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NOW WE’RE 
CRITICAL

fessor Mark Fitzgerald (left) provided critical 
care for Mr Andrews last year after the Premier 
had a horror fall, suffering severe spinal 
injuries, a collapsed lung and broken ribs. 

Professor Fitzgerald now says he has no 
choice but to speak out over a lack of funding 
for the hospital, which he says is “well past its 
use-by date”.    FULL REPORT, PAGES 10-11

A TOP doctor who saved Daniel Andrews’ 
life has slammed the state government, saying 
he is “dumbfounded” that The Alfred hospital 
has not received funding for upgrades and 
claiming the Premiers’ office has ignored him. 

The Alfred director of trauma service Pro-

Sarah Booth

EXCLUSIVE Doctor who saved Premier’s life slams 
Dan for ignoring his pleas for urgent hospital funds

Daniel Andrews after his 
release from intensive care.

Planet of 
the vapes
VICTORIANS are vaping in 
record numbers, with an 
alarming spike in young 
women taking up the harmful 
habit, a new report by Cancer 
Council Victoria has found.

Eighteen to 30-year-olds 
now account for more than 
half of all e-cigarette users in 
Victoria (54 per cent), with 
health experts warning the 
state faces a slow-motion train 
wreck. 

The Victorian Smoking & 
Health Survey released this 
week also found a concerning-
ly large uptick in the number of 
young females, aged 18-24, 
vaping on e-cigarettes – up 
from 2.8 per cent in 2018-19 to 
15.2 per cent in 2022. And the 
survey found there has been an 
almost five-fold increase in the 
number of people who did not 
smoke but now vape. 
FULL REPORT, PAGE 8

e xc lu s i v e
ROBYN RILEY





Last lap 
for Grand 
Prix chief  
AUSTRALIAN Grand Prix 
chief executive Andrew West-
acott will step down after next 
year’s Melbourne race, in a 
shock departure. 

Mr Westacott has been at 
the wheel of the Albert Park 
showpiece – and the Phillip 
Island MotoGP – since 2011, 
taking the Grand Prix to new 
heights. 

His current contract runs 
until the end of June. With F1 
riding a global wave of popu-
larity and a new deal for the 
race here, he was widely ex-
pected to extend his contract 
with the state government. 
FULL REPORT, PAGE 3
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Rescue 
service 
hack fear
FIRE Rescue Victoria could be 
the victim of a cyber attack 
after the emergency service 
was forced to shut down its 
system over an outage. 

The agency experienced 
“technical issues” to its IT sys-
tem on Thursday, affecting its 
website and emails for more 
than six hours. 

Acting commissioner Gavin 
Freeman said the outage was 
expected to last four days. 

Mr Freeman said in the 
meantime the emergency ser-
vice would continue to use 
“manual systems” to dispatch 
fire trucks. 
FULL REPORT, PAGE 5
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BURNING 
ISSUE

EXCLUSIVE Burns experts warn of skin bank crisis as 
volcano blast survivor dubs shortages ‘horrifying’

SOME of Australia’s top burns sur-
geons say lessons from the Bali bomb-
ings have been forgotten, leaving the 

nation underprepared for mass-casu-
alty incidents including bushfires. 

Twenty years after hospitals rallied 
to treat survivors of the 2002 terror at-
tack, a leading Victorian burns sur-

geon has warned a plan developed in 
the aftermath has been neglected.

 And the Australia and New Zea-
land Burn Association president de-
scribed the issue as “top of the 

agenda”. White Island volcano blast 
survivor Stephanie Browitt said sup-
ply of donor skin was “literally a case 
of life and death” and shortages were 
“horrifying”. FULL REPORT, PAGE 4

Sarah Booth

Supply is 
literally a case 
of life or death

Stephanie Browitt

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

SATURDAY

SPORT

susseX, lies  
and VideotapeS

PAGE 9

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022 $2.50  (Inc GST) HERALDSUN.COM.AU

Starc’s 
warnie 
regret

 

One-on-one with RobboMust-read interview 
 

EXTRA BITE FOR TOP DOG
Bevo knocks back rivals to sign new deal

PLUS      OUR FINALS FAIL      WHY STARS EXITED      2023 BOUNCE BACK
EXCLUSIVE: PAGES 92-93



04 NEWS heraldsun.com.au

MHSE01Z01MA - V1

Dan’s steer 
over dope 
THE Andrews government is 
open to overhauling driving 
laws that would allow non-
impaired medicinal cannabis 
users to get behind the wheel. 

But Premier Daniel 
Andrews said there was no 
quick fix to the issue because 
available testing methods only 
picked up the presence of a 
drug, rather than whether it 
had impaired a driver. 

“There are a number of 
complexities to this,” he said. 
“But I think from a medicinal 
cannabis point of view, there 
are people who are not taking 
the medication that they need, 
because it’s a binary test – you 
either test positive or negative. 
There is no 0.5 for this. 

“I’m not sure whether 
there’s a fix to that … but I’ve 
always got an open mind.”

Mr Andrews said proposed 
changes would only apply to 
people who had a proven 
medical need to use cannabis. 

He said he had spoken 
former crossbencher Fiona 
Patten and other advocates.

 “It was always put to the 
government that there’s a 
bunch of people who need it …   
but won’t use it because of this 
driving issue,” he said.

AUSTRALIA’S unemploy-
ment rate has remained stable 
at 3.4 per cent while workforce 
participation has reached a 
 record high. 

Estimates from the Austra-
lian Bureau of Statistics’ labour 
force survey indicate unem-
ployment remained steady in 
November. 

About 33,000 jobs were 
added to the economy over the 
month, most of them full-time. 

ABS head of labour stat-
istics Bjorn Jarvis said Austra-
lia continued to have a “tight 
 labour market” in which jobs 
were plentiful and workers 
scarce, with most growth in 
full-time employment.

“Having generally trended 
down over the decades 
through to 2017 it (full-time 
work) has now increased to 
69.7 per cent in November 
2022,” he said. 

Illness continued to have a 
significant effect on the num-
ber of hours worked, with 
more than 500,000 people 
working  reduced hours in 
 November – a third higher 
than usual. 

Treasurer Jim Chalmers 
welcomed the results but cau-
tioned that global economic 
volatility would “inevitably” 
affect the labour market.

“We know Australia won’t 
be immune to the volatile glo-
bal economic environment 
driving higher global inflation 
and slowing growth,” he said.

“Due to a decade of deliber-
ate wage stagnation under our 
predecessors and the rising 
cost of living, workers’ real 
wages are still going back-
wards.”

It’s still a 
worker’s 
market
LIAM BEATTY

SOME of Australia’s top 
burns surgeons say lessons 
from the Bali bombings have 
been forgotten, leaving the 
country under-prepared for 
mass-casualty incidents 
 including major bushfires. 

Twenty years after the 
country’s hospitals rallied to 
treat survivors of the 2002 
terrorist attack, a leading 
Victorian burns surgeon has 
warned  a plan developed in 
the aftermath, to help hospi-
tals share resources and 
 patients, has been neglected. 

Australia and New Zea-
land Burn Association 
(ANZBA) president  Jeremy 
Rawlins described the issue 
as “top of the agenda”, while 
White Island volcano sur-
vivor Stephanie Browitt said 
supply of donor skin was 
 “literally a case of life and 
death” and shortages were 
“horrifying”. 

Victorian Adults Burns 
Service director Associate 
Professor Heather Cleland 
said burns need intensive, 
specialist treatment. 

“It only takes a few pa-
tients to overwhelm a burns 
service,” she said. 

A former ANZBA presi-
dent, Prof Cleland said she 
was not aware of any exer-
cise to test mass burn casual-
ty plans, and generic disaster 
frameworks did not always 
capture burns’ specific chal-
lenges.   

“In the last 20 years, I 
haven’t been involved in an-
other exercise to test plans 
and frameworks and 
 capacity,” she said. 

“It’s pretty easy in Aus-
tralia to run out of dressings, 
for example”. 

Dr Rawlins, a Perth sur-
geon, said historically, “we 
were better”. 

“We had systems in 
place,” he said. 

“We had Ausburnplan, 
which was a national plan in 
the event of mass casualties, 
for us to be able to move 
 clinicians or indeed move 
patients. 

“We have let that slip a 
little bit.” 

He said the profession’s 
“close-knit” nature had cov-
ered for this drop in plan-
ning, but warned that 
conversations between 
members to co-ordinate 
hospital transfers them-
selves would not always be 
enough. 

“We need to put those … 
informal phone calls and 
emails into a more concrete 

plan that will stand the test 
of time in the event of a 
natural disaster, or a terror-
ist attack or big plane crash,” 
he said. 

A 2021 McKell Institute 
report into Victorian burns 
care described Australia’s 
system as “fragmented”, 
while a 2020 royal commis-
sion into natural disaster 
 arrangements noted there 
“may be benefit in review-
ing” plans including 
 Ausburnplan”. 

Prof Cleland also called 
for funding to establish a 
 national skin bank to cover 
local shortages, and said 
they ran out of donor tissue 
in the aftermath of the 2019 
White Island volcano erup-
tion in New Zealand and the 
Bali bombings. 

“In the Black Saturday 
bushfires, we ran out of skin 
again and we couldn’t get 
any from the US, which is 
our fallback position, be-
cause they were having 
problems as well,” she said. 

“We still don’t have a 
 national stockpile should 
another incident like that 
occur, which puts us at the 
mercy of being able to im-
port skin from other coun-
tries.

“(This) is really a huge 
deficit in our preparedness 
for another mass burn casu-
alty episode.”

Ms Browitt, who suffered 
severe burns and lost her 
 father Paul and sister Krys-
tal, in the tragedy off the east 
coast of the North Island, 
supported the call for 
change. 

She said she wouldn’t be 
alive without the donor skin 
that had to be flown in from 
the United States. 

“It is incredibly horrifying 
to know that our lives were 
depending on the avail-
ability of skin donation from 
overseas because our own 
country just doesn’t have 
enough supply for these 
huge disasters,” she said. 

“To still be facing these is-
sues two decades later, 
speaks volumes of how over-
looked this extremely im-
portant issue is.

“Our burn units are 
 extremely under-prepared 
when it comes to readily 
available skin for mass casu-
alty events.

“Australia, a bushfire- 
prone country, is sadly 
bound to suffer mass casual-
ty events in the future.”

It comes after a frame-
work for the sector, released 
by the federal Health De-
partment earlier this year, 

White Island eruption 
survivor Stephanie Browitt 
now, and (inset top) soon 
after the accident. 

Skin shortage 
is ‘horrifying’ 
E XC LU S I V E

SARAH BOOTH

Call to action on burns 

acknowledged that Austra-
lia’s tissue supply was “high-
ly unlikely” to become fully 
self-sufficient. 

“Current resourcing and 
infrastructure limitations 
mean that donation does not 
always proceed even where 
consent has been given,” it 
stated. 

Dr Rawlins said he wasn’t 
sure if burns units which 
used different methods 
would want to devote the 
time and resources to re-
forming differing and 
 “archaic” state laws. 

But Prof Cleland said 
Australia’s busiest burns ser-
vices — including Victoria 
— used “lifesaving” donor 
tissue stored by various 
banks. 

In a joint submission to a 
Black Summer senate in-
quiry, she and leading 
Queensland burns surgeon 
Michael Rudd said access to 
this tissue was part of best- 
practice burn care world-
wide, and called for Austra-
lia to develop a stockpile. 

A Victorian Health De-
partment spokesman said it 
would continue to work with 
federal and interstate col-
leagues to support access to 
these “life-changing treat-
ments”. Victoria’s guideline 
for managing multiple burns 
casualties were “regularly 
reviewed”. 

A federal Health Depart-
ment spokesman said the 
plan which included Aus-
burnplan was replaced by an 

updated framework for “all-
hazards incident of national 
significance”. Other post-
Bali bombings recommen-
dations, such a deployable, 
emergency response team, 
remained. 

“The Australian govern-
ment recognises the need to 
have agreed national plans 
to ensure adequate capacity 
and support jurisdictions in 
the event of any mass casu-
alty/injury event,” he said. 

“The treatment of burns 
victims occurs in hospitals, 
managed by individual juris-
dictions. A commonwealth 
operated skin bank would 
need to be considered in the 
context of established state 
and territory banks.”
sarah.booth@news.com.au
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City draws heat over new roles

Cody Simpson

MELBOURNE City Council 
has been slammed for appoint-
ing “chief heat officers” to deal 
with “life-threatening” effects 
of climate change. 

The council has previously 
declared a “climate emergen-
cy”, and is the first munici-
pality to create the new roles.

Long-time employees Tif-
fany Crawford and Krista 
Milne have the jobs as chief 
heat officers.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said 

they were tasked with reducing 
the risks from extreme heat.

“We’ve already started act-
ing to tackle extreme heat in 
Melbourne, using initiatives 
like our urban forest strategy 
to green and cool the city, but 
there’s more work to be done,” 
she said.

“Melbourne is already ex-
periencing the consequences of 
climate change. With extreme 
heat a life-threatening reality, 
it’s why we need to do more.”

But Ratepayers Victoria 
vice-president Dean Hurlston 
accused the council of virtue 
signalling while city businesses 
needed more help.

“Chief heat officers might 
be a new woke term for climate 
change action, but this does 
nothing to restore business 
confidence,” he said.

“The alleged heat increases 
won’t matter a rip if thousands 
of businesses are closed, and 
staff don’t return to the CBD.”

Simpson to saddle up
SINGER turned swimmer Cody 
Simpson will return to the 
stage to sing the national 
anthem on Lexus Melbourne 
Cup Day.

Simpson, who performed at 
Flemington in 2015, will return 
to the track for the race that 
stops a nation on November 1.

“Cup week has been one of 
my favourite major events 
since I first visited Flemington 
in 2015. The Cup has a unique 
ability to unite people from all 

walks of life to celebrate elite 
athletes both equine and 
human, exhilarating racing 
action and electric 
entertainment,” he said.

A teen singing sensation, 
Simpson returned to the water 
in 2019 and represented 
Australia at the Birmingham 
Commonwealth Games this 
year.

Other Melbourne Cup Day 
performers include Birds of 
Tokyo and Baker Boy.

Parents Satya Tarapureddi and 
Chandra Lanka visit Amrita’s grave 

on her ninth birthday; and (inset) 
Amrita (with her mum, above). 

Picture: Jake Nowakowski

A REVIEW into the 
treatment of an eight-
year-old girl who died at a Mel-
bourne hospital has uncovered a 
series of errors, as her grieving 
parents call for change and a 
new rule in her name. 

 Amrita Lanka died at Monash 
Children’s Hospital on April 30, 
a day after she was rushed to the 
emergency department. 

On what would have been her 
ninth birthday, Chandra Lanka 
and Satya Tarapureddi gathered 
at their “beautiful”, “kind” 
daughter’s grave on Friday and 
called for an independent inves-
tigation. 

In a letter to the parents, Mo-
nash Health said their Sentinel 
Event Review had found: 
AN abnormal ECG was not 
 interpreted correctly, and the 
on-call cardiologist was not con-
tacted until three hours later;
THE seriousness of some abnor-
mal blood results was not ap-
preciated;
MONITORING of vital signs 
was inadequate; and 
THERE was a window when she 
probably could have been trans-

ferred for advanced care.
The letter said Amrita died of 

a rare heart condition called 
lymphocytic myocarditis, likely 
triggered by a viral infection. 

“Early transfer to the Royal 
Children’s Hospital may have 
improved her chances of sur-
vival, although the panel ex-
pressed reservations, given the 
severity . . . of the myocarditis,” 
the letter stated. 

Her parents said Amrita’s 
death was preventable, their 
concerns were at times dismissed 
and there were signs Amrita was 
seriously unwell well before the 
time period covered by the re-
view. They are pushing for the 
 introduction of “Amrita’s Rule”, 
a statewide escalation process 
for families who feel their con-
cerns about loved ones are not 
being heard by hospital staff.

Mr Lanka said they were 
speaking out to prevent other 
children from dying. 

“Health Minister, the graves 
are filling fast,” he said. 

“So please do act fast. The 

health system is broken.” 
He said they should have 

spent Friday “celebrating her 
birthday with gifts and cakes”. 

“But here we are mourning on 
her birthday,” he said. “Every 
day is hell for us. Monash Hospi-
tal had sealed her fate.”

Mum Satya Tarapureddi said 
the situation was “torture”. 

“How painful and unbearable 
for all the parents,” she said. 

Amrita’s death has been re-
ferred to Safer Care Victoria. 

Her death is among a spate of 
cases that have led senior doc-
tors to call for a review of the 
state’s paediatric emergency 
care, as revealed by the Herald 
Sun last month. 

The family is working with 
Slater & Gordon’s Lee Kimoni-
des to investigate a medical neg-
ligence claim.

Ms Kimonides said “crucial 
questions” still needed to be in-
vestigated. 

“It appears from the medical 
records that there were deficien-
cies in Amrita’s care, including a 

failure to ad-
equately monitor 
her vital signs, or 
act on pathology re-

sults,” she said. 
“The horror of Amrita’s de-

terioration unfolded before her 
parents’ eyes. What happened to 
her is every parent’s worst night-
mare, knowing your child is seri-
ously ill while the hospital is 
brushing your concerns aside, 
culminating in the death of a 
bright and beautiful little girl.”

A health department spokes-
man said escalation processes 
would change if experts recom-
mended this. 

Escalation protocols for 
parents, family and carers 
are tailored to each 
health service.

A Monash Health 
spokesman said they 
were “deeply sad-
dened” by Am-
rita’s death and 
would im-
plement each 
of the review’s 
recommenda-
tions in full. 
sarah.booth
@news.com.au

‘GRAVES ARE 
FILLING FAST’

SARAH BOOTH Dad calls for urgent change


