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L TAXPAYERS FACE MASSIVE CLEAN-UP BILL
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police

EXCLUSIVE
ANTHONY DOWSLEY

A PROMINENT underwarid
lawycr was cecruited by
Victoba Pulive to inform an
criminal  figures  ruoning
Melbourne's drug trade far
mare than adecade.

The controversial move to
list the lawyer, whom the
Merald Sun has chosen to name
only as Lawyer X, as a
cegistered informer gave the
fome unprecedented access to
Information an  some of
Australia’s biggest drug barons
and hitmen, including alfeged
cormpt  palice and  others
involved in  Melbourne’s
gangland war

The [orce’s biggest secrel in
luming a high-profile criminal
Iawyer inlo an informer brings
into question police cthics in
cultivating "human sources”,
which  went  speciaculacly
wrong  after the informer
became a witness in one of
Australia’s  biggest criminal
invesligations.

The case unravelled aller
anather witness was killed

1t ended with Victoria
Police’s then chiel com-
missloner  Simon  Overland
agreeing to a settlement with
Lawyer X

The Herald Sun can also
ceveal a taskforce was then
shut rawn wilhout natice or
explanation a8 Investigatars
began  probing  whether
Lawyer X frad helped ciroulale
mare than 30 highly sensitive
informaliun  reparts  stolen
from the St Kiidn Rd police
complex in 2003

The investigation was taken
over by another taskforce,
which iz belleved did not
pursue the lawyer.

Juat prior to the taskforce
helng shut down, then depuly

i

cnmmlss(ijoncr Sir Ken .lnn]cs h i >« - A house of horrars has been so badly
addressed invesligators, Wl i -
ﬁau:ﬁihlsili'}t.;,'f"wé’ﬁﬁ.nu;: \ P trashed by pubhic housing tenants
the case, encouraging them to \ ; that taxpayers face 1 520,000
continue thelr work, . % L - 7

$ir Ken, who had concerns ' clean-up bill, Six tenants, incdluding
on the handling of informers " i . \ N
and witnesses, et the farce e . children. abandoned the Northcote
and was a targel of the Office 2t g home, leaving a mountain of junk,

of Police Integrily after a
public  fallout  with  Mr
Ovecland The force’s “human
sources” unit was also shut
down and re-formedd
CONTINUED PAGE &
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SATURDAY LOTTO: Draw
341M.22,26,21,29.10. 44
Supp: 25,27

Div 3: 11 winners,
$1,909,090.91.

Div 2; $8993.85.

Div 3: $1074.30. Div 4: $30.85
Div 5: $20.80. Div 6: $12.45.
SUPER 66:1,9,2.5,5, 8.

Div 1: jackpots to $170.000

intralot

S ——

LUCKY LINES: Draw 2099: 4, 8. 14,17,
21.30, 35, 37. LUCKY 3: Draw 1764: 5,1,
0, LUCKY S Oraw 1764, 16, 9, 11, 24,
BLACK. LSCKY KENO: Draw 7721: 1, 14,
1678 31,34, 37, 38, 48,52, 52 55 59,
6, 69,73, 76, 72,79, 80. LUCKY BINGO
STAR: Draw 300: 54, 30,52, 13,38,71,
9,17.46.68,24. 2,14, 66,74, 22,34, 37,
¥5, 61 28, 32 19, 64, 25, 33, 45, 50,43,
56,75,42,62,70,27,72,57,62.40,7,
31,18, 4, 8,23, 11,41,59,58, 20,
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just sea junk

THE frustrating riddle of
Malaysia  Airlines  flight
MH 370 has deepened, with
planes and ships working the
new search zone 1800km west
of Perth failing to find any
wreckage.

Hapes that numerous col-
oured objects spotted from the
air might be debris from the
crashed plane were dashed
after objects hauled aboard the
Chinese vessel Haixun 07 and
Australia’s HMAS  Success
turned out o be sea junk.

It now appears the Indian
Ocean is strewn with garbage,
misleading  analysts  who
thought they were studying
satellite images of possible de-
bris fields from the jet.

The search has shifted

PAUL TOOHEY, PERTH,
AND ONDY
KUALA LUMPUR

tions by internationat aviation
experts working in Malaysia,
‘who estimatet), based on radar
data, that MH 370 flew faster
and bumed more fuel than
previously thought.

In the absence of any other
significant leads, the search
not only presses on, it has in-
tensified. The Chief of Navy,
Vice Admiral Ray Griggs,
visited the naval support ves-
sel, Ocean Shield, in Fremantle
to inspect it being loaded with
a pinger loctor, which is
hoped may locate the plane’s
black box before ils batteries
expire in around seven days.

As eight ships and 10 planes

1100km north after calcula-

FLOOD OF LAUGHTER HITS CITY STREETS
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month-long cultural event,
which has brought more than
1000 artists together to put
on arecord 478 shows,

Festival general manager
Damien Hodgkinson said
attendance flgures were not
yet available, but “we’re
really buoyed by the response
so far”.

“We think we're tracking
similarly to lasl year, which

Bob Downe opens the Melbourne International C

dv Festi

MISSING
MH

37
e

worked in the new search zone
yesterday, one of A lia’s
RAAF Orion P3s was diverted
to fiy 648km north of the Ant-
arctic mainland to investigate
an emergency distress beacon
activated by a fishing vessel.
Thirty Chinese family
members of passengers on
board MH370 arrived in Kuala
Lumur yesterday, unfurling
red and white hanners in pro-

I. Plcture: ELLEN SMITH

SALLY BENNETT

was a bumper festival, so we
are all feeling very
optimistic,” he said

Fans have been raving
aboul their favourite shows
on social media, although
some have complained about
the warm temperature in
some venues.

Mr Hodgkinson said

way and find what they want
lo see,” he said.

He suggested people read
reviews, talk to family and
friends, watch clips of

g5 Bt

festival staff were ing
comedy rooms to ensure they
were working well, as well as

P @ to g
the massive program.
“Being 470-0dd shows, our

challenge is helping people
digest the program in the hest

¢ an the e
website and visit the Festival
Club, which put on a mixed
bill of artists every night at
the HiFi Bar on Swanston Si.
‘“Also the blackboard at
the Melbourne Town Hallis a
hit of a comedy tradition, It

test at what they claim is a lack
of transparency and the truth
from Malaysia.

“We want evidence, we
want the truth, we want our
family back.” angry Chinese
relatives chanted at an im-
promptu protest in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday.

“Hand us the murderer. Tell
us the truth. Give us our rela-
tives back,” one banner read
“You must return relatives of
MH370. No strings attached.”

Malaysian Airlines said it
would fly families to Pertb only
after official confirmation that
wreckage had been found.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
batt has appointed former De-
fence chief Angus Houston to
co-ordinate Australia’s search.
paul toghey@news,com,au

lists all of the events in and
around the CBD and is a
really great way to geta
rund of what's happ
hour by hour,” he said.

“I was standing outside the
Town Hall last night and the
city was buzzing. The festival
is a really special time in
Meltbourne.”

For the first time this year,
Herald Sun reviews online
have a “rate this show" panel
for audlences to give their
own star rating.

REVIEWS, PAGE 37

FOR MORE COMEDY FESTIVAL
NEWS AND REVIEWS, VISIT
HERALDSUN.COM.AU

Lawyer
a police
agent

FROM PAGE i
The paper can reveal, just
prior to the taskforce being
shut down, then: Deputy Com-
missioner Sir Ken Jones ad-
dressed invesligatars, who had
spent six years working on the
case, encouraging them to con-
tinue their work
Sir Ken, who had concerns
on the handling of informers
and wilnesses, left the force
and was targeted by the Office
of Police Integrity alter a pul-
lic fallout with Mr Overland.
The foree’s “human sour-
| ces” unit was also shut down
and re-formed.
Mr Overland stepped in
| after overseeing the spectacu-
lar demise of a case he desper-
ately wanted to solve.

The Herald Sun has learned
an email was sent from a high
ranked policeman sitting on a
steering committee overseeing
a major investigation, inquir-
ing if Lawyer X could be with-
drawn from a Supreme Court
trial.

It is understood Victoria
Police and the Commonwealth
Office of Public Prosecutions
were at loggerheads aver how
ta deal with the issue.

It resulted in more than half
the charges being dropped
against the accused before the
matter went to trial.

High-ranking former and
current police officers have
questioned the ethics in engag-
ing such a high-risk informer,
saying it was “not best prac-
tice”, with some calling for a
royal commission.

Lawyers are required not to
disclose information received
from clients on cases they are
representing them on, which is
privileged. It is not suggested
Lawyer X divulged infor-
mation  directly involving
cases.

The lawyer has denied ever
being a registered police in-
former or doing anything inap-
propriate.

Crash kills
female
passenger

A WOMAN is dead and a man
was fighting for life last night
after a head-on highway
smash in the state's west.

The woman, who died at the
scene, was a passenger in one
of two vehicles that collided on
the Western Highway, near
Stawell, about Ipm yesterday.

A man driving the car was
critically injured and taken to
The Alfred hospital

A woman driving the
second car was taken to
Stawell Hospital for
observation and her two child
passengers, who suffered
minor injuries, were taken to
the Royal Children’s Hospital.

Police have appealed for
witnesses to contact Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or
visit the website, www.crime
stoppers.com.au.

The state road toll is now 67,
compared with 61 this time
last year.
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HERALD SUN SILENCED IN LATE-NIGHT COURT
CASE FROM TELLING YOU MORE ABOUT LAWYER X

THE Herald Sun was last night
silenced from publishing detail on
lawyer X which it believes is of
exlreme public interest.

Victoria Police took the extraord-
inary aclion of seeking a Supreme
Courl injunction at 7.30pm prevent-
ing the newspaper {rom publishing
any information about Lawyer X,
whom the Herald Sun had no inten-
tion of naming or identifying

As the hearing commenced, the
Herald Sun was ordered by the judge

to stop its presses. Editor Damon
Johnston  said  that  Victorians
deserved to know the full truth.

“The police last night moved lo
prevenl us (rom publishing important
details Lhat go Lo the heart of the pub-
lic interest,” Johnston said.

But Victoria Police obtained the
court order prohibiting the publishing
of any information that would tend to
identify the lawyer.

The police’s push to silence report-
ing on Lawyer X also comes despite

growing calls for a royal commission
and the facl the issue could influence
Victorian politics

Johnslon said: “We believe Vieto-
rians deserve to know Lhe delails of
what we had intended to publish in
today's newspaper.”

Johnston said the Herald Sun
would continue investigating and
would explore all legal avenues in a
bid to publish the details pulled from
the paper shortly alter 8pm.
CONTINUED PAGE 7

Herald Sun EDITORIAL

WE wanted to tell our readers an
important story on today's front page. But
last night, the Supreme Court prevented
us from publishing the report. We can't
tell you what the story was about. But we
will fight for your right to know the truth.
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0Z LOTTO: Draw: 1050
31,10,19, 40,16, 1, 21. Supps:
42,17. Div 1 prize pool: £5 mil
Total prize pook: $8.418,402.64
MONDAY LOTTO: Draw: 3334
18,12, 29, 40, 33, 8. Supps: 39,
30. Div1: $1 mill, Div 2:
$4448.95, Div 3: $328.35

Div 4: $23.85, DIv 5: $15.30

Div 6: $12.90

ettt

LUCKY LINES:Draw 2101: 5, 6,
14,20, 25.27.35, 40

LUCKY 3:Draw 1766: 7, 8,7
LUCKY 5:Draw 1766: 27,18,
24,1, 25 (red)

LUCKY KENO: Draw 2723: 2,
3,10, 15, 20, 31,32, 38, 41, 45,
46, 53, 54, 58, 61, 62, 65, 72,
73,75,
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WIFE VISITS
SEARCH
CENTRE

THE wife ol missing Malaysia
Airlines passenger Paul
Woeeks has visited the RAAF
Pearce air base north of
Perth, which is being used a
staging post for the search
and recovery operation.

Mr Weeks, a 39-year-old
mechanical engineer based
in Perih, was travelling to
Moangolia for his first shift in
a fly-in-ly-out job.

Danica Weeks (above)
found out in a text message
from the airline that her
husband had likely died when
flight MH370 crashed in the
Indian Ocean and his sister,
Sara, got a call from her mum.

Auslralia’s former defence
chiefl Angus Houston, who is
leading the new Joint Agency
Co-ordination Centre, said he
had given his number to her
and invited her to visit the
cenlre for a briefing.

He said the search and
recovery operation was the
most difficult he had seen,

Jewellers
loses shine

MEDNESIAY. APRY

FOOT

Live chat
with the zany
comedian

FROMNOON

Bevilles goes into administration

ARPER

ABOUT 250 retail workers
may lose their jobs as Mel-
boume-based jewellery group
Bevilles has gone into volun-
tary administration.

The 80-year-old family-
owned company broke the
news to its 477 employees in
Melbourne, Sydney and Adel-
dide lasl night — but also un-
veiled u survival plan for the
business.

Chief executive Michelle
Beville warned some of the 27
stores would close, with 47 full-
time and 200 part-time and
casual jobs expected to go.

"There will be some very
difficult conversations over the
coming weeks and my hearl
goes out Lo our stafl,” Ms Be-
ville said.

"They are incredible people
and we want to do everything
we can to support them
through this process.”

Ms Beville, whose grand-
parents founded Bevilles in

Overseas investors
snap up Kew house

ANOTHER of Melbourne’s
most luxurious locations has
been snapped up by a Chinese
investor, as local buyers con-
tinue to be priced out in desir-
able locations across the city.

The Kew house set the
unnamed buyer back $5 mil-
lion, with former BHP Billiton
Chicef Executive Marius Klop-
pers pocketing a sizeable profit
for handing over Lhe keys.

The extravagant home
boasts four bedrooms, five
bathrooms, an indoor swim-
ming pool, rumpus room and
gym facility.

The sale comes after
Reserve Bank of Australia gov-
ernor Glenn Stevens warned a

LIAM QUINN

parliamentary hearing about
the wave of Asian investment
last month, when he said it
could lead to a dangerous
threat to our housing market.

“The biggest threat to
affordability in this country
would be if we get a very large
increase in house prices,” Mr
Stevens said,

“[ suppose the guestion is
really: how big a problem do
you really think it is?”

Along with Kew, Brighton,
Glen Waverley and Box Hill
are some of the suburbs most
heavily targeted by overseas
buyers.

P i .
Be . illes

A Bevilles store,

1934 in Bourke St, said a deci-
sion on the brand's future
would be made by administra-
tors PPB Advisory by the start
of May.

Bevilles operates 17 stores in
Melbourne, seven in Sydney
and three in Adelaide. “The
family is so passionate about
the brand, but we are very fo-
cused on getting the besl out-
come for the staff and our
creditors,” Ms Beville said,

The Beville family have
proposed a rescue plan that
would see the family buy back
a “significant” number of the

FIGHT TO
TELL THE
TRUTH

FROM PAGE

Lawyer Rob Stary, an
accredited criminal law
specialist, sald a royal
commission or independent
commission would be the
only way to restore
confidence in the justice
system.

“We have got to restore
public confidence in Lhe
justice system,” he sald.

“A royal commission
would achieve this as would a
properly constituied
independenl commission,”
Mr Stary sald last night,

stores from the administrators
and retain 230 full and part-
time stafl.

The rescued stores would be
converted into smaller stores
that would require fewer staff,
and would scrap giftwear in
favour of concentrating solely
on jewellery.

Rising costs and high rents
on larger stores, combined
wilh 4 tough retail climate, had
taken a toll on the business,
she said. “Bevilles is a fabulous
brand, but the cost structure
wasn't sustainable,” Ms Beville
said. “But people have sur-
rounded the business want to
take the Bevilles brand into
this new world and want it to
be successful.”

Gift cards will be honoured
during the administration peri-
od. Eternity Club  loyalty
points and credit notes are sus-
pended, but will be reinstated if
the Beville family’s proposed
restructure succeeds,
Janeharpes @news.conin
BUSINESSDAILY 5TARTS PAGE 27

COUNCILS will come under
more scrutiny over payments
to their chief executives under
new legislation to Dbe an-
nounced today.

Independent experts will
oversee CEQ contracts to
make sure they are not overly-
generous

The Napthine Government
said it would introduce legis-
lation Lo Parliament aiming lo
set higher standards.

The proposed reforms in-
clude more transparency of
CEQO employmenl contracts,
independent panels hearing
internal council complaints
and increased powers for the
Local Government Inspector-

%, 7614 HERALDSUN.COM.AU

The Bombers saga

recreated as a Facebook

fight for your reading
pleasure...

DADDY'S
GIRLTO
COME FIRST

AFL star Nathan Jones has
decided lo put family before
fuotball by sacrificing his spot
in Lhe side Lo be at the birth of
his first child.

The Melboume cocaplain
and his wife Jerri are due to
wclcome a daughter inlo Lhe
world in carly July, the same
week the Demons lravel to
Darwin Lo take on Fremantle.

“Vll definitely be at the
birth,” he said. “There was no
way [ was going to miss it,
especially being the first.”

Jones yesterday got an
early taste of the colour pink
his daughter will soon be
wrapped in, launching the
Melhoumne guernsey Lo be
worn in ils May 10 Field of
Women clash with the
Western Bulldogs. A record
15,000 women and men are
expected to flood the MCG.

Tickets to take part are on
sale for $55, with all proceeds
going lo the Breast Cancer
Network Australia.

State Stl‘l_ll_:illy on
council salary deals

JOHN MASANAUSKAS

ate to investigate. The changes
come after the Herald Sun re-
vealed city councils had spent
more than $100 million a year
on generous salaries for a small
army of senior bureaucrats.

Melbourne  City Council
was the top employer with
more than 130 senior officers
earning at least $130,000 u
year, including 18 executives
getting $200,000-plus,

Local Government Minister
Tim Bull said the legislation
would help rebuild community
trust. “These reforms will pro-
vide a clear direction for all
councillors and councils.”

MHSEQZZOIMA - V1
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TAXI
FARE
HIT

Passengers told to buckle
up for hip-pocket pain

CATCHING a taxi {rom the
city to the outer suburbs on
Saturday night will cost $20
matre under the frst cab fare
ncrease in six years

Workers who catch a cab
home on weekunights will also
face abig fare increase

The cost of a 20km trip will
risc by morce than $6

Bul pensioners and olher
needy Viclotians using laxis
during the day will tace lare in-
creases of only aboul $)

Why top cops split q .

THE demisc of former Lop cop
Simon  Overland  and  his
deputy, Sir Ken Jones, was the
resultof a dispule over Vicloria
Police’s handling of informers
that split the top levels of the
force.

Sir Ken, who was marched

MATT JOHNSTON AND
JAMES CAMPBELL

The new rales will begin as
carly as next manth.

The current peak and off-
peak system will be replaced by
A "day” rate from 9am to Spm,
an "overnight” rate from Spm
to 9am, and a "peak” rale from
10pm o dam on Friday and
Saturday nighls.

The cost of flagging a cab
will increase from $320 to up

EXCLUSIVE
ANTHONY DOWSLEY

out ol his job by Mr Overland,
regarded the handling olin-

scandal,
CONTINUED PAGE R

farmers #s an unexposed “‘

to $6.20, depending on the
time of travel, to try to encour-
age drivers Lo lake short faves,

While most taxi trips will
cost more, a cut in Lhe per-kilo-
metre rate during off-peak
times will mean some trips be-
tween midnight and Sam could
be slightly cheaper.

The cost of taxis on Friday
and Saturday nights will rise
the most, Lo lry Lo gel more
dl ivers working at those times.

GHMTIRUES P

JUNK FOOD MUMS MAKE FAT BABIES -
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informer
crisis link
to top
cop split

FROM PAGE |

The then depuly commis-
sioner feared police practices
endangered informers” Hves,
were an abuse of the justice
system, and could place the
force in contempt of court.

He also feared they could
backfire and lead to the release
from jail of gangland figures.

As a probe of the force by
the anti-corruption watchdeg
gets under way, the Herald San
can reveal senior police feared
blowback from the handling of
mformers in big cases.

There was conflict over Lhe
use of informers in (wo major
palice corruption cases linked
to high-profile murders. The
rift led to the command crisis
that ultimately embroiled Ted
Baillieu's government.

Members of a steering com-
mittee overseeing the probe
into one of the murders have
described their discomfort at
the handling of informers.

The Herald Sun can reveal
detectives were instructed by
chiel commissioner Overland
to get informers to swear wit-
ness statements.

Detectives who regarded
this as high-risk and a poten-
tial danger to informers’ lives
refused to comply.

Defence lawyers are in-
censed that criminal trials may
have been contaminated by
police informers. Some want a
full independent inquiry.

Bob Galbally, of Galbally
Ralfe, echoed the sentimenls
of many about the effective-
ness of an IBAC investigation.

“IBAC is nat the appropri-
ate body to be investigating the
issues regarding informers re-
vealed recently,” he said.

“This is so serious and so
unprecedented that it justifies
a judicial inquiry.

“This is as serious as the cir-
cumstances Lhat were investi-
gated by the Kaye inquiry,
which focused on the relation-
ship between police and abor-
tionists,” Mr Galbally said.

Criminal defence lawyer

Bill Doogue said confidence in
justice had been undermined.
anthony.dowsley@news.coin.au

Bu
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. SIMON OVERLAND

Sir Ken Jones,
who was
marched out of
his job by then
chief
commissioner
Simon Overland,
regarded
Victoria Police’s
handling of
informers
as an
unexposed
scandal

DO YOU
KNOW
MORE?

\ Email
anthony.dowsley
NEWS.Com.au
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SIR KEN JONES

Police tactics
under scrutiny

FOR detectives investigating
the mounting toll of gangland
war murders, the stakes could
not have been higher.

Now the very tactics used to
obtain convictions in high-pro-
file crime and corruption cases
will be under the microscope.

Farmer police chief Chris-
tine Nixon’s trusted deputy,
Simon Overland, was under
enormous pressure to clean up
both Melbourne's bloodied
streets and a force his boss had
pledged to rid of carruption.

Whether the methods used
were ethical, or even legal, will
be the focus of an inquiry by
the Independent Broad-based
Anti-corruption Commission.

3

Numerous lawyers and
police officers have voiced
their concerns over police
practices in using informers to
gain convictions.

Tt is not that informers were
used, but who and how they
were used that has been de-
scribed as incompetent, murky
and potentially unlawful.

Lawyers are taking instruc-
tions from clients, including
Tony Mokbel, to reopen ave-
nues of appeal. Dozens of con-
victions against high-profile
criminals may be reviewed as
defence lawyers begin sub-
poenaing police records.

res and
4ﬂi|yFREE

For legal reasons the Herald
Sun is limited in what it can tell
the public.

In one high-profile case sev-
eral leads remain unanswered,

Former deputy police chief
Sir Ken Jones told taskforce
detectives to continue gather-
ing evidence on that murder.

But sources have told the
Herald Sun that soon after the
rousing speech, Lhe taskforce
was shut down and replaced by
a new taskforce,

Sources say there was angst
in the force that the new task-
force inherited the case but
that the original detectives
were not absorbed into the
new taskforce
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Al the time, detectives had
informed the taskforce steer-
ing committee of a key devel-
aopment involving one of its
witnesses, who was suspected
of criminal involvement in dis-
tributing information reports
on another informer to the
underworld

That interview was never
conducted.

The pangland war was
largely solved by Lhe use of in-
formers who became Crown
witnesses. But the tactics in-
volved in turning them into in-
formers will now face years of
scrutiny — if not by IBAC,
then by the courts.
anthony.dowsley@news.com.ay
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' FITNESS ON
YOUR SLEEVE

UP lo one i five buyers of 2

Telstra’s John Chambers
said ihe hand could connecl
with emxails, lex| messages,
calendar entries and calls
paired with a Galaxy S5.

ita storm
warning

STORM surges and flaoding
are expected to lash far north
Queensland as cyclone Ita
brings 280km/h winds towards
9000 people in its path.
Weather forecasters predict
Tia will make landfall north of
Cooktown tonight. The cate-
gory four sysiem is expected to
bring massive storm surges,
predicted to be 15m bigger
than usual high lides, in the
coastal town of about 2300
people, 300km north of Caims.
A cyclone watch has been
declared for areas up to 300km
inland, including Palmerville,
Kalinga, Laura and Chillagoe.
Lafest news on cyclone l1a at
heraldsun.com.au

MANGOES
FETCH $3000

A PAIR of mangoes grown in
southern Japan sold
yesterday for $3000—a
record price for the fruil’s
first auction of the season,
Kyodo News reported.

The “Taiyo no Tamage”
(Egg of the Sun) brand
mangoes were lo be llown
from Miyazaki in the far
south of the country toa
depariment store in
Fukuoka, where they were to
2o on sale, Lhe agency said.

To qualify as a “Taiyo no
Tamago" mango, each must
weigh at least 350g and have
a high sugar content.
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e 4 B EXCLUSIVE HODSON MURDERS BOMBSHELL
super, m ik |
charges KEY \I - el
I EVIDENC N
B o, o NOT SHARED |
eiarsd BY POLICE

proposed overhaut of Austra-
fia’s financial systems.

Treasurer lae Hockey yes-
terday released the Murray
report into Australia’s banking
and Pnancial sectors, as the
Government sought to get on
the ecanomic front foat.

“The recommendatians of
the inguiry seek to improve
efficiency, resilience and fair
treatment in the financial
system allawing _ a better
standard of living for future
and current generations,” Mr
Hockey said

After two disasirous weeks
of infighting, poor opinian
polling and an apparent gueril-
la war erupting between the
affices of the Prime Minister
and the Treasurer, the Govern-
ment sought to hit the reset
button yesterday, with PM

Tony Abhott confirming he ’ v !

would downgrade his $55 bil- ' SPEC'AL PAGES

lion “signature” Paid Parental - -

Leave scheme. d - REPORTS 42
“Obviously, T have spent a - ) -

lot of time listening,” Mr

Abbott said, confirming thal he

would divert maney inta child-

care rebates
CONTINUED PAGE 3
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A COVERTLY taped ANTHONY DOWSLEY bel’s tapped phone in 2004, with the  son's murder and stealing the confi-

phone conversation be- lawyer taped telling the gangland fig-  dential police files which outed him us

tween a senior legal figure and  the pair as they discussed distributing  ure their “mutual friend Paaline” had  an informer. But for six years, Victoria

crime lord Tony Mokbel was kept  documents days before files exposing  documents for him to see. Police were not informed of the bomb-

secret hy federal authorities for six Terry Hodson as an informer were Victoria Police is convinced “Paul-  shell recording — well alter Hodson

years despite being crucial to the in-  leaked to the underworld ine" is a reference to suspected corrupt  and his wife, Chuistine, were executed

vestigation of the Hodson murders The Herald Sun can reveal the cru-  police officer Paul Dale who remains The Herald Sun has chosen not to
Australian Federal Police recorded — cial recording was picked up on Mok-  the prime suspect for ordering 1Tod-  identify the lawyer.
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@ Australian egeral Police shone
surveillance capturea Tony
Makbel r1alling with a Melbourne
lawyer about documents ;ust days
before the Hodson infarmer fites
were leaked to the underworid

# That lawyer. who legally
represented Terry Hodson before
his death. was used as a go-
between by 2aul Dale 10 make
contact with Carl Williams to pass
messages Jnc arrange meeungs
while he was charged and under
scrutiny for the Oakleigh robbery.
@ A “safe phone” under the
Fictitious name of Barren Johnson
was used to communicate with

TH
SECRET
Lo

Williams and the
Melbourne fawyer

MINI MARQUEE PACKAG

FROM JUST

24 PER PERSON
BOOK ONLINE NOW

countryracing.com.au/christmas

Monday 8 December
Terang Christmas Races- $10 Entry

Thursday 11 December
Kyneton Christimas Party Race Day - $15 Entry

Friday 12 December
Moe TRFM Christmas Party Race Day - $10 Entry

Saturday 13 December
Stawell Christmas Races- $15 Entry
Cranbourne Christras Celebration Night Racing - $10 Entry
Healsville Picnic Races - $10 Entry
Werribee Christmas Party Race Day - $18 Entry

Sunday 14 December
Italian Plate Day at Tatura - $20 Entry

Next Week
There are Christmas meetings Kilmore, Bairnsdale,
Seymour, Yarra Valley, Cranbourne, Yea, Wangaratta,
Horsham and Bendigo.

“Packages will vary In price and do nol abways inckide scdmission fir race day.
i nod availsble ot all by o evenis

K 7 countryracing.com.au \
It's a Great pay Out’
0T

TONY MOKBEL

Drug crime Mr Big
accused of distributing
files exposing Terry
Hodson as a “snitch” to
the underworld

. e

et
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PAUL DALE |

Disgraced drug squad detective
whose charges over afailed drug
I hause burgtary plot were dropped |
after the informant against him, |
| Terry Hodson, was murdered. |

LAWYER'S BUGGED CALLS HIDDEN IN FILES

Legal eagle

A HIGH-profile lawyer is sus-
pected of being involved in the
leaking to the underworld of
slolen documents that exposed
Terry Todson as a police in-
tormer only months belore he
and his wife were murdered.

A covertly recorded phone
conversation  belween  drug
baron Tony Mokbel and the
lawyer remained in the files of
the Australian Federal Police
for six years despile being cru-

ANTHONY DOWSLEY

cial to Victoria Police’s investi-
galion inlo police involvement
in the murders of Terry and
Chrisline Hodson in 2004,

The failure lo share intelli-
gence between police agencies
may have cost the Hodsons
their lives.

The Ferald Sun can reveal
the crucial rvecording was
picked up on Mokbel's tapped

phone in February 2004, with
the lawyer taped telling the
gangland figure their “mutual
[riend Pauline” had documents
[or him Lo sce.

Victoria TPalice are con-
vinced “Pauline” is 4 reflerence
to suspected corrupt police
officer Paul Dale —— who is the
prime  suspect for ordering
Tiodson’s murder and stealing
the conlidential police {iles
thal were disseminated Lo the

underworld, exposing Hodson
as an informer.

The revelation is a fresh
blow to the foree, which is
being investigaled for its hund-
ling of police informers

Wilhin days of the recorded
call between Makbel and the
Melbourne lawyer, that lawyer
met with Paul Dale

According to police, the in-
former files hit the street and
were in the hands of the under-

MHSEDLZ01MA - VI
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Carl the M=l
oihar Date

B Daie mads many
SUEmps tuk
Februdny to May a0 200+
culmimatng inacail to O

George. on ine law

wnere a drunken

“Tel Carttoning

a ng yseless prick

@ Within dayvs, Card s

Met ing jawyer whnar

the igwyer gqve Carl the numies
to Dale’s “Jonnsan phong”

& The neal day on May €, 2004,
Cari rang the “onnson pnone ™
fram a public pay phone 31 the

SR 350

cosrotorated "99 oei ceni OF
Wi Stalements, made in
na¢ 2009. Carl coiic noi
e2 “flaked” Ais first statement
tocobce in 2007, naving ne way
Cf X70wINg TNAL NS Lathar s 47, 16
wiich ne traveiled to Hillsice, was
cavertly being monitored oy
tracking and listening rlevices
& Victonis Police nas investigared
whether tnere ware culs:qe
Influences i ordering Carls
murder Decause of his co-
operaticon in murder
nvestizatons,

o)
Manoyrnong Snc 3ter i the <ify
B Wtnin 10 d;
Kinewr Hodse
Hogson 3

¥ Codlins, whne
allegealy :hot
is wite

maiatamad thai [hey

S T D |

THE LAWYER

High-profile Meibourne
fawyer caughnt on tape
eatling to drug Digwig

Tony-Mokbel about
documeants days oetore
informer files leaked

-~
4 @m

Carl Walliims ¢rony
assassm lor hire, also
knowrt as “The Duke”

Teiry Hodson on behalt
Carl and Paul Dale

r
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
|

ROD COLLINS

whom police believe killed

ot

...._.__._..'_.______l

“‘CARL WILLIAMS

Gangland kingpin who told
police Dale asiced him to
arrange the killing of police
ifformant Terry Hodson.

I
I
I
]
B
(e

linked to fatal leak

world within days of thal
meeting

It is not known however if
the lawyer was intentionally
involved in distributing the
files that exposed Hodson as
an informer.

Dale was accused of ord
ing Hodson's murder to pre-
vent the career criminal
testifying against him and
turning Crown witness over
the bungled burglary of a

V1 HSEL A

Mokbel-linked drug house in
Oakleigh in 2003

Authoritics  alleged
masterminded  the  burglary
wilh  now-jailed, deleclive
David Miechel and Hodson,

The 31 information reports
in a blue folder were slolen
hours after Miechel and police
informer Hodson were cap-
tured at the burglary scene

All three burglary suspects
were charged, but Dale avoid-

ed prosecution after Hodson
was killed.

The police case alleges
ale, months aller disseminat-
ing Lhe informer file, used his
corrupt relationship with Carl
Williams to hire veteran hit-
man Rod Collins to kill Hod-
son, But in a stunning failure of
the justice system, the record-
ings only came to the light
when Williams was bashed to
death in Barwon Prison in

2010 alter he had made state-
ments against Dale over the
exccution.

Victoria Police Petra Lask-
[orce investigalors probing Lhe
Hodson murders had planned
to interview the lawyer on the
recording after the tapes came
into their possession.

But in a surprising turn of
events, the taskforce was shut
down shortly afterwards and
replaced by the Driver task-

force, which primarily investi-
gated the death of Williams,

It is understood detectives
from the Driver tasklorce
never inlerviewed Lhe lawyer
over the telephone call with
Maokbel.

Poor surveillance on the
Hodson's house, which was
reviewed by Victoria Police as
part of proteclive measures for
Hodson, failed to capture the
killer’s identity, who muted

alarms and took the surveil-
lance footage with him after
the shootings.

Williams’s death in jail re-
sulted in murder charges being
withdrawn against Dale and
Collins.

The intercepted phone call
was also not made available to
the 2005 Office of Police In-
tegrity probe into the stolen
“blue folder” informer files.
anthony.dowsley oAl




IT WAS A TALE OF COPS,
ROBBERS AND RUTHLESS
KILLERS AS MELBOURNE'S

UNDERWORLD PLAYED A SINISTER
GAME OF BETRAYAL,
WRITES ANTHONY DOWSLEY

1. AUE Dale tried hard
. ‘;’_% not ta fook at the
' cold-hinoded killer

| who was willing Lo

=| give him up for the
right price

As Rad “The Duke” Callins
walked fram the witness stand
back to the dack, Bale
glanced, but there was no
acknowledgment.

Bath men were once
charged with murder.

By design or sheer bad luck,
their lives are inextricably
linked by dead drug boss Carl
Williams aver the alleged plot
to murder police informer
Terrence Hodson.

Collins — who wus
allegedly paid 5150,000 to kill
Hodson --- was also charged
with killing his wife, Christine,
wha died just for being at
home that fateful night on
May 16,2004.

But Dale is the one the
fuice spent millions trying to
convict.

Dale remains a suspeclin
ordering and paying for
Terry's murder. The motive:
Terry had ratted on him over a
botched burglary on Grand
Final day, September 27, 2003,
and turned Crown witness
against him and his partner,
Dave Miechel.

To make matters worse, the
Oakleigh drug house was
allegedly linked to crimic hoss
Tony Mokbel and, il is alleged,
up Lo $750,000 and bags (ull of
ecstasy tablets went missing.

Itis the police case thal
Dale, whao had formed a
corrupt relationship with
Williams over the previous
year —would call on his
underworld contact in
Williams to have Hodson
executed.

Years later, Williams would
confess to the murder and thal
he had contracled Colling, a
veteran eriminal who wus
“looking for work”,

1t took years for police to
unravel a web of phone calls,
sale phones, faxes and
relationships inside and
outside the law, which all
started about four years before
the murders.

i
3
||_

WHEN PAUL MET TOMMY

PAUL Dalc’s introduclion lo
the underworld began with
Tommy Ivanovic—a
Brunswick criminal whom he
picked up on drug matters in
2001, Their relationship would
blossom and shortly after little
Tommy graduated from drug
dealer to killer.

On January 8,2002,

Ivanovic shot matorcyelist
Tvan Conabere dead outside
his West Brunswick house in a
road rage incident. 10 was even
captured by his own CCTV
cameras. When homicide
detectives arrested him,
[vanovic asked the officers to
call Paul Dale and his palice
partner.

Dale attended Moonee
Ponds police station to speak
Lo some homicide
investigators, hut surprisingly,
had nothing to help them
regarding the murder probe

Whal became apparent,
however, was Dale initially
failed to mention a threat to
Ivanovic’s life — made by 4
stranger alter Dale had been
out drinking with his contact

The sergeant, however,
would visit Ivanavic in jail,
where they would talk about a
range of topics, including his
murder charge.

But questions over Dale’s
credibility would come
after he made a statement
about the night in the pub,
recalling the threat about
[vanovic being a “dead man
walking”.

And although Dale’s
version of events were
viewed sceptically by the
Office of Public
Prosecutions — and he was
not called as a witness —
the drug squad detective
avoided scrious inlernal
scruliny by Lhe (orce.

Dale would visit Ivanovic
six times for “professional”
redsons during the early part
ol his prison stint — telling
superiors he was cultivating
him as an informer but
getting little uselul
information.

During one visit, Ivanovic
gave Dale a name — Carl
Williams — which the
promoled drug squad
detective enlered into the
police LEAP program as “Karl
Williams” before getting the
spelling correct on his second
attempt,

Tt wasn't long beflore Dale
arranged to meet Williams,
informing his superiors he
wanled covert equipment —
which they could not supply.

Their highly controversial
relationship would end with
Williams informing on Dale
and olhers from prison, and
bashed to death for it —right
in front of little Tommy — in
2010.

Investigators from the
force’s Petra taskforce -—set
up to investigate the Hodson
murders — found Dale’s
relationships with both

Romea's restaurant in
Toorak.

It would prave critical
that although alarm bells
were sounding about Dale’s
behaviour, his crew was
piven Operation Galop—
and had the drug house
under surveillance

Miechel, who wasin a
relationship with Hodson’s
daughter, Mandy, was

Dbitten by a police dog when

Ivanovic and Williams were
corrupt hut ultimately would
fail to land a conviction
Whether Dale was corrupt
or nolL, he was certainly living
life on the edge. A series of
incidents showed he was a
very colourful individual.
Dale returned $1620 seized
from Ivanovic for no apparent
reason, He falsely stated
Ivanovic claimed drugs seized
in his house were found in his
brother’s room and
recommended charges not be
laid. (They weren't. And the
record shows Ivanovie made a
“no commenl inlerview”,)

OAKLEIGH BURGLARY
THEORY — A RECAP

VICTORIA Police has made
many attempts Lo get jailed
corrupt police officer David
Miechel to lag on his former
boss, Paul Dale. He never did

There are theories a great
deal of money is waiting lor
Miechel when he gets out of
jail after serving his sentence
over the burglary of a drug
house in Dublin St, Oakleigh,
on Seplember 27, 2003.

But there is also the
argument he won't make a
statement against Dale
because Dale simply wasn't
involved.

A fact Lhat is not in dispute
is that Dale was not with
Miechel or Terry Hodson
when they burgled the house
full of drugs and mancy.

Bul belore Iodson was
killed, he was sel Lo Lestify thal
he and his police handlers
were all in it together,

In statements made by
Hodson, there are detailed
accounts of three attempts to
commit the burglary.

According to Hodson, the
plan was caoked up at

he was caught fleeing the
burglary.

A key police error was that
Dale was not immediately
banned from any interaction
with Miechel and restricted
from enlering Lhe SLKilda Rd
Police Crime Complex aller
the burglary.

It is the police theory that
Dale, after an unsupervised
visit to Miechel al the Epworth
Hospital after being injured by
the police dog, stole a "blue
folder” from the St Kilda Rd
Police Complex filled with
Hodson's informer files

In his book Disgraced?,
Dale argues it is fanciful for
police Lo believe Lthal he would
gel his share of Lhe loot
wilhout committing the
burglary. Police maintain he
was meant to be there, but
pulled out on the night

The “blue (older”,
containing 3] information
reports about Hodson's
snitching, was taken that

ERA, 2014 HERALDSUN.COM.AU

Christine and
Terrence Hodson:
and (inset) their
daughter Mandy.
Opposite fage,
police at :lﬁ.- scene
of the Hodsons'
murder; and
detective Paul
Dale.

night, September 27, and
distributed five mouths later to
the underworld on

February 28,2004

THE “DARREN JOHNSON"
SAFE PHONE

AS investigators scrutinised
him, Dale suspected his
regular phone would be “off™
and used a “safe phone” under
the fictitions name of “Darren
Johnson" Lo call key people,
including a lawyer.

The pair would meet as
police attempted to link Dale
to Lhe burglary. At the time,
the lawyer was giving legal
advice Lo Todson,

Hadson, already under
suspicion after being caught
near the burglary crime scene,
was told by the lawyer to
speak to ESD after meeting
him, and his son Andrew, at
the Celtic Club in the city.

The lawyer made several
notes of the 2003 meeting,

"Paul Dale is off and
involved as is entire d/squad
hicrarchy,” read one.

“Miechel will keep his
mouth shut.”

“Message to Dale”

“Mandy and Miechel
relationship for a long time.”

The message the lawyer
was to deliver to Dale was that
Hodson wanted to meet. It
didn't eventuate.

But the lawyer did begin ta

MHSEQIZOTMA - V1



HERALDSUN.COM.AU MONDAY, DECEME

see Dale informally in the
months after the burglary and
prior Lo his arrest, later stating
that Dale was desperate to
know whether Hodson had
implicated him

On December 5, 2003,
1Jule, Miechel and Hodson
were charged over the
Oakleigh burglary and Dale,
detained in the Melbourne
Custody Centre, phoned the
lawyer, The lawyer met him in
the cells, beneath the
Melbourne Magistrates’ Court

Nine days later, fallowing
another phone call, the lawyer
went to see Dale again, this
time in Port Phillip Prison
The lawyer refused Lo acl for
him.

They chatted about Carl
Williams' daughter's
christening, which was going
to be at Crown Casino later
that day.

Dale told the lawyer he
would have gone to the casino
event regardless of what the
police thought

On December 19, Dale
successfully argucd to be
released on bail.

Early in 2004, Dale and Lhe
lawyer would continue having
dinners and drinks,

He would even ask whether
Azzam Ahmed, the drug
trafficker in charge of the
Oakleigh house, had made a
statement to police regarding
the theft of drugs and money.

V1 MHSEOLZ0LMA

THE BLUE FOLDER

IT had been five months since
the “blue folder” and its
contents went missing from
the St Kilda Rd Crime
Complex, but Lhey had not yel
hil the underworld.

In late February, 2004, that
would change when 31 pages
confirming Hodson as a police
snitch were spread across the
nation. Although Victoria
Police fingered Dale for the
missing “blue folder” early on,
what they crucially did not
know at the time was that the
Australian Federal Police had
intercepted a phone call
belween drug boss Tony
Mokbel and the lawyer,

Other phone taps picked up
the lawyer talking with
Williams , telling him he was
supposed to catch up with his
“other adviser” --a reference
believed to be to Dale,

The lawyer admitted
passing messages between
Dale and Williams despite
suspecting they had a corrupt
relationghip, The lawyer later
Lold police of mecting Dale for
a drink Lhat night, and police
taps would catch Williams on
the phone.

“How are ya buddy?” Dale
says to Williams.

“Was hoping to catch up
with you tonight. Been trying
to get on to you for some
time."

Williams reply was friendly:
“..organise for one day during
the week. Door’s open for you
any time.”

Williams would later
confirm the voices are his,
Dale’s and the lawyer's and
Lhal there was no legilimale
reason for the call.

Mokbel was in possession
of the 31 pages of informer
management file contained in
the “blue folder” the following
day, February 28, 2004.

They were faxed from
Taiba Stables — linked to
Mokbel —to underworld
figure Mark Smith in
Quecensland

The Tlerald Sun has learned
Lhat delectives invesligaling
the Hodson murders — the
Petra taskforce — only
became aware of the
intercepted conversation
between Mokbel and the
lawyer after Williams' death in
2010

Pelra detectives planned to
question the lawyer — by then
their anly living key witness in
their investigation of the
I lodson killings — over the
intercepled phone call they
did not know about for six
years, but it never happened.

HILLSIDE MEETING
POLICE would monitor Dale

in the months alter he got bail
in December 2003, but the

Purana taskforce cracking
down on the gangland war had
physical and electronic
surveillance on Williams

The attention moved to
[Todson, who after making
allegations about his corrupt
relalionships with Dale and
Miechel, was offered witness
protection.

Hodson, who wanted to be
near family, refused and even
continued to sell drugs lrom
his Kew home

The heavily fortified house
got a security upgrade, which
ultimately would fail to save
him or identify his killer.

The “Iillside” meeting, for
which Lhere is circumstantial
evidence, is where police
would allege Dale would offer
$150,000 for the hit.

COLLAPSE

TN 2009, Dale was charged
with murdering Terrence
Hodson. Collins was charged
over both murders, as the
gunman,

Collins toyed with co-
operaling wilh police,
olfering some informalion,
but wanted to strike an
untealistic deal, including a
large reward for his
girlfriend, Kylie.

All charges were dropped
when Matthew Johnson, in
an astonishing failure of
the corrections system,

NEWS 07

mnn

killed Williams in their jail -

unit in April, 2010.
Johnson told police: 1

acted alone.” There is

much to suggest he lied. -
Dale had one mare -
hurdle to clear and he was J \

acquilled of lying Lo Lthe
Australian Crime
Commission in 2013,
The lawyer was not
called to testify.
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GANGLAND figures including Tony
Makbel are considering legal bids for
{reedom alter the corruption watchdog
found “negligence of a high order” in
Vicloria Police's handling of informers,

The Independent Broad-based Anti-
corruption  Commission’s  damning
report was prompted by a Herald Sun
investigation of Lhe farce’s controver-
sial use of informers to get information
on gangland c¢rimes, drug lords and
corrupl police,

TAX CUTS FOR

VL MHSEDZZOIMA

ANTHONY DOWSLEY, CARLY
CRAWFORD, PADRAIC MURPHY
AND ALEXANDRA WHITE

IBAC’s inquiry, led Dy former
Supreme Court judge Murray Kellam,
found the force failed in its handling of
endangered informers and may have
subverted Victoria's justice system

The Herald Sun can today reveal one
witness central to the IBAC inquiry has
said senior police once Lhrealened to

EXCLUSIVE

WATCHDOG MAULS POLICE
OVERINFORMER SCANDAL

FREEDOM
FARCE (- -

Criminals line up to appeal convictions '¥

take away a child unless the child's
parent joined the secretive witness pro-
tection program

IBAC found police had failed to fol-
low their own guidelines and policies
and made 16 secret recommendations
on how to handle “human sources”.

Police passed the report Lo prosecu-
Lot's, as Premier Daniel Androws vowed
to oversee reforms “to learn where
things have pone wrong”
CONTINUED PAGE 4

7-DAY TV GUIDE
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POLICE THREAT

Copshit [[IVA(TS HERAI.D SUN EXPOSED INFORMER SCANDAL
Herald Sun

hard over
informers

FROM PAGE 1

Acting Chief Commissioner
Tim Cartwright said he would
take responsibility, despite nat
being in command at the time
of the controversial decisions.

The report is secret, but
there were calls for it to be
made public as TBAC revealed
the foree’s handling of cases
may have adversely affected
the administration of justice.

The ramifications of the in-
former scandal could intensify
the demand for a judicial in-
quiry into the poiice handling
of a series of notarious cases.

The Herald Sun under-
stands several major criminals,
including jailed kingpin Tony
Mokbel, convicted killer Faruk
Orman and a jailed drug fig-
ure, are considering their legal
oplions because of Lthe possible
contaminalion of their cases.

Mokbel, who is serving at
teast 22 years for drug traffick-
ing, has legal advice that the in-
former crisis could be the basis
of a successful appeal against
his conviction and sentence.

A Mokbel friend said:
"We've been approached by
some lawyers wha say .. he
might knack off a few years,
because they have conspired
against him,”

Police had previously Lold
the Office of Public Prosecu-

’rald Sun I

'SORED

IBAC launches investigation into
Victoria Police in the wake of Herald
Sun investigations. “The public

MARCH = APRIL

demand confidence in police, If there

has been police misconduct. we will

The Herald Sun publishes the results of a six-month investigation, including
several [ront page stories we can no longer publish, revealing serious
mishandling of police informers,

MA’ - CAT BAPIES .
APRIL 11

Heraid Sun front page report
reveals that the falling out between
former top cops Simon Overland
and Sir Ken lones was the result

of a dispule over the handling of
police informers,

Police royal
commission
revelation

further investigate this thoroughly
and fairly." commissioner Stephen
O'Bryan said,

HEY W

EVIDENCE !

NOT SHARED
BYPOLICE

YESTERDAY

IBAC releases summary of
investigation, finding that
Victoria Police was guilty of
“negligence of a high order”

in the administration of
informers and this had the
potential to adversely affect
the administration of justice in
Victoria.

But 16 recommendations ot
changes were not released
and will remain secret.

We owe that
toevery
Victorian, tolearn
where things have

gone wrong and
make sure they're
better for the
future’

PREMIER
DANIEL ANDREWS

tions more than a dozen cases ENCLUSIVE
may have been tainted by their ANTHONY DOWSLEY
handling of informers A FOLICE uborce osen o Soulh

Herald Sun publishes special
five-page report revealing a high-
profile figure was involved in the

IBAC broadens its investigation into
the informers scandal. appointing
former Supreme Court judge Murray

Mr Cartwright said: “Victor-
ia Police acknowledges there
were shortfalls in our manage-
ment of human sources during
that time (2005-09). We didn't
follow hest practice and it's im-
portant that lessons were
learntand Lhey have been.”

But he said that the force
and prosecutors had found no
evidence of a contaminated
trial at state level,

“In terms of the state in the
last couple of years, there is no
evidence at this stage of any
threat to any conviction or any
evidence of mistrial,” he said.

Any miscarriage of justice
would be acted upon, he said.

Opposition police spokes-
man Ed O'Donohue said:
"Daniel Andrews should ur-
gently release a safe, redacted
version of this report otherwise
his Jack of transparency could
unfairly erode public confi-
dence in our police force.”

Mr Andrews would not rule
out releasing a redacted report.

“It's my expectation that
Victoria Police get on and im-
plement each and every one of
the recommendalions  thal
IBAC have made .. given the
history of this matter, T do
hope to have more to say soon.

“But at the same lime we do
need to be very careful.”

He would not be drawn on
why a key source was not
interviewed by IBAC.
anthony. dowsley@news com.au

JU

Herald Sun front page repart

Kellam Lo grill top cops and search
secret police files. The Kellam probe
waould seize 5500 police documents
and questions witnesses, including
Mr Overland. under oath,

revealing that a police taskforce
flew to southeast Asia to interview
a police infarmer the police wanted

toturn into a witness in the double
murder of the Hodsons. The police
officer, Ron Iddles, refused to

take the statement fedring it was

unethical.

executed,

leaking to the underworld of stolen
documents that exposed Terry
Hodson as a police informer only
months befare he and his wife were

FORBREAKING NEWS
HERALDSUN.COM.AU

Kept in the dark on this dirty skeleton
Herald Sun

EDITORIAL

IF Victoria Police had its way,
the police informer scandal
would be a dirty skeleton rat-
tling around in the dark,

But today, Victoria Police
stands condemned by the
state’s anti-corruption watch-
dog over its handling of police
informers

The Independent Broad-
based Anti-corruption Com-
mission found police guilly of
“negligence of a high order”
and that the force’s handling
of cases may have adversely
affected the administration of
justice in Victoria.

The Herald Sun under-
stands that more than a dozen
high-profile gangland related
conviclions may have been

compromised by the police
conduct in the police informer
scandal.

1t’s possible the police
breaches identified by 1BAC
could resullin a rush of con-
victed gangland killers apply-
ing to have their cases re-
opened. This would amount to
a disaster for the Victorian
justice system.

Former Supreme Court
judge Murray Kellam conduc-
ted the top-secret IBAC prabe

that made 16 recommenda-
tions. But, in keeping with the
cloak of secrecy that has blan-
keted this story — first re-
vealed almost a year ago by
Lhe Herald Sun— the full re-
port and recommendations
will not be released publicly.

This is wrong.

The police informer scandal
strikes at the very heart of the
administration of our police
force and the justice system.

Victorians have aright to

know what went on and trans-
parency is one important way
to help ensure these mistakes
are not repeated. The police
informer scandal intersects
with the double murder of
police informer Terry Hodson
and his wife a decade ago. Tt
remains unsolved.

Key questions remained
unanswered. Among then:
Which gangland convictions
could be in jeopardy? Who in
Victoria Police was responsi-
ble for this secret scandal?
Why have no police officers
been disciplined?

Remember, the police in-
former scandal is a story Vic-
toria Police didn’t want you to
know about

Victoria Police has tried to
cover up this scandal.

Victoria Police has gone to
extraordinary lengths to block
the Herald Sun from publish-
ing delails about the police in-
former scandal. We remain
unable to tell you key details
or even why this newspaper is
blocked from telling Victori-
ans information they deserve
to know.

The Herald Sun believes
Victorians deserve to be trust-
ed with the full IBAC report. If
certain details need to be re-
dacted to protect lives then so
be it. But we call on Premier
Daniel Andrews to release it

There has been too much
secrecy.

MHSE02201MA - V1
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We didn’t always follow the best
practice and it is important that lessons

were learnt and they have been’
ACTING CHIEF (OMMISSIONER TIM CARTWRIGHT
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TO TAKE CHILD

Witness claims family
faced lack of securlty

A PARENT linked to the
police informer scandal has
takd how senfor officers threat-
ened to take their child unfess
they entered the wiltness pro-
tection scherme.

Despite police claiming to
have information the withess
was in danger, officers refused
ta increase security without an
agreement o enter the “Wit-
sec pragram’, the witness said.

The senior afficers raised
the praspeet of getting the De-
partment of Human Services
involved with the child if the
parent did nat agree, the par-
ent has tald the Herald Sun.

The revelation comes as
Victoria Police’s handling of
informers comes under fire fol-
lowing the partial publication
of the carmuption watchdog’s
report, which found the force
had behaved negligently.

1BAC's findings came after
14 witnesses — believed Lo in-
clude former chief commis-
sioner Simon Overland and
senior police on lhe Petra
Taskforce steering committee
— gdve sworn evidence, and
IBAC officers reviewed 5500
documents.

In the wake of the bomh-
shell finding, lawyer Zarah
Garde-Wilson said that for
police to be told to hand over
the report to the OPP, there
must be serious doubts about
undermining ol the criminal
justice system by witnesses.

“To undermine the course
of justice, given it is not assert-
ed police conduct was not un-
lawful, it can only be that their
involvement with witnesses
undermined the justice sys-
tem,” she said.

An [RAC statement said:
“Mr (Murray) Kcellam farther
found that Victoria Police lail-
ings had the polential to have
adversely affected the adminis-
tration of justice in Victoria.

“He did not, however, find
that any unlawful behaviour
had occurred.”

Lawyer Nicole Spicer, who
represenls murdered crime

O
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ANTHONY DOWSLEY,
CARLY CRAWFORD AND
PADRAIC MURPHY

kingpin Carl Williams's father,
George, called for more scru-
tiny of secret police processes.

“Where there is corruption
m refation to the legal or ju-
dicial systems or failures to fol-
tow up proper due process, we
stringently support continued
invesiigaliorn into, and scrutiny
of, these faitings.” she said.

“Individuals, organisations
and governments should be
held accountabie where such
failings are identified ”

The failings have now
raised the prospect of canvict-
ed criminals launching appeals
in bids to be freed from jail.

These are understood to in-
clude gangland hitman Faruk
Orman, who was convicted of
killing underworld  heavy-
weight Victor Peirce.

A lgure involved in the
police informers scandal is
understaod 1o have known

crucial  information  about
rogue police officer Dave
“Docket” Waters, who was

investigated by the force for his
alleged activities with a
veteran hitman who confessed
to the crime

In another failing, a federal
police phone tap was not
passed on to Victaria Police
investigating the Xillings of
police informers Terry and
Christine Hodson until years
after the murders

Petra Taskforce officers
wanted to probe the phone tap
when it finally came to light
but were instead asked to cease
the investigation.

The Herald Sun's year-long
investigation into the police
informers scandal has resulted
in Vicloria Police engaging
some former “high-ranking”
police officers, including an
international expert, to
overhaul its informer and wit-
ness protection management
models.
anthony.dowsleydnews,com.an
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A MAFIA boss jailed over the
world's biggest ecstasy bust could be
thrown a lifcline after his case was
Mlagged in an anti-corruption report
on the police informers scandal.

The Herald Sun can reveal that
Rob Karam (right) — serving a 19-
year sentence for trying to smuggle
15 million ecstasy tablets in tomato
tins-— is among at least four criminal
identities named in the secret report

The report Ly Murray Kellam,
QC, for the Independent Broad-

GODFATHER RETURN

SHEEDY.
BACKT
BOMBE

'No.1FOR
/ " FOOTY

SPORT

ANTHONY DOWSLEY,
JAMES CAMPBELL AND
CARLY CRAWFORD

based Anli-corruption Commission,
slammed the police force's use of in-
formers and raised the prospect that
some criminal convictions may have
been compromised.

The explosive revelation that
Karam is referred to deepens the in-
formers scandal, significantly raising
the stakes for Victoria Police and for

WE'RE LICKED

$L40 omen HERALDSUN.COMLAU

EXCLUSIVE Top secret anti-corruption
report flags $440 million drug kingpin

a number of former and serving sen-
ior police officers.

If Karam were able to use the de-
tails in the report Lo help overlurn his
conviclion, it would deliver a devas-
tating blow to the justice system and
to the police force’s credibility.

It can be revealed that the report
also refers to Tony Mokbel, Carl
Williams and a criminal who cannot
be named for legal reasons.

The report and its 16 recommen-
dations have been classified top se-

STAMPS

WE'RE FOR VICTORIA m—

Sun

MOOMBA
FAMILY

cret by Victoria Police and
the State Government.
Director of Public Prose-
cutions John Champion, 8C, is
considering the report, complel~
ed last month, to see if there have
been any miscarriages of justice.
Legal experts have told the Herald
Sun it is highly unlikely that the Of-
fice of Public Prosecutions will be
in a position to review prose-
cutions itself.
CONTINUED PAGE 4
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GP fee a big mistake

ANNINA SMETHURST

PREME Minister Tony Abbolt
says he “should have known
better” than to try to force a
Medicare co-payment through
against dactors’ opposition.

After 2 yesr of political paie
the Federal Government fingl-
ty durnpe its unpopular $3 GP
co-payment plan yesterday, at
2 cost of ahout $800 million te
Budgset savings.

New Health Minister Sus-
san Ley declared the Govern-
ment was determined to
change Medicare to ensure its

Troops
ready to
roll out

ELLEN WHINNETT
NATIONAL POLITICAL EDITOR

AUSTRALIA will send around
i50 additional troaps to Iraq,
after Prime¢ Minister Tony
Abbott announced a change in
the nation's efforts to fight the
evil hordes of the Islamic State
terror group.

Most of the 17¢ special far-
ces troops currently deployed
in the Middle East training the
Iragi counter-terrorism units
will return to Australia in about
September.

Their numbers  will  be
replaced by around 300 regular
Army Lraops who will continue
o train and advise the Iragi
defence forces

The rise in the number of
Australians serving closely with
[raqgis could patentially raise
the risk of “green-on-blue” or
insider attacks, but Mr Abbott
said while such attacks could
never be ruled out, there was a
strong farce protection element
within the deployment.

Chief of Lhe Defence Foree
Mark Binskin went further,
saying insider attacks posed “a
real risk”.

“It's a risk 1 take very seri-
ously. As the Prime Minister
said, there is a large force pro-
tection element involved in this
deployment and we're making
sure that we take all our lessons
learnt after the last 10 or so
years of operations in the Mid-
dle East into account when
we've been planning,” he said,

Opposilion  Leader  Bilt
Shorten offered bipartisan sup-
port and said the troops were

Abbott says he should have known better

sustainability, but the co-pay-
ment to visit a general prac-
titioner would not go ahead.
Mr Abbatt tald Parliament
he, as 2 former health minister,
shoukd bave known better Lhan
to attempt “major health

reform without the strong co-
operation and support of the
medical professian”™’

Dactors had wamed they
would pass any cuts to the
Medicare rebate on to patients.

doing important work training
Iraqi soldiers on cthical and
lawful military organisalions.

“We welcome Lhe measures
being put in place for force pro-
tection and will continue to
seek reassurance in this respect.
1 can appreciate the risk of
green on blue and indirect fire
and that is something which, of
course, has to be managed and
minimised but it is dangerous
work,” he said.

The rise in troop numbers
means Australia  will have
around 300 people on the
ground in Irag, and around 400
supporting the Super Hornet
jets which are flying out of the

Backhencher Andrew Lam-
ing attacked his awn party for
its handling of the plan, saying
it was “the most unpopufar
Budget policy from 2014 and
Lhe prime reason for backben-
cher dissatisfaction”.

“(It was) all about the
maney and nothing about
quality. Puiting the savings
inta a research fund was a
smokescreen that feoled very
few,” he writes in News Corp

United Arab Emirates. Mr
Abbott said the new deploy-
ment followed a formal request
from the lragi and United
States governments.

“This decision marks the
next phase of Australia’s con-
tribution to the international
coalition to disrupt, degrade
and ultimately defeat Daesh or
(the) TS death cult,” he said.

"We have slowed Daesh's
advance but Iraq’s regular for-
ces now require support to
build their capacity to reclaim
and Lo hold territory.”

The Australians will work
closely with New Zealand
troops in a “build partner ca-

papers today, saying MPs were
not involved in the design of
the policy and were unahie to
sell it ke their constituents.
Despite the Government's
decision to scrap the fee, Ms
Ley flagged further reforms
yesterday, saying that Medi-
care was growing at an unsus-
tainable rate and “doing
nothing was not an option”™.
“We recognise that we
cannoet introduce reforms to

-

Tony Abbott, Defence Minister Kevin Andrews (right) and Mark Binskin yesterday: (inset) IS executioner 'Jihadi John',

pacity farce” but will nat be for-
mally badged as Anzac troops.

Mr Abbolt said il was not a
combal mission, and the Lroops
would stay “inside the wire".

“I want to stress that we
haven't taken this decision
lightly. Ultimately, it is Iraq
that must defeat the death cult
but we do not want to leave the
Iraqis on their own.”

The final decisions on the
deployment will be made in
June, and Mr Abbott said it
would be reviewed cvery year,
bul at this slage was envisaged
to be a lwo-year commilment.

The new contingent will be
based at T4ji, north of Baghdad.

build 2 sirong sustainable
Medicare without the support
from the public and the Pariia-
ment,” Ms Ley said

She said that the Govern-
ment wauld push ahead with a
pianned freeze on indexation
of Medicare rebates for GP and
non-GP items, which wauld
garner $1.3 billion in savings.

But Ms Ley dismissed the
epkion of raising the Medicare
levy as a “Jazy oplion”.

The Royal Austrslian
College of General Practition-
erswelcomed the Federal Gav-
emment’s decision to abandon
its 33 GP co-payment, but
urged it also to kift the freeze an
patient rebates.

Shadow health minister
Catherine King said the
Government was stiff deter-
mined to destroy Medicare,
saying: “We know there are
still $1.3 hillion on the table of
cuts to general practice, which
will be passed on to patients.”
annilra,simethurst@news,cont.au
Twitter: @annikasmethurst

Secret
plan to
fine unis

A SECRET federal plan ta fine
universities who overcharge
students has been floated to
crossbenchers in an effort to
win Senate passage for tertiary
deregulation plans.

Education Minister Chris
Pyne’s higher education re-
forms are stalled in the Senate.

The Government is be-
lieved to have offered cross-
benchers an olive branch in the
form of a penalty regimen for
greedy universities.

At least two Senate crass-
benchers have been ap-
proached about Mr Pyne's
plan, which would seek to im-
pose a tax of up to 20 per cent
on the amount any university
overcharged for a degiree.

But some experts labelled
the idea a “tax” by stealth on
students, which could add a
further $11,000 to the cost of
some degrees.

Mr Pyne's office said the
idea was among those being
discussed with crossbenchers
including senators Ricky Muir
and David Leyonhjelm.

The Opposition slammed
theidea, claiming it was absurd
to tax overcharging when the
Government didn't know what
an acceptable charge would be.

“Minister Pyne has spent
the past 12 months swearing
black and blue that price goug-
ing won't happen under his
plan. Now he is preparing a sc-
erel tax plan Lo stop something
he said would never happen,”
Labor  higher  education
spokesman, Kim Carr, said.

GALLAGHER
GOING BLIND

BRITISH rocker Noel
Gallagher is beginning to lose
his sight and s planning to
have laser eye surgery Il it
worsens.

The former Oass star, 47,
refuses to wear glasses and
Inyists he will wait until he
can harely see belore seeing a
specialist. He also fears going
bald and says he’d rather lose
his writing skills than his hair.

\

4
Noel Gallagher

Informer crisis drug boss shock

FROM PAGE |

This raises the real prospect
of a full judicial inquiry into the
informers scandal.

IBAC began ils invesliga-
lion alter the Herald Sun ex-
posed problems with the use of
police informers last year.

Mr Kellam examined more
than 5500 documents and in-
tervlewed several witnesses
over nearly a year.

He slammed Victoria Police
for failing to obtain advice

about the legality of obtaining
information from certain in-
formers.

I le was also scathing about
how senior police bad travelled
L0 Britain Lo sludy ils handling
of informers and then com-
pletely ignored what was
learned from the trip.

Karam, 48, was jailed last
month for at least 15 years over
his major role in the import-
ation of 4.4 tonnes of ecstasy,
with a streel value of $440 mil-

lion, in tomato tins from Italy.
He is appealing against that
conviction.

10 2007 he was acquitted of
charges over the importalion
of 1.2 lonnes of ecstasy tablels
seized in 2005,

Last week the State Gov-
ernment said it would not be
releasing the Kellam report.

Do you know mare? Contacl
anthony.dowsley@news.com.an
Janies.campbell@uews.comau  or
carly.crawford@uews,com.au

FALLEN TRAIN
SURFER DIES

A 'TRAIN surfer critlcally
injured durlng an incident
last week has died in hospital.

Police confirmed the 23-
year-old, from Albert Park,
lost his battle for lite,

He allegedly jumped
from a train roof at
McKinnon rallway station
in Melbourne’s southeast
about 10.45pm on
Wednesday.
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Herald Sun

Secret
court

face-off

TQP-secret tegal action has
been faunched in the Supreme
Court

The Herald Sun is aware of
the parties invalved in the
highly sensitive legal action
and some af the key details
surrounding the case.

But wo extraordinary sup-
pressian orders issued by the
court on Monday prevent the
newspaper from  informing
Victorians aboul the case in
any delail

The Herald Sun is allowed to
repart the case is being heard
by Justice Tim Ginnane and
the three parties invalved can
be referred to only as AB, EF
and CD.

Justice Ginnane has issued
two suppression orders; the
first covers an action between
AB and EF and CI). The sec-
ond covers an action between
EFand CD.

The Herald Sun believes
there is a significant public in-
terest i Victarians being in-
formed aboul this story and
will continue to explore legal
avenues to eventually tell it.

JOBE'S
FOOTY
CRISIS

$1.5C won  HERALDSUN.COM_AU
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EXCLUSIVE Rampage bill up to $10 million

THE extent of destruclion caused hy
rampaging teens in the state’s main
youlh prison can be revealed lor Lhe
[irst lime.

Dozeus of images of two separate
riots on May 6 and Augusl 17, exclus-
ively obtained by the Herald Sun, show
large holes in ceilings and walls,
smashed doors and windows, and of-
fice equipment deslroyed by Lhe thugs.

The pholos were released as a
Parkville Youth Justice Centre inmate

ANGUS THOMPSON
AND MARK BUTTLER

pleaded guilty in a Children’s Courl
yesterday to a litany of crimes, includ-
ing meth-fuelled joy rides, CBD bash-
ings and throwing urine al emergency
response staff inside the detention
centre,

Youth justice sources claim the
damage bill from the mayhem in Park-
ville and Malmsbury detention centres

over the past two years will cost tax-
paycrs up to $10 million. A DISS
spokesman said he did not believe the
ligure was Lhal high but did not have a
damage cost eslimate available,

Tt comes as one of the teens accused
of leading police on a dangerous chase
across the city, climaxing in an inter-
ception on the West Gate Bridge, was
freed on bail.

A Herald Sun poll released on Mon-
(lay revealed more than (wo-thirds of

Victorians believe authorities ave los-
ing the batlle against Apex gang thugs
while nearly as many believe Lhe gov-
ernmenL is Loo soft on youlh crime.

The Children’s Court heard yester-
day that a 17-year-old Parkville rioter
with a lengthy and violent criminal
history had also pulled a Malmsbury
youth prison worker on to the ground
and rained punches on his head during
an unprovoked atlack on March 1,
CONTINUED PAGE 6
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’ Hospital patients

Billy Aivallb i

SHOCKING footage has emerged
thal shows a nurse abusing a de-
fenceless patient in his hospital bed.

Palice have begun invesligating
after they received the footage,
which was filmed at Caulfield Hos-
pilal, earlier Lhis week.

The camera was hidden in a pic-
ture frame by the patient's [umily,
who said concerns they raised with
hospital stalf had fallen on deaf ears

EXCLUSIVE
DAVID HURLEY

Last night, the hospilal told the
Herald Sun the nurse had been stood
down and no longer worked there,

law firm Arnold Thomas and
Becker, acling on behalf of the
patient, s initiating civil proceed-
ings against the hospital in bath the
County and Federal courts,

Footage fitmed on January 22
shows a male nurse grabbing the pa-
Lient, Billy Aivaliotis, by Lhe throat.

The footage was given to the
Herald Sun yesterday with the con-
senl of the family and of the guard-
ian of Mr Alvaliotis, 33.

Mr Aivaliotis, who was born with
cercbral palsy, was struck by a ve-
hicle last May 22 and suffered a sig-
nificant brain injury and mulliple

leg and rib fractures. Aller Ireat-
ment in the Royal Melbourne Hos-
pital, he was transferred to Caulfield
Hospital.

But his family became concerned
when he began losing weight and
showing signs of bruising.

They lold the Herald Sun they
raised concerns aboul his Lreatment
wilh hospilal stafl many times, but
were dissatislied with the response

“For months, we were totally
ignored,” a family member said.

So the family decided to set up a
camera in his hospital room,

“Billy fought for his life after the
accident, To beal death and recover,
only to be abused and mistreated
when  completely  delencel is
tolally devastating and infuriating,”
Lhe family said,

CONTINUED PAGE 4
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| Top secret action being launched in the High Court

AUSTRALIA’S highest court
is sct to hearan
extraordinary top secret case
that will shake a signilicant
Vlclorlan government
stitution and could trigger a
royal commission.

1n a major development,
Lhe institution has lodged an
application with the High
Courl in a last-ditch bid to

ANTHONY DOWSLEY

thwart an action from a
sceparate govemment
organisation.

Suppression orders
imposed prevent the Herald
Sun (rom identifying the
inslitution, the organisalion,
and a third parly, other than
as AB, CD, and EF.

The case has already
worked its way through
Victoria's Supreme Court
and Court of Appeal.

The institution has now
soughl special lcave from the
High Court to appeal against
Lhose carlier decisions.

Unless the appeal is
successful, itis likely a series
of dramalic developments

will unfold, leaving the
Andrews Government with
little choice but to ordera
royal commission or sel up
some other form of judicial
bady o invesligate events.
The developments that
could trigger the royal
commission ecannot be
detailed for legal reasons.
Senior government ligures

are being briefed, and are
leaving the way open for a
judicial inguiry.

1f'secretive Iegal orders ave
lifted, and the Herald Sun is
able to tell this story, it will
caplivate and appal
Viclorians, and Icave some
former senior ligures from
the inslilution facing serious
questions.
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BIGGEST CRISIS IN
VICTORIA'S LEGAL

DOZENS of criminals will soun
claim Lhat lheir convictions

HISTORY TO EXPLODE

Scalpers in crosshairs

TQUGI national laws proposed
by the Opposition would expose
scilpers preying on sport and
enlertainment fans to fines of up to
$10 million,

The crackdown plan, to be
announced by lederal Lahor today,
would include bans on Lhe use of
ticket-buying “bot” software that
snaps up tickets o major events,
and a cap on ticket resale prices of

EXCLUSIVE
PETER ROLFE

10 per cent above tuce value, The
laws would apply across state
borders,

Corporations breaching the law
would (ace penalties of up to
$10 milllon, and Individuals Niney of
up to $500,000,

FULL REPORT, PAGE 3
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were compromised, in a devel-
opment that will expose one of
the biggest scandals in Victor-
ia's legal history.

A special court is expected to
be set up to handle a flood of ap-
peals trom criminals, several of
them high-profile, as a result of
police misconduct an an unpre-
cedented seale during and after
Methoume's gangland war

Systemic  wrongdoing Ly
palice, sanctioned at the highest
levels and which endangered
lives, is due to be detailed after
the scandal erupts next week

Demands for a royal com-
mission to be called are lkely.

The misconduct was
prompted by a desperation
amaong police to end the gang-
land war, which lasted from
1998 until 2010

Carl  Williams®  vendetta
against Lthe Morn famlly and
the so-called Carltan Crew led
to the murders, often in public,
of almost 20 underworld fig-
ures, including Jason Moran,
Andrew "Benji" Veniamin, Gra-
ham “The Munster” Kinni-
burgh, and Willlams, himself,

The extraordinary revela-
tions could lead to charges of
pegury and  perverting  the
course of Justice, and might
have political ramificalivas,

Palice Ministur Lisa Neville
is understood alveady to have
been briefed on the matler.
CONTINUED PAGE 4

WEST GATE TUNNEL STOUSH

VICTORIA'S powerful
construction uplons sre going to
war on a key Andrews
Goverminenl roads project,
Nghting a deal that would see
muny of the warkers eam more
than $180,000 a year.

Days into U1y new term, Lubor
fuces nn indusirial relations
headache after ity bulldi

backers failed to reach a deal

JAMES DOWLING
AND KIERAN ROONEY

with the consortium bullding the
$6.7 billlon West Gate Tunnel,
After more than six months of
negotiation, the conlractor have
uxed a legal loophale to force it
through without the {ive unlony
slgning off on it
CONTINUED PAGE 4
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It takes three, kid

VICTORIAN chitdren from
wrade 3 will be taght “some-
times & takes \hree to make 3

Ieaching

infertility a5 well as Lhe diff-
erent ways families are made
through assisted rep

tion

Pupils to get IVF and fertility lessons

They are designed to aov-
mafise asited reprodudion
and donor conception w child-
ren undersiand there are many
ways to make ababy.

Fxisting semal educalion
resources focus much roore on
biclogy and slandurd concep-
tion, including a fucus on how
nol ta get pregnant.

The new resources, funded
by the siale government, aim
to pget children as young as
nine  thinky about  their

technigues.

FHUM PAGE 1

People who wereut the time
senior police, paliticians, and
in the highest levels of the
judiciary are expected lo be
asked what they knew.

Authorilies have spent mil-
lions of dollars over the szan-
dal. Police have been desperate
ta keep it from the public.

Sir Ken lanes is believed to
have raised concerns about
misconduct while he was
Victoria Police deputy chief
commissianer,

Ttis understaod that Sir Ken
became aware of problems in
2010 and 201t, and wamed that
the scandal would crupt at
some point

Senior legal figurey have de-
scribed the police tactics as
“out of contral”.

Others close to the scandal
have described it as “a systemic
abuse of the Victarian criminal
coust process”, sayIng trials
were distorled aver many
years. “Some state witnesses,
especially palice, will have had
to perjurc themselves', one
source said,

Several majar invesliga-
tions of crimes committed
from 1999 ta 2014 — and the
resulting convictions — could
be affecled. Criminals still
serving time as a result of con-
victlons during that era are
haping that the scandal will re-
sult In years being wiped off
their sentences, or even the
averturning of their sentences.

Compensation claims (or
millions of dallars could follow.

Among Lhose murdered
during the gangland wars were
Jason Moran, shot with mind-
er Pasquale Barbaro, in a van

folure fertility as well as

parked at an Auskick loothall
clinic in Essendon, while flve
children sat in the back; hot
dog vendor and drug dealer
Michael Marshall, gunned
down {n a South Yarra street in
front of his five-year-old son;
and Carlton Crew member
Graham "The Munsier” Kinni-
burgh, who was ambushed and
executed in his Kew driveway.

Gun-for-hire Andrew
"Benfi” Veniamin, who worked

diverse fanilies sud 25 same-
sex, donov and IVF families.

it is billked as m-ptﬂmr

and nomj

infarmation™ which is “inclus-
ive of differemt semualities
genders, culvwres and ways
of living”.

Oamonbmcmmnm
will include asststed

“Smokin’ Sally”, who smolies.
By yer 9, the focas is
fertilRy optimisation:
“When we Lhink of sexeal
and repraductive health edu-
cation it schools, we ypically
about  sexually (ransmitted

infections aud how not (o get
t* Family Planning

mnmmnlwmmxy
By grade 5 lesson plans
include “Dear Fertility Doctor™
letters signed by ~Cuddiy”,
who is 20kg averweight, and

for both the Carlton Crew and
Willlams' maeb, was killed at
Carlton's la Porcella restaur-
ant by former associate Mick
Gatlo, who was acquitted after
claiming self-defence.

Williams, who ordered at
lcast four and as many as 10
hits during the gangland war,
was himsell' bashed Lo death
with the stem of an exercise
bike seat while he was in Bar-
won Jail in 2010,

\Flcnrhsjnodsummnayr
Bormie Lee said.

“And while these are still
really importad  subjects.

students abo need to

Gangland boss Tony Mok-
bel, who had sided with Willl-
ams durng the gangland
hostllities, made hcadlines in
2006 when he disappeared
while an bail on drug charges.

He laid low in Bonnle Doon
for about seven months hefore
sailing from Fremantle, Wesl-
ern Australia, Lo Alhens on a
yacht called the Edwena,

Tn June 2007, after 15
months on the run, @ wigged

FRIOAY. MOVEMBEN 3¢ 2013 HERALDSUN.COM. AU

undesstand about theis fertiity

and the factors that may affect |

it — i partivutar, when they

are ready to start a famly.
“Araund 3 per cenLof child- |

ven bors in Australia in 2016

were conceived as a resalt of |

austed reproductive  reat-
ment — Eh&-mnuczswdl

TUNNEL
STOUSH

|
FROM PAGE |
The contracters bave
| sabmnilted it 1o the Fair Work
Commiadion for arbitralion,
“The legal stowsh will be
played oul aest year, with afl
five unions yowing 2 fight
| Om-dnuﬂtt

help children and: o that
there can be many ways lo
make a baby, and that there

are many different ways that |

families are created,” she said.
Parents wili be given the

choice to withdraw their child- |

ren from the dasses.
susast obriea@news.coinau

potiha il lalling

Mokbel was arrested while
hiding out in Greece.

In 2012, he was sentenced to
serve a minimum of 22 years’'
jall on drug Importatlon and
trafficking charges
anthony.dowsfey@news,contau
@AnihonyDowstey

("] FOR THE

«- LATEST NEWS

HERALDSUN.COM.AU

s dadeding
i workers™ buu:l:-ll.k
state governmeni bad soder-
budgried Lbe project.
The consortium’s deal
wotild see most tumned
workers vam wlmost

site allowance of $9.10 and a

aced 2 Hille-knawn clause in
the Falr Work Acl, allewing
them lo lodge a drall
agreemenl for achitration it

I is one of the Mral Umes
the clause has been used

AWLU state secrefary Ben
Davis said the contraclors
soughl to pay the workfarce
as little as possible,

“For this 1o happen on ane
af Vicloria's higgest
infrasiructure projects is an
embuwrrassment,” he sald

“They are alienating the
union and thelr wockforce.”

CFMMEU secretary John
Selka said John Holland

kers wouldn't be “dudd
on mega projects” because
John Hollund and the state
government couldn't add up.

“If this project starts with
a dispute it's un John
Hulland, not us,” he sald

The $11 billiun Melbourne
Metro Tunncl project
agreement, which has sailed
through to Falr Work with
unlons’ Hek ol approval, has
similar pay rates and the
same §7.50 slte allowance,

But atyo Included I a $45
dally travel alluwance, more
generaus redundancy pay
and greater roster Nexihilly.

“"We urge all parties lo
continue tu negoliale ingood
laith,” a government
apokesman sald yesterday.

A spokesman for the John
Holland-CPB Joint Venlure
sald It had an comment,
jaines.dowling2@news.com au
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CORONER
TO PROBE
HUGE FIRE

MARK BUTTLER AND
ANDREA HAMBLIN

THE Slate Coroner will
iuvestigale a huge suspicious
fire which took hold of a factory
and caused a major smoke
event in West Foatscray
earlier this year.

The extraordinary move (o
hold an investigation by a body
that normally deals with
falalities comes as police
conlinue lo invesligale Lhe
causc of the blaze, which hurnt
for days and caused acrid
smoke to blankel parts of the
city's west.

The arson squad would be
looking for a fivebug if it was
deemed deliberate.

The blaze generated
extreme heal and released
toxic fumes across more than
a dozen suburbs after it began
on August 30.

The Ilerald Sun has been
told that the heal was so inlense
in the 14,000sq m building that,
even a week alter the fire,
workers said the soles of shoes
were dissolving.

The Coroners Court
confirmed last night it
would investigaie.

CONTINUED PAGE 6

CAROLSBY
CANDLELIGHT

WIN

FAMILY
PASSES

DETAILS. P12

DRUG lord Tony Mokbel is hoping
to walk out of prison within four
years thanks to what will next week
he exposed as one of the biggest
scandals in Victoria's legal history.
The Herald Sun revealed yesler-
day that dozens of criminals will
soon claim that their conviclions
were tainted by systemic police
misconduct  during and  aller
Melbourne's gangtand war.

SCANDAL

DRUGLORD =
TONY MOKBEL
HOPING FOR
FREEDOM

EXCLUSIVE
ANTHONY DOWSLEY
AND PATRICK CARLYON

Tt is expecled that a major devel-
opment early next week will finally
reveal the full extent of the scandal

The Herald Sun has followed the
matter for years, but has been pre-

venled from revealing full delails off

whal occurred.

$250 sun  HERALDSUM.COM AL

We'refor

. THAI RESCUE SECRETS

| GREAT

It can be reported that Mokbel,
who in 2012 was sentenced to a mini-
mum of 22 years in prison over a
series of drug importation and traf-
ficking charges, has been walching
developments for some time.

A bewigged Mokbel was arvested
in Athens, Greece, in June 2007, 15
months after flecing  Melbourne
while on bail during a Wial on
cocaine imporlation charges.

\‘}; E

CAVE
SCAPE

The drug lord has long suspected
that his convictions were compto-
mised by what has been described by
high-ranking police as a scheme so
unethical thal it “distorted trials”
and compelled state witnesses and
some olficers to perjure themselves.

Senior palice privately believe
that Mokbel's hopes of an carly
release may have merit.

CONTINUED PAGE 6
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‘Deeply remorseful’
Trolley Man in court

THE heroic homeless man
wha wielded a trofley during
the deadfy Baurke St terror at-
tiack this month is in cusiocdy,
aceused of 2 burglary in East
Melboume this week.

Michael Rogers, wha was
dubbed “Trolley Man™ after
confronting terrorist Hassan
Khalif Shire Al, fronted court
vesterday over the atteged bur-
glary on Wednesday. Police
confirmed a 46-year-old man
had heen charged with hur-
glary. theft and commit indict-
able affence while on bail.

Mr Rogers gained fame
after slamming a trotley into
Shire Ali, as the knife-wielding
attacker lunged at palice.

Melbourne Homeless Col-

tective founder Donna Stol-
zenberg — who also created a
GoFundMe far Mr Rogers that
raised aver $136,000 — yester-
day told the Herald Sun Mr
Ragers was “deeply remorse-
ful” aver his arrest.

“He is really desperate to
keep moving forward,” Ms
Stolzenberg said

Ms Stotzenberg said she had
received messages from Mr
Rogers through his lawyers,
and that Mr Rogers had been
“working hard behind the
scenes”. Ms Stolzenberg said
Rogers’ recent arrest did not
affect his zccess to the Go-
FundMe donations.

MAN CHARGED OVER
COLD CASE MURDER

A MAN has been charged
over Lhe stabbing death of a
Melbourne nurse that has
remained unsolved for more
Lhan 30 years.

The breakthrough means
the family of Ina-Doris
‘Warrick is now one slep
closer to juslice and finding
out what happened the night
of March 21,1986.

Delectives went to
a home in Baimsdale at
9am yesterday la arrest their
suspect, a 63-year-old man.

He was charged with one
count of murder.

Ms Warrick, 25, was
stahbed to death in her North
Ringwood home after having

Ina-Doris Warrick

dinner with hospital orderty
Colin Earl Graham, who
maintained he had dropped
her home and had no hand
in her death.

Police had offered a
$1 million reward for
information.

Coroner to probe
huge factory fire

FROM PAGE |

Under the Coroners Act
2008, the Country Fire
Authorily or Melropolilan Fire
and  Emergency  Services
Board can ask the coroner to
investigate a fire even if it is
non-falal,

The coroner must investi-
gate, if they deem it in the pub-
lic interest.

The investigation could
help identily systemic failings
and the coroner could make
recommendations to help pre-
vent or deal with future emer-
gencies, The coroner could
also rule on lhe cause and
source location of a fire, in
cases where those factors have
not been identified.,

WorkSafe Victoria said Lhe
warehouse was not registered
under the Dangerous Goods
Acl, which ¢nables authoritics
to idenlify and monilor siles
that contain combustible ma-
terials, poisons and other
dangerous products.

Victaria Police declined to
comment on its ongoing
investigation as the matter be-
fore the coroner.

Other major fires which
have been investigated
recently include the Wye River
and Scparation Creck bush-
fires of Christmas 2015, in
which 116 houses  were

destroyed. A finding in that
event was made without an
inquest.

Herald Sun
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Yesterday's Herald Sun.
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But senior police point out
thal Mokbel did plead guilty
to very serious crimes. They
also say he could charged with
other crimes that were struck
out or withdrawn under the
complex 2011 plea deal.

The Herald Sun revealed
yesterday that a special court
was expected (o be sel up Lo
deal wilh a deluge of appeals
from criminals, including sev-
eral high-profile figures, as a

[V GET YOUR JB MI-F
(1§ 74 &3 CHRISTMAS GUIDE

INSIDE TODRAY

SATUELAY D

TONY: 1 WAS

result of police misconduct
during Melbourne's gangland
war and beyond.

The systemic wrongdoing,
which was sanclioned at the
highest levels in the force and
which some officers feared
was endangering lives, is due
to be detailed when the scan-
dal erupts next week,

Major invesligations from
1999 10 2014, and conviclions
resulting from them, could be
alfected. It is believed crimi-

i, 2i¥12 HERALDSUN.COM.AU

WAR
SCANDAL
TIP-OFF
TWIST

EXCLUSIVE
ANTHONY DOWSLEY
PATRICK CARLYON

TONY Mokbel says a close
confidant at the centre of what
is abaut to explode as one of
the biggest scandals in Victor-
ia’s legal history urged him (o
flee the country in 2006,
prompting a global manhunt.

The gangland boss and drug
lord, now 33 has claimed the
person, well caonnected in
palice circles, warned hitn he
was about to be charged with
multiple murders in 2006 and
said that he should “f— off™.

Mokbel skipped bail in
March 2006 during a trial for
cocaine importdlion.

He initially soughl refuge in
Bonnie Doon, where he hid far
seven months

While there, he received
special deliveries, such as his
mother’s tabouli, and visits
from his then girlfriend,
Danielle McGuire.

In a court hearing following
Maokbel’s flight, police publicly
blamed a solicitor not involved
in the trial for warning him
that murder charges were
aboul Lo be laid against him.

Mokbel travelled across the
Nullarbor, posing as a mute
named Wes, before boarding
the yacht Edwena -— complete
with a purpose-built hidey hole
and separate toilet for the fugi-
tive — far a voyage to Greece.

He was eventually arrested
in an Athens seaside cafe in

Drug lord hopes to e free in four years

nals serving time as a result of
convictions during this period
are hoping that the scandal
will result in their sentences
being reduced or overturned.

There has also been talk of
compensation claims in the
millions of dollars,

A royal commission could
be convened. Premicr Danicl
Andrews said in 2014, whilc he
was opposition leader, Lthat il
should be considered
anthony,dowsley@news.com.au
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Power
to surge
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GYM JUNKIE K

THIS SUMME ., PAGET

[EGIEIE $440 million ‘Tomato Tins'

drug st ng convictions could be crushed

THE “big three” energy com-
panies are on track to make a
comhbined profit of aimost
$3billion next year amid grow-
ing pressure from the federal
government ta cut power bills.

The Herald Sur can reveal
the profits of AGL. Origin and
EnergyAustralia are again
forecast to rise sharply over the
next 18 months, completing a
jump of aimost 50 per cent in
Jjust four years,

Federal Energy Minister
Angus Taylor has told energy
companies to pul families first
as he prepares a Bill that would
give the government power to
force them to sell assets in the
event of “dodgy” behaviour.

But energy and industry
groups blame the government
for high power prices.
CONTIMUED PAGE 6

CITY IN THE
SLOW LANE

EXCLUSIVE
KIERAN ROONEY

TRAFFIC flow in Melbourne
is worse Lhan in New York
and Rome, according lo

ncw data.

Analysis by GPS company
Here Technologles reveals
that Melbourne has some of
the worsl congestion in the
world and is ranked 25th in

CONVICTIONS  resulting ANTHONY DOWSLEY one of the biggest scandals in Among those involved in

a list of 38 major cities.

The data reveals motorists
in Melbourne are delayed by
more than 30 minutes for
every 100km they drive and
the weekend peak now
stretches for up to five hours,

Mclhourne also ranked
poorly for public transport
coverage and the frequency
of services on the network,
REPORTS, PAGES 8-9
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“ SCANDAL

www.inspiringvacations.com
1300 88 66 88 - 7 days per week

from onc of the world's big-
gest drug busls ave under
threat due to a major police
scandal expected to become
public as early as today.

The celebrated Tomato
Tins-importation sting — in
which 32 criminals were sen-
tenced to almost 300 years in
jail — is one of dozens of

AND PATRICK CARLYON

citses compromised due to
systemic police misconducL

The widespread police
malpractice, during and after
Melbourne's gangland war, is
expected to be exposed today
in a major development

It has been described as

Australian legal history and
could embroil former chiel
commissioners Simon Over-
land and Christine Nixon,
The Herald Sun has fol-
lowed the matter for years,
but has until today been pre-
vented from revealing exten-
sive details of what occurred
between 1999 and 2014

SPECIAL EVENT

the Tomalo Tins smuggling
scam who are hoping to get
out of jail early as a result of
the police misconduct scan-
dal are Griffith-based Calab-
rian Mafia boss Pasquale
Barbaro, the ringleader, and
Black Uhlans bikie pang
founder John Higgs.

CONTINUED PAGE 6
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We need to spy

VICTORIA Poliee has at-
tacked z compromise deaf
which waould have granted
security agencies — but nat
state forees — the power to in-
tercept the encrypted mess-
aaes af potentiaf terrorists.

A spat over the propased
aational security faws is set to
dominate the final week of
tedecal partiament faor the
year, sfter the government ac-
cused the Oppesitior of “play-
ing games” by not endorsing
the tegistation as proposed

Victaria Palice intelligence
and covert support command
Assistant Commissioner Neil

VicPol angry at Labor encryption curb

Paterson has raised “signifi-
cant cancerns” about Labor's
attempis to cut a deal.

He said the restraint would
“sigmiAcantly impact” Victaria
Police’s “fight sgainst muny
crime types” which use secrck
messages.

Encryption was now evi-
dent acrass 98 per cent of alt
state warrants issued.

“T1 wauld respectfully sug-
gest that limiting pawers
under the Bill te only Cam-
monwealth agencies daes not
address the current serious
harm  to the Victorian

commuuity presented by ter-
rorists, serious and crganised
crimes identities ... and would
also significantly hamper the
partnership sppraach ta palic-
ing these issucs,” Assistant
Commissioner Paterson said
in & letter to the Parfiamen-
tary Joint Committee on fn-
telligence and Security.

He said not alf investiga-
tions progressed te the foint
Counter Terrorisrn Team con-
sisting of Victoria Police, the
AFPand ASIO.

Federal Labor put forward
the interim deal on Friday

which included only granting
the powees to spy agency
ASIO and the Austrafian Fed-
eral Palice for investigations
into terrorism  and  chifd
exploitation.

The Oppasition, like (ech-
nofegy giants such 45 Face-
baok and Google, fear the
propased faws could expose
Australia to security breaches
and hacking from China and
Russia

That pasition has been sup-
ported by Senetas, the global
comgany which protects the
informution of Aastralian, US

and [sraeli agencies and de-
fenice farces. It argues withaut
safeguards the faws compro-
mise the security of citizens,
Irgsinesses and governments.
Cpposition  tegat  affairs
spokesman Mark Dreyfus gc-
cused the government of
walking back on an intcrim
dedt in a “desperate and
dangerous attempt to distract
from the chaosthey arein”.
Attomey-General  Chris-
tian Porter will present the
contentious Bilt far consider-
ation by the parliament this
week despite failing to reach
bipartisan agreement through
the committee.
fobhanisaonews com.at
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POWER
PRICES
TO SURGE

FROM PAGE Y

A major coalition of
eneTEy companies says the
government’s actions are
contribuling to ancertainky.

The Australian Energy
Council says the government
must abandon Lhe proposed
divesiment [egislation, which
waould impede badly needed
invesiment in the sector.

The “big three”* — which
generale their own pawer
and sell it through retail arms
— made $1.433 billion in the
2014-15 financial year and are
projecied lo make 2 profit of
$2.866 hillion in 2019-20.

“It is no wonder the hig
encrey companies are

hing back againsi the bix

d’s Dan Buther
tk Graham meet

§ Tigess fans
. 5. Alex, 6, and

Tiger fans

roar for kids

RICHMOND fans have helped raise a record amount
tar the Alannah and Madeline Foundation to help keep

children safe from violence and bullying

The Tiger army helped raise $235.672 for the
charity this year through a dedicated match and a
share of memberships and merchandise sales.

Richmond player Dan Butler said the players were

73

proud their fans had contributed to such a good cause

the foundation with their

"We're really proud to play our small part in helping

important worlc to protect

children from violence and bullying,” he said
“This year's donation to the foundation is really

incredible and we know it
kids' lives.”

will make a real difference in

stick legislation we are
introducing (o pardiament,”
Mr Taylor (old the Herald
Sun. “They have been taking
record profils from Lhe
wallets of hardworking
Australians for years —and
they don’t want it lo end.”

But the companies argue
the dala is “cherry picked”
and that profits have risen
because of a huge rise in
whalesale prices alter the
clasure of the Northern and
Hazelwood power stations,
and more Lhan a decade of
policy uncertainty. They say
Canberra must acknowledge
the part it has played.

A spokesman for Origin
said the data ignored that for
many years, companies were
unable to eamn a sufficienl
return on billions vf dollars
invesled in power generalion.

Between 2006 and 2014,
EnergyAustralia, which owns
the Yallourn power slalion,
lost about $200 miltion in
aggregate and had to write off
about $1.9 billion rom the
value of its assets.

AGL inlerim CEQ Brett
Redman said he understood
the concerns that prices had
been Loo high. “We know
more needs lo be dune bul we
are genuinely concerncd this
legistation will drive prices up
because it will freeze
investment,” he said.

An AEC spokesman said
prices and margins were high
in the wholesale energy
sector because of market
volatility and tight supply.

“But much necded
gencration won't be built lo
stabilise the currenl market
volalilily until the policy
question is resolved,” he said.

S440m ‘tomato tins’ drug sting convictions could be crushed

RIGGIAPCHISIS Iy
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Friday's Herald Sun
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10 June 2007, police secretly
intercepted 15 million ecstasy
pills with a street value of
$440 million hidden in tomato
tins shipped from Naples o
Melbourne’s dock, then infil-
trated the organised crime syn-
dicale as il desperalely soughl
Lo find the drugs.

Gang members were under
surveillance for 10,000 hours
and 185,215 telephone conver-
sations were secretly recorded
before evenlual raids across
four stales in August 2008,

It was the world’s biggest
drug bust at the time, heralded

as a “suceess story” |n beating
“transnational crime”

The Herald Sun revealed on
Saturday that drug lord Tony
Mokbel, now 53, is among sev-
eral other jailed criminals hop-
ing for an early release due to
Lhe police scandal. Mokbel was
sentenced in 2012 to 4 mini-
mum o[ 22 years in prison over
a series of drug importation
and trafficking charges.

He was extradited from
Greece in 2008 after 15 months
on the run. The Herald Sun re-
vealed on Saturday that Mok-
bel claims a close confidant at
the centre of the scandal urged

him to flee Australia in 2006,
sparking the global manhunt.

He hid in a Bonnie Doon
farmhouse  before  being
whisked acrass the Nullarbor
lo Fremantle and put on a
yacht to Athens. A hewigged
Mokhel was eventually ar-
rested there in June 2007,

The revelation of Lhe police
scandal could prompl a royal
commission. Premier Daniel
Andrews said in 2014 when be
was Opposition leader that it
should be considered,

Hundreds of convictions are
expected to be called into ques-
tion, with tallc of compensation

claims in the millions of dollars.
The fallout over the “unethical”
scheme, which some senior of-
ficers feared was endangering
lives, will aiso embroil high-
ranking police al the time, as
well as governmenl agencies
and politicians.

Whilllesea Council CEO
Simon Overland, who as a sen-
ior police officer presided over
the Purana taskforce set up to
end the gangland war, is ex-
pected to face scrutiny. His
lhen bass, Chrisline Nixon,
who he followed as chief com-
missioner, will face questions.
atthony dovisleyanews.coim au

Saturday’s Herald Sun
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