibelong

Trainer Michael Huglin (Cranbourne)

Owner First Light Racing Pty Ltd (Mgr: T S Wilson), 

S D L Racing (Mgr: A Dickinson), V Smilevski, T 

Antonious & D B J Dye

Career record 8:1-1-1 Wins 1400 (1) 

Prizemoney $25,330

2ND, 28Jan18 nse, lng hd Geelong Cls 1 1700m 58 

(D Lane 1) 7, Lim 54, 1:44.94  (Last 600m 36.78), 

G od(4) Empire Liberty 57 1, Amendment 59.5 3, 
$1 80 (fav) 3rd to

Trainer Andrew Payne (Ballarat)

Owner Lion’s Roar, N T Smith, L G Hoffman, A B 

McGillivray, Mrs M Lamond, G Morris, T T Sheridan, 

G W Oughtred, P J Phyland, N G McMillan, D W 

McGillivray & Ralph Johns Family (Mgr: R H Johns)

Career record 6:1-0-0 Wins 1400 (1) 

Prizemoney $16,209

WON, 02Oct17 sht 1/2 hd, 0.8L Echuca 1st Mdn 

1400m 58.5 (R Mc Leod 5) 10, Set weights, 1:24.57  

(Last 600m 35.73), Good(4), Okotoks 56 2, Ancient 

Echoes 56 3, Riverina Explorer 58.5 4, Btg $4.60, 

$4.80, $4.00 (fav). led throughout. 

LAST, 07Nov17 19.5L Echuca Bm58 1412m 61.5 (R 

Mc Leod 7) 8, Lim 54, 1:25.49  (Last 600m 37.52), 

Good(4), Hard Spark 57 1, Lichen Lad 58.5 2, P’artie 

Town 60 3, Btg $3.50, $3.20 (fav). led to 800m,  2nd 

turn. Stewards queried run. Bled first time - three 

month ban.

12 Smash The Gong (16) 58.5

Colours black and white quarters, pink sleeves 

and cap
5 b g Equiano (FR) – Class Prevails

Trainer B J Goodwin (Seymour)

Owner B J Goodwin, R J Goodwin & Mrs J C 

Goodwin
Career record 23:7-3-1 Wins 1000 (1) 1100 (1) 

1200 (3) 1206 (1) 1212 (1) Prizemoney $48,179

6TH, 17Jun18 5.6L Bendigo Bm64 1100m 58.5 

(J Mott 7) 9, Lim 54, 1:06.76  (Last 600m 36.42), 

Heavy(9), Choisborder 59.5 1, Awake In Grinzing 

59.5 2, Gala Moshea 56.5 3, Btg $21.00, $31.00 6th 

to 800m,  8th turn. 

4TH, 02Jul18 4.7L Wangaratta Bm64 1100m 58.5 (J 

Noonan 2) 12, Lim 54, 1:05.27  (Last 600m 35.40), 

Soft(6), Geneva Diva 55 1, Cullemmy’s Diamond 58.5 

2, Ghost Doctor 59 3, Btg $21.00, $26.00, $21.00 6th 

to 800m,  7th turn. 

13 Snows Bro (18) 58

Colours yellow and navy blue stripes, stars cap

3 b g Volitant – Snowfield Lady

Trainer Jason Warren (Mornington)

Owner R T & Mrs J E Bradshaw, R M & Mrs A S 

Bradshaw, R T & Mrs C M Bradshaw, P J & Mrs L 

A McConville, W A McTaggart, C O’Brien, D P & Mrs 

A Stubbings
Career record 9:1-0-2 Wins 1203 (1) 

Prizemoney $21,535

3RD, 12Jun18 lng nck, lng nck Racing.Com Park 

Syn Bm64 1200m 58.5 (B Rawiller 2) 10, Lim 54, 

1:12.72 , Synthetic, Milord 57.5 1, Buckler 61 2, 

Perfect Command 59 4, Btg $21.00, $31.00 Last to 

turn. Slowly away. Checked at start.

LAST, 29Jun18 9L Geelong Synthetic Bm64 1300m 

58.5 (B Thompson 7) 10, Lim 54, 1:18.14  (Last 

600m 35.77), Synthetic, Lovewithouttragedy 56 1, 

Eagle Ridge 59 2, Amschel 57 3, Btg $10.00, 

$16.00, $15.00 2nd to 800m,  3rd turn. Slowly away. 

Overraced early stages.

14 Flying Spark (15) 57

Colours maroon, black maltese cross, gold sleeves 

and cap
5 b m Denman – Sparks Fly

Trainer S Fliedner (Bendigo)

Owner Wingrove Park Pty Ltd (Mgr: J A Vella)

Career record 36:4-5-6 Wins 1000 (1) 1100 (3) 

Prizemoney $107,015

4TH, 17Jun18 3.5L Bendigo Bm64 1100m 58 (Ms S 

Thornton 6) 9, Lim 54, 1:06.76  (Last 600m 36.42), 

Heavy(9), Choisborder 59.5 1, Awake In Grinzing 

59.5 2, Gala Moshea 56.5 3, Btg $13.00, $21.00 

2nd to turn. 
7TH, 29Jun18 7.1L Geelong Synthetic Bm70 1100m 

54.5 (Ms S Thornton 7) 8, Lim 54, 1:04.13  (Last 

600m 34.68), Synthetic, Clear Signal 59 1, Our 

M Garrett 56 5 3 Btg $31.00, $21.00 
00

ECHUCA FORM

From page 3 11TH, 24Jun18 13.4L Ballarat Mdn 1400m 58.5 (L 

Riordan 3) 15, Set weights, 1:30.95  (Last 600m 

37.92), Heavy(8), Front Of Stage 58.5 1, Miley’s Man 

58.5 2, Lady Loft 56.5 3, Btg $7.00, $10.00 9th to 

800m,  11th turn. Slowly away. Failed due to track 

condition. Vetted - no abnormalities.

3 Never Sue (15) 58.5

Colours lime green, burgundy hoops

4 b g Turffontein – Why Bother

Trainer E W Nichols (Benalla)

Owner Miss J A Schmidt, J Quattrocchi, Mrs D L 

Flanagan, E W Nichols

Career record 8:0-0-2 Wins  Prizemoney 

$7440
4TH, 18Jun18 5.2L Albury C,H&G’s Mdn 1175m 59 

(Ms A Masters 9) 10, Set weights, 1:13.42  (Last 

600m 37.77), Heavy(10), Reward The Chaser 57 

1, Extra Cool 59 2, Joburg Flyer 59 3, Btg $4.80, 

$5.50 6th to turn. 

10TH, 02Jul18 19.5L Wangaratta Mdn 1590m 58.5 

(H Coffey 9) 14, Set weights, 1:38.94  (Last 600m 

37.38), Soft(6), Pure Colour 56.5 1, Itchicoo Park 

58.5 2, Sunday Afternoon 56.5 3, Btg $9.00, $13.00 

Last to turn. 

4 Rocket Strike (9) 58.5

Colours red, yellow and royal blue checked band, 

royal blue sleeves, yellow and royal blue checked 

cap
4 b g Stryker – Whenever

Trainer D J Williams (Cranbourne)

Owner Mrs M Williams, B E Palmer, N J Sutton, A J 

Waldron, Mrs P T Palmer, G F Wade, B Maloney, G N 

Harris, Mrs C Beard, H Van Schoonhoven, R C Betts & 

Eastbeth Synd (Mgr: G J Eastmure)

Career record 8:0-1-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$9530
9TH, 25May18 6.2L Cranbourne-N Mdn 1200m 58.5 

(J McNeil 7) 11, Set weights, 1:13.57  (Last 600m 

37.74), Soft(7), Shir 58.5 1, Tourniquet 58.5 2, Spun 

Dice 56.5 3, Btg $151.00, $101.00, $151.00 Last to 

800m,  10th turn. 

LAST, 13Jun18 13L Sandown-Hillside Mdn 1400m 

58.5 (B Park 7) 9, Set weights, 1:26.25  (Last 600m 

34.07), Good(4), Mount Kilcoy 58.5 1, Star Clipper 

58.5 2, Richly Speaking 58.5 3, Btg $71.00, $101.00 

8th to 800m,  Last turn. 

5 Rocktheblock (1) 58.5

Colours orange, emerald green diamond and 

armbands
3 b g Rockaroundtheclock – Eminent 

Danger
Trainer J Rowe (Stawell)

Owner L Parry, Mrs M Parry, L McKinnis, M L 

McKinnis, R Power, N Power, B Thomas, Mrs K T 

Rowe & J L Rowe

Career record 6:0-0-1 Wins  Prizemoney 

$4785
8TH, 28May18 6.5L Hamilton Mdn 1200m 56.5 (Ms 

L Doodt 4) 10, Set weights, 1:15.26  (Last 600m 

37.23), Soft(7), Lady Mahala 56.5 1, Lukey Dee 

58.5 2, Diamond Arrow 58.5 3, Btg $31.00, $41.00, 

$31.00 led to 800m,  2nd turn. Hung out during 

race. Vetted - no abnormalities. Trial to steward’s 

satisfaction.
3RD, 23Jun18 0.5L, nck Donald 1st Mdn 1200m 55.5 

(L German 7) 11, Set weights, 1:13.62  (Last 600m 

Di i e Jewel 56 5 1, Stealthy Lucas 

11 Sergeant (11) 56

Colours royal blue

2 ch c Helmet – Cara Bella (GB)

Trainer James Cummings (Flemington)

Owner Godolphin Australia Syndicate (Mgr: Vin Cox)

Career record 1:0-1-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$6650
2ND, 01Jul18 nck, nck Sale 2yo Mdn 1200m 58 (C 

Williams 11) 16, Set weights, 1:12.09  (Last 600m 

37.29), Soft(6), Extending 58 1, Strategic Phil 58 3, 

Igniter 58 4, Btg $4.20, $3.50 (fav). 2nd throughout. 

12 Alidade (6) 54
Colours navy and white halves, navy cap

2 ch f Snitzel – Overblik

Trainer M G Price (Caulfield)

Owner D F M Syndicate (Mgr: D Suchowiecki), Mrs 

A McDonnell, R R Costmeijer, B W Wheeler, Mrs L J 

Wheeler, B K Houghton, W J Harding, M Biscan, A 

Suckling, B J Molloy, D J Molloy, M Lanteri, J Lanteri, 

M J Ward, Ms N J A Douglas & R S Dalgleish

Career record 3:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$2830
4TH, 25May18 4.7L Cranbourne-N 2yo Mdn 1000m 

56 (M Dee 7) 10, Set weights, 1:00.13  (Last 600m 

35.85), Soft(7), Shamino 58 1, Yulong May 58 2, 

Create Some Magic 56 3, Btg $7.00, $5.50 6th 

to turn. 
9TH, 29Jun18 6.1L Geelong Synthetic 2yo Mdn 

1300m 56 (D Oliver 1) 12, Set weights, 1:18.99  

(Last 600m 34.91), Synthetic, Ardee 58 1, Classic 

Weiwei 58 2, Legion Fighter 58 3, Btg $6.00, $7.00, 

$6.00 5th to 800m,  9th turn. Checked in straight. Vet 

examination. Lacerations.

13 Sellaronda (4) 58.5

Colours white, black lattice, red vee and sleeves, 

black armbands, red cap, black peak

3 b g Gonski – Jury

Trainer M, W & J Hawkes (Flemington)

Owner Ms G C Bailey, M D Temby, S Smith, M 

Worrell, B P Murray, Mrs C M Fox, Ms K Collopy, 

Miss G A Fox, C D Davey, Mrs K M Davey, J Collopy 

& Miss E J Fox
Career record 2:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$1540
4TH, 12Jun18 3.2L Racing.Com Park Syn Mdn 

1200m 58.5 (D Dunn 7) 12, Set weights, 1:12.63 , 

Synthetic, Amschel 58.5 1, I Am Vinnie 58.5 2, No 

Alibi 56.5 3, Btg $9.00, $13.00 7th to turn. Jumped 

awkwardly.
6TH, 03Jul18 8.7L Geelong Synthetic 2nd Mdn 

1300m 58.5 (N Callow 3) 11, Set weights, 1:19.33  

(Last 600m 35.88), Synthetic, Blue Hope 56 1, 

Invention 58.5 2, Numoor 54 3, Btg $3.80, $3.50, 

$4.00 led to 800m,  7th turn. Jumped awkwardly. 3 

Wide. Lacerations.

14 Angelify (14) 56.5

Colours red, white epaulettes, band, armbands 

and cap
3 b f Smart Missile – Wings Of Pegasus 

(IR)
Trainer Nathan Hobson (Swan Hill)

Owner D M Beatty, Miss B D Spencer, I J Spencer, 

L J Wallis, N R Barr, D B Grantham, I R Dench, B 

A Miosku, Mrs V L Ketteringham, C M Ford, Ms 

N E Brentnall, G J Leetham, Mrs N Clohesy, Mrs 

M Giddings, Mrs K Clohesy, Mallee Boys (Mgr: J 

Murphy) & Snowcarmel (Mgr: Mrs K Parkinson)

Career record 6:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$2590
LAST, 30Jun18 11.3L Caulfield 3yo Open 1400m 

54 (L Smith 3) 13, Lim 54, 1:23.25  (Last 600m 

1 St eet Sheik 51 2

3 The Raven (4) 58.5

Colours purple, gold diamonds, white sleeves 

and cap
3 ch g Poet’s Voice (GB) – Montclair

Trainer D J McCarthy (Wangaratta)

Owner B Dow, M Tripp, P Scott, B J Schraa, P A 

O’Dea, A B Buckley, G J Bradley, P Dwyer, K F Lubeck, 

L Liparota, G B Hicks, J W Seymour, Ms M J Currie, 

Tripp Racing (Mgr: Mrs C M Tripp), McEnnis Racing 

Pty Ltd (Mgr: M Ennis)

Career record 1:0-1-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$3740
2ND, 09Jul18 sht 1/2 hd, 1/2 nck Wagga 3yo 

Mdn 1200m 57 (B Mc Dougall 4) 13, Set weights, 

1:13.17  (Last 600m 37.25), Soft(7), Real Key 57 

1, Constitutional 55 3, Quiet Lucky 57 4, Btg $4.00, 

$3.20 led to turn. Overraced early stages.

4 Ankh Tillo (12) 56.5

Colours yellow and black stripes, royal blue 

sleeves and cap
3 b f Scintillo (GB) – Acacia Queen

Trainer R J Linnell (Kyneton)

Owner J R Thring

Career record 0:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney $-

5 Docarocket (8) 56.5

Colours purple, yellow diamond, green sleeves 

and gold cap
3 b f Smart Missile – Docalady (US)

Trainer Jason Warren (Mornington)

Owner Prof D Llewelyn, M A Milano, B J Hennessy, 

Just Fun Racing (Mgr: D C Halpin), Mrs K Waters, M 

Ali, S J Spinks, D Haylock, N W Tobin, D C Dare, G A 

Gook, S J Jarvis, B M Moloney, D B Spinks & Jagrem 

(Mgr: A N Hallett)
Career record 1:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$625
9TH, 24Dec17 2.5L Werribee 3yo , Fillies Mdn 1100m 

57 (D Stackhouse 8) 10, Set weights, 1:05.95  (Last 

600m 35.60), Good(4), Tennessee Sky 57 1, Spicer 

57 2, Bella 57 3, Btg $15.00, $26.00 9th to 800m,  

Last turn. 

6 Gem ‘n’ Us (7) 56.5

Colours brown, orange maltese cross and cap

3 b/br f Moshe – La Tap

Trainer Daniel Bowman (Warrnambool)

Owner K D Mathers, Mrs Y D Mathers, Mrs K 

A Mathers, J G Mathers, Mrs S Mathers, Mrs L R 

Scoullar & L A Scoullar

Career record 2:0-0-1 Wins  Prizemoney 

$4325
3RD, 10Jun18 1.3L, 0.8L Swan Hill 2nd 3yo Mdn 

1200m 56 (H Coffey 1) 8, Set weights, 1:17.30 , 

Heavy(10), The Presenter 56 1, Another Option 58 

2, Rerelease 56 4, Btg $4.60, $5.50 led to 800m,  

4th turn. 
4TH, 28Jun18 1L Racing.Com Park Syn 3yo , Fillies 

Mdn 1200m 57 (H Coffey 7) 10, Set weights, 1:12.20  

(Last 600m 35.10), Synthetic, No Alibi 57 1, Peko 57 

2, Shock Shock 57 3, Btg $9.00, $21.00 2nd to turn. 

7 Hacha (6) 56.5
Colours purple, gold diamonds, white sleeves, 

gold cap
3 b f Dash For Cash – Sly Sandra

Trainer B J McCarthy (Caulfield)

Owner B J McCarthy

Career record 2:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$550
LAST, 18Jun18 17.7L Moe 3yo , Fillies Mdn 1117m 

57 (J Mott 5) 10, Set weights, 1:10.07  (Last 600m 

37.74), Heavy(9), La Tigeresa 57 1, Can Star 57 2, 

Famoosa 57 3, Btg $26.00, $51.00 7th to 800m,  

Owner Ballymore Stables (Aust) Pty Ltd (Mgr: M D 

Moroney), R & C Legh Racing Pty Ltd (Mgr: R P Legh), 

Pulitano Thoroughbreds Pty Ltd (Mgr: G Pulitano), B 

& C Thoroughbreds Pty Ltd (Mgr: B Dorman), Gurners 

Bloodstock (Mgr: M A Ramsden), F P Doran, D J 

Roche & Ms M C Patrick

Career record 0:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney $-

14 Masterbrax (14) 56

Colours white, royal blue spots, royal blue and 

white spots sleeves and cap

2 b c Eurozone – Unapologetic (NZ)

Trainer D K Weir (Ballarat)

Owner Wylie Dalziel Roy Higgins Racing, P G 

Moody, P Cormack, B Samsa, G Ryan, J McAuliffe, 

21st Century Trade Group (No 5) Pty Ltd, B Dutton, 

M Stow, Q Quan, M McGuinness, Snow Road 

Thoroughbreds, D Gath, P Chapman, Harlow Hopefuls 

& M McKinnon
Career record 0:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney $-

3RD, 17Oct17 5L, 3L Tatura 2YO Btria 1000m,  (Jake 

Bayliss 3) 6, Catch weights, 58.47 secs , Track 

Good(3), Gaborone 1, Fiera Vista 2, Savoie 4,  

2ND, 03Jul18 sht 1/2 hd, nck Warracknabeal 2YO 

, C & G’s Btria 1000m,  (Jordan Grob 2) 7, Catch 

weights, 1:03.28 (Last 600m 35.10), Track Good(4), 

Boomstock 1, Defies Logic 3, Approach Discreet 4,  

15 Jawhara (16) 56.5

Colours yellow, dark blue vee and cap

3 b f Exceed And Excel – Emotional 

Circus
Trainer M G Price (Caulfield)

Owner Sheikh Mohammed Bin Khalifa Al Maktoum

Career record 9:0-2-1 Wins  Prizemoney 

$17,680
6TH, 25May18 2L Cranbourne-N Mdn 1200m 56.5 

(J Noonan 4) 11, Set weights, 1:13.57  (Last 600m 

37.74), Soft(7), Shir 58.5 1, Tourniquet 58.5 2, Spun 

Dice 56.5 3, Btg $11.00, $16.00 10th to 800m,  8th 

turn. Bucked at start. Warning - barrier manners.

7TH, 17Jun18 9.1L Bendigo 2nd Mdn 1400m 56.5 

(J Noonan 3) 10, Set weights, 1:27.09  (Last 600m 

37.36), Heavy(9), Jeune Elvis 58.5 1, Misscino 56.5 

2, Superego 56.5 3, Btg $11.00, $15.00 4th set-

tling,  5th turn. 

16 Collector’s Item (15) 58.5

Colours lime green, burgundy hoops

3 ch/gr g Masterprint – Persian Minx

Trainer E W Nichols (Benalla)

Owner Ms J A Schmidt, P Street, S A White, Ms G 

M Shacklock, S D White, D M Lester, B W Leitch, P T 

M Dawson & E W Nichols

Career record 4:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$1210
LAST, 17Jun18 23L Bendigo 3yo Mdn 1100m 58 

(Dean Holland 10) 11, Set weights, 1:06.39  (Last 

600m 36.10), Heavy(9), Gold Mag 58 1, Sagarra 58 

2, Tourniquet 58 3, Btg $71.00, $101.00 5th to 800m,  

6th turn. Wide throughout.

5TH, 02Jul18 1.9L Wangaratta 3yo Mdn 1170m 58 

(H Coffey 4) 14, Set weights, 1:11.13  (Last 600m 

37.30), Soft(6), Father Brown 58 1, Evie’s Pearl 56 2, 

Track Boss 58 3, Btg $101.00 8th to 800m,  3rd turn. 

Overraced early stages.

17 Thai Connection (1) 58.5

Colours silver, black lightning bolt, seams sleeves 

with lightning bolts, black pom pom

7 b g Bootleg – Miss Bayview

Trainer Adam O’Neill (Bendigo)

Owner G D Fullerton, Mrs N Fullerton & D Fullerton

Career record 31:0-2-3 Wins  Prizemoney 

$19,775
7TH, 23Feb18 5.9L Penola Mdn 1300m 58 (J Potter 

5) 10, Set weights, 1:19.83 , Good(4), Dyadamo 58 

1, Bronski 58 2, Dabay 58 3, Btg $11.00, $13.00 

2nd to turn. 
4L Echuca Mdn 1109m 58.5 (J 

4 Ransom Money (12) 59.5

Colours fluorescent yellow, navy atb logo and 

seams
4 b g Tickets – Play Money

Trainer D K Weir (Ballarat)

Owner Australian Thoroughbred Bloodstock Pty 

Ltd, A M Marshall, M Hall, S E Fitzsimons, O M 

Marshall, Coronet Racing, M Newman, D A Cassells, 

A Sultana, D W Spicer, B Smith, R Tozonotte, Wise 

Racing & H Hill
Career record 16:2-1-3 Wins 1406 (1) 1500 (1) 

Prizemoney $85,520

5TH, 17Jun18 6.6L Bendigo Bm70 1300m 57.5 (D 

Yendall 5) 6, Lim 54, 1:21.27  (Last 600m 36.14), 

Heavy(9), Silent General 59 1, Oscar’s My Mate Pa 

58.5 2, Miss Coolangatta 54 3, Btg $8.50, $10.00 

5th to 800m,  4th turn. 

8TH, 06Jul18 6.3L Bendigo 2nd Bm64 1300m 60 (D 

Yendall 6) 14, Lim 54, 1:17.82  (Last 600m 35.46), 

Good(4), Like To Think So 59 1, Sunday Night Tea 

59.5 2, Columbia 57 3, Btg $17.00, $21.00 11th to 

800m,  10th turn. 

5 Sunday Night Tea (3) 59.5

Colours bottle green, royal blue v, white sleeves, 

royal blue armbands and cap

3 b g Denman – Temair

Trainer D K Weir (Ballarat)

Owner S J Everett, M J Richardson, P G Bourk, M 

J Bourk, M T Callahan, S Ratcliffe, J L Permezel, R A 

Ellis, Stejomicks, Venkatapathyraju, A L Hall, Happy 

Colac, B C Hall, S J Dewar, K C Rodger, M Rodger, C 

K Rodger, B A Hall & Ms C Bellinger

Career record 12:2-2-2 Wins 1100 (1) 1200 (1) 

Prizemoney $48,820

9TH, 23Jun18 5.3L Donald Bm64 1350m 60 (J Rule 

12) 12, Lim 54, 1:21.88  (Last 600m 36.79), Soft(5), 

Zedda 56.5 1, Light ‘n’ Fire 60 2, Misty Sea 58 3, 

Btg $8.50, $9.00 5th settling,  3rd 800m,  8th turn. 

2ND, 06Jul18 3L, sht hd Bendigo 2nd Bm64 1300m 

59.5 (J Allen 2) 14, Lim 54, 1:17.82  (Last 600m 

35.46), Good(4), Like To Think So 59 1, Columbia 57 

3, Benny Goes Berzerk 61.5 4, Btg $15.00, $12.00 

6th to 800m,  5th turn. 

6 Think Alike (8) 59.5

Colours lime green, orange band, black armbands 

and cap
5 br g Lonhro – Bashful Girl

Trainer Glenn Cross (Cranbourne)

Owner I J Macdonald & L J Macdonald

Career record 12:2-1-2 Wins 1200 (1) 1400 (1) 

Prizemoney $53,715

8TH, 12Jun18 2.7L Racing.Com Park Syn Bm64 

1400m 60.5 (L Nolen 11) 12, Lim 54, 1:26.50 , 

Synthetic, Strike Action 58 1, Gee Whizzer 59 2, 

Trump Shot 58.5 3, Btg $4.00, $5.00 2nd to turn. 

Stewards queried run.

8TH, 28Jun18 4.9L Racing.Com Park Syn Bm64 

1600m 60 (D Dunn 10) 11, Lim 54, 1:38.74  (Last 

600m 35.04), Synthetic, Valac 58 1, Annunciate 59 2, 

Palmateer 55.5 3, Btg $6.50, $10.00 6th to 1200m,  

5th to turn. 3 Wide. Stewards queried run. Vetted - no 

abnormalities.

7 Raja Ampat (9) 59

Colours white, black quarters, orange cap

4 ch g Rothesay – Zilzie (NZ)

Trainer J F Moloney (Caulfield)

Owner Showtime Breeding (Mgr: R A Cutts)

Career record 27:4-3-5 Wins 1000 (1) 1200 (3) 

Prizemoney $98,750

8TH, 23Jun18 5.2L Donald Bm64 1350m 57 (T 

Nugent 2) 12, Lim 54, 1:21.88  (Last 600m 36.79), 

Soft(5), Zedda 56.5 1, Light ‘n’ Fire 60 2, Misty Sea 

58 3, Btg $21.00 3rd settling,  5th 800m,  9th turn. 

5TH, 06Jul18 1.7L Bendigo 1st Bm64 1300m 59.5 

(J Childs 5) 9, Lim 54, 1:18.74  (Last 600m 35.46), 

S 58 1 Rock Of Mahal 60.5 2, 

12 Truly High (1) 58

Colours maroon, white star, white and maroon 

stars sleeves, white and maroon star cap

4 br g High Chaparral (IR) – Truly A 

Beauty (US)
Trainer D K Weir (Ballarat)

Owner G McLaren, J Webb, D Bowman, B Shannon, 

D O’Connor, C Plant, Sunday Knight, W Lee, T 

Ginnane, Mrs J Lee & Mrs L McLaren

Career record 9:1-4-2 Wins 1400 (1) 

Prizemoney $32,700

2ND, 28May18 sht nck, sht hd Hamilton Bm64 

1600m 58 (D Yendall 10) 10, Lim 54, 1:43.81  

(Last 600m 38.42), Soft(7), Silver Stratum 59.5 1, 

Florida Pearl 59.5 3, Magnapegasus 58.5 4, Btg 

$5.00, $3.00 (fav). Last to 800m,  9th turn. Laid 

in in straight.
6TH, 11Jun18 1.6L Mornington (Metro) Bm64 2000m 

56 (E Brown 6) 14, Lim 54, 2:06.48 , Soft(5), Reticent 

58.5 1 dead heat, The Thug 59.5 1 dead heat, The 

Ultimatum 59 3, Btg $6.00, $6.50, $5.50 10th to 

1200m,  9th 800m,  10th turn. 

13 Big Knight (11) 58

Colours red, white chevron, red sleeves, black cap

5 b g Big Brown (US) – Smart Arch

Trainer Dean Krongold (Tuerong)

Owner L C Pyke, B W Hartmann, P A Ryan, C Druce, 

P J Mullen & M T Smith

Career record 17:3-1-0 Wins 1300 (1) 1400 (1) 

1420 (1) Prizemoney $52,583

8TH, 15Jun18 3L Geelong Synthetic Bm58 1300m 

60.5 (F W Kersley 4) 12, Lim 54, 1:19.08 , Synthetic, 

Voiceover 60 1, Aluf 61.5 2, Esprit Finale 58 3, Btg 

$13.00, $17.00 3rd to 800m,  4th turn. Blocked for 

run near turn.
6TH, 08Jul18 3.6L Racing.Com Park Syn 2nd Bm58 

1400m 61.5 (Ms L Meech 5) 11, Lim 54, 1:26.60  

(Last 600m 35.64), Synthetic, Stornaway 57 1, Zero 

Secrets 59.5 2, Tupelo Boy 52 3 dead heat, Btg 

$6.00, $5.00 led to turn. 

14 Duke Of Nottingham (13) 58

Colours white, emerald band, royal blue stripe, 

white cross, royal blue sleeves, white crosses, 

emerald cap
5 b g Excellent Art (GB) – Palace De 

L’elysee
Trainer Michelle Payne (Ballarat)

Owner P G Payne, Miss R Ellis, T J Little, Miss J 

C Bongiorno, Miss S Duggan, Mrs P Ferraro, Ms E 

C Francis, Miss E Lardner, Miss J A Locandro, Ms R 

J Ludbrook, Miss J E Mahar, Miss S A Mahar, Miss 

A L Torpy, Trafalgar Lodge, Jessica Rowe, Charles 

Stenberg,wayne Kiely,sonja Croucher & Signature 

Bloodstock
Career record 17:3-2-1 Wins 1200 (1) 1400 (1) 

1600 (1) Prizemoney $49,897

8TH, 25Jun18 4.5L Mildura Bm58 1409m 59.5 (R 

Hurdle 7) 14, Lim 54, 1:25.83  (Last 600m 36.18), 

Good(4), Tahnee Tiara 58 1, Rikibobby 58 2, Ten 

Nuggets 58.5 3, Btg $5.50, $4.00, $4.80 13th to turn. 

Slowly away. Rider told to use more vigour.

WON, 07Jul18 1L, 1.3L Echuca 1st Rst58 1600m 

59 (Ms M Payne 7) 10, Lim 54, 1:38.98  (Last 600m 

36.77), Good(4), Easy Drama 56.5 2, Mutin 59.5 3, 

Trimouille 56 4, Btg $8.00, $16.00 2nd to turn. 

 Race 8 2100m 3.30

1 Hardern (12) 60.5

Colours red, white star, green and white stars 

sleeves, red and white stars cap

5 ch g Hard Spun (US) – Northern Rose

Trainer D R Brideoake (Mornington)

Owner S R Accardo, M M Accardo, D Iermano, G M 

Accardo & S L Accardo

Career record 35:4-5-3 Wins 1200 (1) 1600 (1) 

1900 (1) 2233 (1) Prizemoney $205,865

L M onee Valley Bm78 2040m 
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ECHUCA FORM

 Race 1 1200m 12.00

ALGADON MISS (S C Bottomley) 2f By 

Equiano (FR) - Il Diamante (1:0-0-0): Wide 

throughout, laid in in straight when 9-1/4 

len 6th of 11 (9) $61.00 57.0 Pippie 1000m 

Cranbourne 2yo F Mdn Soft(5) July 5. Went 

to line tamely at Cranbourne debut. Faces 

a task.
APPLE BAY (Ms R Hoysted) 2f By Reset 

- Tiger’s Girl (1:0-0-0): Safely held in 9-3/4 

len 8th of 12 (8) $71.00 57.0 Anthemoessa 

1170m Wangaratta 2yof Mdn Soft(6) July 2. 

Failed to make an impression at Wangaratta 

debut. Not fancied.

BLAZEN DIAMOND (D K Weir) 2f By 

Congrats (US) - Dream Diva (2:0-0-0): Took 

up a handy position 4-1/2 len 5th of 9 (2) 

$15.00 57.0 Cupidity 1117m Moe 2yo F Mdn 

Heavy(10) June 18. Wide throughout, rider - 

didn’t handle going when 6-1/4 len 7th of 9 

(3) $13.00 53.5 Famoosa 1100m Casterton 

2yo+ Mdn Soft(7) June 30. Average effort 

at Casterton at latest. From leading stable. 

Drawn poorly. Place appeal only.

CHASETHEBONUS (John McArdle) 2f By 

Sizzling - Our Dreaming (3:0-0-0): Blocked 

for run in straight, stewards queried run when 

5-3/4 len 6th of 13 (1) $21.00 57.0 Kings 

Brook 1200m Ballarat 2yo F Mdn Soft(5) 

June 7. Settled handy when 6-1/2 len 11th 

of 12 (11) $19.00 56.0 Ardee 1300m Geelong 

Synthetic 2yo Mdn Synthetic June 29. Just 

battled home at Geelong Synthetic last start. 

Hoop riding lots of winners. Drops in grade 

and gets the chance to be more competitive. 

Outside chance for multiples.

DRAMADALE (M Ellerton & S Zahra) 2f 

By Real Saga - Mosscedes (2:0-0-1): Gave 

all for 1-3/4 len, lg hd 3rd of 7 (1) $21.00 

57.0 Al Naifa, Gheedaa 1100m Sale 2yo F 

Mdn Good(4) Jan 21. Jumped awkwardly, 

hampered at start when 7-3/4 len 6th of 7 

(2) $16.00 55.0 Sanctimonious 1200m M 

Valley 2yo Plate Good(3) Feb 2. First-up. 

In successful camp. Form rider on board. 

Rates highly.
EIFFEL STAR (D K Weir) 2f By Smart Missile 

(1 0 0 0): Slowly away, hampered 
00

STRYKER QUEEN (M M Laurie) 2f By Stryker 

- Spring Falls (1:0-0-1): Raced greenly when 

1-3/4 len, 2-1/4 len 3rd of 12 (5) $51.00 

57.0 Anthemoessa, Yulong Mercury 1170m 

Wangaratta 2yof Mdn Soft(6) July 2. Hoop 

riding lots of winners. Decent alley. Rough 

chance for minors.

LITTLE MANNIX (Michelle Payne) 2f By 

Stryker - Novasun (1:0-0-1): Laid in in 

straight when 4-1/4 len, 1-1/2 len 3rd of 9 

(1) $8.00 57.0 Riverina Dancer, Swirl Girl 

1200m Racing.Com Park Syn 2yo F Mdn 

Synthetic July 10. On pace and boxed on to 

fill the minors at Racing.Com Park Syn debut. 

Drops in grade and gets the chance to be 

more competitive. Has claims.

BIG SUZIE (L & T Corstens) 2f By 

Unencumbered - Lady Electrique (1:0-0-0): 

Hung out near 200m when 7-1/4 len 5th of 

7 (1) $14.00 57.0 Humma Humma 1000m 

Sandown-Hillside 2yo F Hcp Good(3) July 4. 

Ordinary at Sandown-Hillside debut. Form 

rider on board. Good gate. Can figure.

 Race 2 1600m 12.30

DALAHOUSE (D K Weir) 3g By Dalakhani 

(IR) - House Right (GB) (4:0-0-0): Laid in in 

straight when 6 len 5th of 13 (4) $9.00 58.5 

Think Diamonds 1590m Wangaratta 2yo+ 

Mdn Soft(5) June 4. Well beaten 7-3/4 len 7th 

of 12 (8) $19.00 58.5 Is Don Is Good 1628m 

Moe 3yo+ Mdn Heavy(9) June 18. Freshened. 

Couldn’t show a turn of foot at Moe last out-

ing. Drops in grade but sharp improvement 

required. Not out of this.

ITCHICOO PARK (N A Blackiston) 5g By 

Thorn Park - Foxy Cougar (NZ) (16:0-2-2): 

Overraced early stages, wide throughout 

when 2-1/4 len 6th of 13 (10) $10.00 58.5 

Raid The Cabinet 1590m Wangaratta 2yo+ 

Mdn Soft(5) June 4. Tried hard but no match 

for winner 7 len 2nd of 14 (2) $9.50 58.5 

Pure Colour 1590m Wangaratta 2yo+ Mdn 

Soft(6) July 2. Fitter for two runs back. Worth 

thought.
LORIMER (D T O’Brien) 4g By Makfi (GB) - 

Farasha (NZ) (2:0-0-0): Jumped awkwardly 

when 11-1/4 len 8th of 9 (2) $41.00 58.5 

Mount Kilcoy 1400m Sandown-Hillside 2yo+ 

G d(4) June 13 Showed pace 3-1/4 
C e

STAR CREATION (L & T Corstens) 3f By 

Reset - Medician Star (3:0-0-1): Resumed 

with 2-3/4 len 4th of 7 (5) $4.20 57.0 Typhoon 

Rubi 1115m Werribee 3yo F Mdn Soft(7) May 

25. Worked right to the line sht 1/2 hd, 1/2 

hd 3rd of 12 (3) $2.60F 58.0 Satin Sheen, 

Lovology 1300m Geelong Synthetic 2yo+ 

F&M Mdn Synthetic June 26. Freshened. 

Ran home well to fill the minors at Geelong 

Synthetic last time out. This looks more suit-

able. One of the major players.

ZESTO (Byron Cozamanis) 2g By Sizzling 

- Kyllaros (GB) (2:0-0-0): Didn’t offer much 

when 4-1/2 len 8th of 12 (9) $31.00 58.0 

D’Grammy 1200m Sale 2yo Mdn Soft(5) 

June 14. Checked early stages when 14-1/4 

len 12th of 13 (11) $201.00 57.5 Social Spin 

1400m Sandown-Lakeside 2yo Hcp Soft(5) 

July 11. Well down the track at Sandown-

Lakeside at latest. Keep safe.

YOUL BE GOOD (J P Lillie) 5g By Hussonet 

(US) - Autumn Heights (11:0-0-0): Failed to 

fire 10-1/2 len 8th of 13 (3) $201.00 58.5 

Gimme Strength 1300m Stawell 4yo+ Mdn 

Good(3) April 1. Ridden on the speed 5-1/2 

len 6th of 16 (13) $151.00 58.5 Paradise Cove 

1600m Ballarat 4yo+ Mdn Heavy(8) June 24. 

Freshened. Average effort at Ballarat first-up. 

Prefer others.

 Race 3 1600m 1.00

1 Betley (8) 58.5
Colours gold, black yoke

4 b g Amadeus Wolf (GB) – Nandaly

Trainer R G Symons (Bendigo)

Owner Mrs J M Symons

Career record 13:0-1-1 Wins  Prizemoney 

$11,250
7TH, 23Jun18 4.2L Donald Mdn 1350m 58.5 (J 

Keating 3) 13, Set weights, 1:22.81  (Last 600m 

36.72), Soft(5), Wayne County 58.5 1, Begood Toya 

Mother 58.5 2, Chairman’s Choice 56 3, Btg $21.00, 

$31.00 8th settling,  7th turn. 

4TH, 14Jul18 2.3L Wodonga Mdn 1400m 58.5 (J 

Keating 7) 14, Set weights, 1:27.22 , Soft(6), Hard 

‘n’ Tough 54.5 1, Mr Starkey 58.5 2, White With 

One 56.5 3, Btg $11.00, $13.00 8th settling,  9th 

800m,  8th turn. 

2 Cheeva Grande (10) 58.5

l white blue clover, red, white and blue 
d p

6TH, 29May18 6.8L Geelong Synthetic Mdn 1200m 

58.5 (J Mott 3) 10, Set weights, 1:13.03 , Synthetic, 

Celebrity Reign 56 1, No Alibi 56.5 2, Frankiedee 58.5 

3, Btg $4.00, $3.80 4th to 800m,  2nd turn. Jumped 

awkwardly. Overraced early stages.

7TH, 01Jul18 5.2L Sale 3yo Mdn 1400m 58 (J Mott 

3) 12, Set weights, 1:26.15  (Last 600m 36.60), 

Soft(6), Magnus Rufus 58 1, Cochada 58 2, The 

Rouseabout 58 3, Btg $31.00, $41.00 6th to turn. 

Slowly away.

7 Aedesia (6) 56.5
Colours lime, red epaulettes, hooped cap

4 ch m Mossman – Cosmic Challenge

Trainer Daniel Bowman (Warrnambool)

Owner Hello Possum Synd, J F Bowman, M 

Bracken, Roberts Boys Synd, J Claus, Mrs J Claus, 

Mrs L Pickett, Vella Racing, J Lochery, Dirty Angels 

Synd, Who Put It In The Quaddie Synd, J Ewart, 

S McLean, C McLean, R Merritt, P O’Loughlin, N 

Griffiths, J O’Keefe, Mrs J O’Keefe & D Johnson

Career record 16:0-0-7 Wins  Prizemoney 

$26,150
3RD, 10Jun18 4L, lng nck Swan Hill 4yo and UP Mdn 

1600m 56.5 (A Mallyon 13) 13, Set weights, 1:46 , 

Heavy(10), L’amour De Ma Vie 56.5 1, Seas The Host 

58.5 2, Marikoriko 55 4, Btg $3.50, $3.80 (fav). 11th 

to 800m,  5th turn. Laid in in straight.

5TH, 21Jun18 7.7L Warrnambool Mdn 2053m 66.5 

(C Douglas 8) 10, Set weights, 2:16.18  (Last 600m 

37.66), Heavy(10), Dream On Girl 66.5 1, Yamagee 

68.5 2, Mad Dog Morgan 68.5 3, Btg $3.00 6th to 

800m,  4th turn. 

8 Circuleight (4) 56.5

Colours sky blue, black checked quarters, black 

sleeves, checked cap

3 gr f Sebring – Allow

Trainer D K Weir (Ballarat)

Owner B2b Bloodstock (Mgr: R Surace)

Career record 8:0-2-1 Wins  Prizemoney 

$13,775
6TH, 08Jun18 4.6L Swan Hill , F&M’s Mdn 1200m 

58 (J Allen 6) 11, Set weights, 1:15.90  (Last 600m 

39.25), Soft(7), Cranky Missus 56 1, Geegee Boom 

58 2, Night In Paradise 58 3, Btg $4.60, $3.50 9th to 

800m,  Last turn. Fractious in barriers. Slowly away. 

Vetted - no abnormalities.

5TH, 23Jun18 3.6L Donald Mdn 1350m 56.5 (H 

Coffey 10) 13, Set weights, 1:22.81  (Last 600m 

36.72), Soft(5), Wayne County 58.5 1, Begood Toya 

Mother 58.5 2, Chairman’s Choice 56 3, Btg $7.00, 

$8.00, $7.00 12th settling,  11th 800m,  12th turn. 

9 Rosamond (7) 56.5
al halves black

 Race 4 1600m 1.30

1 Atom Atom (11) 58.5

Colours white, blue sash and sleeves, red cap

3 bl/br g Atomic – Archurreh

Trainer Daniel Bowman (Warrnambool)

Owner S J Gunning, C J Henson, A J Herring, J R 

Gunning, Mrs B A Leishman-Duncan, Miss C A Toose 

& Mrs B E Marshman

Career record 2:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$1175
9TH, 27Nov17 11.6L Hamilton 3yo Mdn 1200m 58 

(D Bates 10) 10, Set weights, 1:12.23  (Last 600m 

35.22), Soft(6), Buck Bay 58 1, Hermanito 58 2, 

Verdancy 58 3, Btg $17.00, $21.00, $17.00 9th 

throughout. Laid in in straight.

7TH, 21Jun18 9.2L Warrnambool 1st Mdn 1300m 

58.5 (D Bates 2) 11, Set weights, 1:22.44  (Last 

600m 38.38), Heavy(10), Skyschiller 54.5 1, Pueblo 

58.5 2, Juniper Girl 56.5 3, Btg $21.00 5th to 800m,  

6th turn. Slowly away.

2 Blinky O’Reilly (4) 58.5

Colours royal blue, red cross, white sleeves, 

quartered cap
3 b g O’Reilly (NZ) – Don’t Blink

Trainer Levi Kavanagh (Flemington)

Owner Mrs I P Kavanagh, Mrs C L Kavanagh, Mrs 

L G Bertram, R A Bertram, T R Wilkinson, B N Griffith 

& T J Storey, Collins St Partners (Mgr: B N Griffith)

Career record 8:0-0-2 Wins  Prizemoney 

$8665
8TH, 10Jan18 6.2L Sandown-Hillside Mdn 1600m 

57 (S Baster 11) 12, Set weights, 1:37.16  (Last 

600m 35.21), Good(3), Gretzky 57 1, Hermanito 57 

2, Zanahary 58.5 3, Btg $21.00, $17.00 11th set-

tling,  8th 1200m,  6th 800m,  4th turn. Ran wide 

during race.
4TH, 23Jun18 2.8L Donald Mdn 1350m 56.5 (M 

Poy 1) 13, Set weights, 1:22.81  (Last 600m 36.72), 

Soft(5), Wayne County 58.5 1, Begood Toya Mother 

58.5 2, Chairman’s Choice 56 3, Btg $4.60, $4.80 

(fav). 3rd to turn. 

3 Cash Bundle (9) 58.5

Colours blue, white and red band, white sleeves, 

blue and red armbands, quartered cap

3 ch g Starcraft (NZ) – Festive Joy

Trainer Patrick Payne (Plumpton)

Owner Price Bloodstock Management Ltd (Mgr: 

Ms J G Chapman)

Career record 1:0-0-0 Wins  Prizemoney 

$550
6TH, 21May18 8.7L Mildura Mdn 1400m 58.5 (W 

Egan 11) 14, Set weights, 1:26.11  (Last 600m 
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Race 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Steve
Davison

MEOW
Dramadale
Psychedelic

STAR CREATION
Cape To Cairo

Lorimer

CHAIRMAN’S CHOICE
Circuleight

Aedesia

CHAMPAGNE FRIDAY

Blinky O’Reilly
Supergrass

SERGEANT
Vienna Classic
Senrima Tide

BEZOS
Gem ‘n’ Us
Masterbrax

MISS ADEQUATE
Aristobeaux

Nahema

SIR VAN DYKE
Highgate Hill

Annaman

IMPERIAL EDITIO
Vladivostok

Secret Reward

Brett
Milley

BLAZEN DIAMOND
Lisette

Stryker Queen

STAR CREATION
Itchicoo Park
Cape To Cairo

CHAIRMAN’S CHOICE

Go Ferrando
Aedesia

CHAMPAGNE FRIDAY

Eden Eagle
Blinky O’Reilly

SERGEANT
Sellaronda

Vienna Classic

MASTERBRAX
Gem ‘n’ Us

Replay

ARISTOBEAUX
Sunday Night Tea

Honolulu Lass

AMBASSADOR LAD

Highgate Hill
Golden Flag

VLADIVOSTOK
Frankiedee

Elzinga

Kate
Bromley

DRAMADALE
Sipura

Psychedelic

STAR CREATION
Cape To Cairo
Itchicoo Park

CIRCULEIGHT

Chairman’s Choice
Betley

CHAMPAGNE FRIDAY

Supergrass
Stormy Jack

SERGEANT
Vienna Classic
Mr Phenomenal

SISTER MAREE
Masterbrax
The Raven

ARISTOBEAUX
Miss Adequate

Sunday Night Tea

GOLDEN FLAG
Sir Van Dyke

Hardern

SECRET REWA
Frankiedee

King Mombas

Mitchell
Hamilton

BIG SUZIE
Meow
Sipura

STAR CREATION
Dalahouse

Lorimer

CIRCULEIGHT

Chairman’s Choice
Go Ferrando

CASH BUNDLE

Champagne Friday
Supergrass

SELLARONDA
Vienna Classic

Sergeant

MASTERBRAX
Jawhara

Brutal Power

MISS ADEQUATE
Truly High

Aristobeaux

ANNAMAN
Sir Van Dyke

Jack In The Ditch

DESIDERO
Bella Lucia

Imperial Edi

1 12.00 Two Tarts Catering 1200m

Apprentices can claim 2yo Fillies Maiden SW $25,000

 1 6 Algadon Miss (9) S C Bottomley .............J Keating 57 50.00

 2 8 Apple Bay (1) Ms R Hoysted...........................J
 Fry 57 50.00

 3 57 Blazen Diamond (15) D K Weir ....................J Allen 57 15.00

 4 6s60 Chasethebonus (11) John McArdle ............. J Mott 57 15.00

 5 36s Dramadale (8) M Ellerton & S Zahra ........... D Lane 57 5.00

 6 8 Eiffel Star (2) D K Weir ..........................
. B Allen (a) 57 18.00

 7  Itchy Ears (7) Jason Warren ...... Ms M Julius (a1.5) 57 15.00

 8 9 La Bella Costa (16) M M Laurie ............................
.. 57 25.00

 9 47s Lisette (3) Byron Cozamanis ................... J Noonan 57 18.00

 10 56s4 Maid Equal (14) D K Weir .........................D
 Yendall 57 15.00

 11  Meow (13) D & B Hayes & T Dabernig ....A Mallyon 57 8.00

 12  Psychedelic (5) James Cummings ..........M Walker 57 8.00

 13  Sipura (12) M G Price ............................
....... M Dee 57 6.00

 14 3 Stryker Queen (4) M M Laurie ..............D Thornton 57 20.00

EMERGENCIES

 15 3 Little Mannix (10) Michelle Payne ..... Ms M Payne 57 8.00

 16 5 Big Suzie (6) L & T Corstens ........................ J Mott 57 12.00

2 12.30 EMPD Plate 1600m

Apprentices can claim 2yo & up Maiden SW $25,000

 1 9s657 Dalahouse (8) D K Weir ...........................
.....J Allen 58.5 12.00

 2 37s62 Itchicoo Park (2) N A Blackiston .....Toby Atkinson 58.5 7.00

 3 85 Lorimer (1) D T O’Brien ............................
.... J Mott 58.5 10.00

 4 0s60 Sunset Bend (9) Mitchell Beer ............................
.... 58.5 20.00

 5 000 The Mitre (10) M & L Cerchi ..................D Thornton 58.5 33.00

 6 7s835 Zontario (3) Rachael Cunningham ........ M Poy (a2) 58.5 12.00

 7 46s82 Cape To Cairo (5) M Ellerton & S Zahra ..... D Lane 56.5 5.00

 8 90 Commanding Style (11) Ms A Johnston ................   

    ............................
............................

..Ms N Beriman 56.5 33.00

 9 4s43 Star Creation b (4) L & T Corstens ...........J McNeil 56.5 2.20

 10 80 Zesto (6) Byron Cozamanis ..................... J Noonan 56 10.00

EMERGENCY

 11 s98s6 Youl Be Good (7) J P Lillie .................... J Lorensini 58.5 25.00

3 1.00 1PRINT Plate 1600m

Apprentices can claim 2yo & up Maiden SW $25,000

5 2.00 Echuca Newsagency Plate 1300m

Apprentices can claim 2yo & up Maiden SW $25,000

 1  Adamatine (3) D J Williams ......................M Walker 58.5 25.00

 2 250 Mr Phenomenal (16) Chris Calthorpe ...D Thornton 58.5 7.00

 3 9s340 Never Sue (15) E W Nichols ......................J McNeil 58.5 15.00

 4 27s99 Rocket Strike (9) D J Williams .................J Keating 58.5 50.00

 5 s8483 Rocktheblock (1) J Rowe ............................
...J Fry 58.5 25.00

 6  Senrima Tide (12) M G Price ................ Z Spain (a) 58.5 8.00

 7 7s2 Yeldarb (2) D J McCarthy .............................
J Mott 58.5 18.00

 8 s08s3 Khulekani (7) Jarrod Robinson .............R Mc Leod 56.5 15.00

 9 45s04 Savvy Star (13) D K Weir ..........................
D Yendall 56.5 16.00

 10 55334 Vienna Classic b (8) Henry Dwyer ......... B Allen (a) 56.5 5.50

 11 2 Sergeant b (11) James Cummings ............. D Lane 56 3.80

 12 449 Alidade (6) M G Price .......................L German (a2) 54 9.50

EMERGENCIES

 13 46 Sellaronda (4) M, W & J Hawkes ...............J Winks 58.5 8.50

 14 08s04 Angelify (14) Nathan Hobson ..................... L Smith 56.5 33.00

 15 8s7 Summerfest (10) Brent Stanley .............. J Noonan 56.5 33.00

 16 97s Dangerous Dan (5) B A Gentle ..................C Quilty 58.5 50.00

6 2.30 Ferrari Building & Maintenance 1100m

Apprentices can claim 2yo & up Maiden SW $25,000

 1 32548 King’s Hand (5) J D Pearson .........Ms R Prest (a2) 58.5 18.00

 2 6s774 Surgical (18) S Fliedner ............................
.. L Smith 58.5 33.00

 3 2 The Raven (4) D J McCarthy ....................... J Mott 58.5 6.50

 4  Ankh Tillo (12) R J Linnell ..................... J Lorensini 56.5 33.00

 5 9s Docarocket (8) Jason Warren ...............D Thornton 56.5 20.00

 6 34 Gem ‘n’ Us (7) Daniel Bowman .................J McNeil 56.5 5.50

 7 00 Hacha (6) B J McCarthy .........................C Symons 56.5 50.00

 8 5s Jamaican Hurry (13) Ms A Johnston ...Ms N Beriman 56.5 33.00

 9  Replay (9) D J Williams ...........................
.M Walker 56.5 15.00

 10 8s26 Sarsaparilla (11) P A Sweeney .............. B Allen (a) 56.5 25.00

0522s Sister Maree b (10) R & S Cameron ........... D Lane 56.5 4.00

Y J Noonan 56 8.50
2 00

8 3.30 Georgian Motor Lodge 2100m

Apprentices can claim Benchmark 70 $30,000

 1 22154 Hardern (12) D R Brideoake ......Ms R Pearson (a3) 60.5 7.00

 2 47s0s Doc Holliday w (15) Symon Wilde .......................... 
  

    ............................
....................... Ms M Julius (a1.5) 60 15.00

 3 19s62 Meteor Light (6) M D Moroney .................... J Mott 60 10.00

 4 s0504 Eschiele w (1) M W Young ...........................S
 Vella 59.5 12.00

 5 s8752 Annaman w (11) D K Weir ..........................
..J Allen 59 12.00

 6 s4862 Sir Van Dyke w (7) Matthew Cumani ......B Rawiller 58 5.00

 7 09700 Zadon w (14) R D Griffiths.........................J McNeil 58 15.00

 8 77121 Ambassador Lad tw (10) Nathan Hobson .............   

    ............................
............................

........ Ms C Puls 57.5 15.00

 9 32s85 Duke Of Oz w (9) Jamie Edwards .........D Thornton 56 25.00

 10 2s489 Highgate Hill dw (2) G Eurell ...........Ms N Beriman 56 9.00

 11 53113 Jack In The Ditch w (4) P A Preusker ........ J Duffy 56 12.00

 12 00060 Undercover Poet dwh (16) Rhys Archard ......J Fry 55.5 33.00

 13 54558 Golden Flag w (5) D K Weir .....................D Yendall 55 6.00

 14 17530 Oh Baby w (3) P Donnelly ............................
M Dee 54 15.00

EMERGENCIES

 15 670s8 Dornale dw (8) G R McQueen ............................
.... 54 50.00

 16 79s75 Zizou Warrior w (13) Ms A Johnston ...................... 54 50.00

9 4.00 Murphy’s Turf & Landscaping 1400m

Apprentices can claim Benchmark 64 $25,000

 1 32421 Vladivostok dw (12) John McArdle ....... M Poy (a2) 61 5.50

 2 00178 Along Came Jones dw (13) Symon Wilde .............   

    ............................
.............................

........A Mallyon 59.5 16.00

 3 018s0 Hakerak dn (1) G Eurell ....................Ms N Beriman 59.5 25.00

 4 65148 King Mombassa w (6) D K Weir .............B Rawiller 59.5 7.50

 5 239s4 Desidero d (16) Colin Scott ..................D Thornton 58.5 15.00

 6 39154 Lady Lee dw (10) D & B Hayes & T Dabernig.........   

    ............................
.............................

.L German (a2) 58.5 17.00

 7 63s21 Elzinga w (5) E W Nichols .........................J McNeil 58 14.00

 8 s2321 Frankiedee (3) Ms A Macpherson ............... J Mott 58 8.50

 9 935s6 Strangest Dream cwh (4) Ms G Johnstone ...J Fry 57 25.00

 10 75817 Hard Spark tc (8) S Fliedner ................... J Noonan 56.5 17.00

 11 0s073 Alejandra (7) M Sell ...........................
.....P Moloney 56 18.00

 12 31s70 Bella Luciana d (18) M, W & J Hawkes .....J Winks 56 33.00

 13 3170s Imperial Edition (11) D K Weir .................... D Lane 56 9.50

 14 09s75 Smart Stiletto d (15) Levi Kavanagh .......M Walker 56 25.00

EMERGENCIES

 15 36354 Secret Reward t (14) D K Weir .............. B Allen (a) 57.5 4.80

16 6s1s3 Johnny The Cashman w (2) L E Robertson J Duffy 57.5 33.00

h ................... 55 33.00
7 20 00
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ECHUCA gallops Thursday 

MR 

TAB GUIDE
Daily Double 8, 10

Early Quadrella 3, 4, 5, 6

Quadrella 7, 8, 9, 10

First Four All Races

Fixed Odds All Races

TRACK/RAIL/WEATHER

Track soft (5). Rail is in the true 

position. Weather fine.

RACING AT ECHUCA 
TOMORROW 4-PAGE 
FORM GUIDE INSIDE

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2018       WWW.RIVERINEHERALD.COM.AU      MONDAY•WEDNESDAY•FRIDAY       5482 1111     $1.30

ECSTATIC: Echuca Specialist School student Zach 
Phyland jumps for joy watched by principal Paul 

Marshall and permanent carer Sue Brown following the 
announcement of money to build a new school.

Photo: Tyla Harrington
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