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etectiveleadingSeni- i

orConstableLeeanne ,

Truslerheardthejob i

outhe police radio md ;

knewitwasgoingtobe :

bad.\Vhen sheanivedat the scene
she gf,vc CPR (o ir girl who had
been the lictim ofa knife at rack.
But the girl couldn't bc revived aud
DetectiYe Trusler and her teanr
begm shurt ing down thc area.

A woman and yourrg girl rrriverl
,'lajmingtohpthev,ctim'smother :

and sister. The poliec olficers :

cor rJdn't. ti nr I any iden r ifi cation on :

lhc body, so Detective Trusler :

ashed the woman to eall her daugh- .

ter's mobile, The phone lound on

geanraskedTruslertotellthe .

whohaddied. :

While it was a difflcult. ancl uu- i

pleasanitlring'tohavetodo.she 
i

hatlnoclroice,Dctecl,iveTrusler :

molherlhal hcr l7-year-olddaugh- :

lerhadbeenmurdered. :

TruslersaysseeingMasasbody .

"didsomedamagc". Masawasrhe i

sanre rge rnd looked a bit likc one :

olherom daughters. :

HerculleaguescallTruslerthe :

''Angel of Deat h" because ofher
aLilirl todeliverdevasiuting ne$s :

to families and do it well und with :

"I've had to do ioo olany deal h .

one week belore Christmas."
Number seven was a roan hurry- :

inghomeon hispushbikc to :

takehisfour-vear-olddaughrer :

shopping to buy a Christmas tree. :

His heart simply stopped and he :

dropped dead rn High Strcet. .

Ashburton. :

Shebelieveswomenareoften :

betterat deaLhnotifications than :

men;theyhaveanabililvtospeak .

calmlyandappearapproachable, .

uhichhelpsmakespeoplefeel :

more comforteble. "Women have :

more patience somel,imes, because :

we'vegot children. We're seen as :

more responsive and we'rebel[er :

listeners," Trusler says. I

Jobs like this and work generally :

done bythe female olficers ol Vic- l

toria Police have far too often been :

dismissed as"women's work". :

Butthiswork,likeallpolice :

work,cm have serious con- :

*quenccsonanofficer'smenial :

health.Lastueek,VictoriaPolice 
i

confirroedthesuicidoofafemale I

Ieadingseniorconstableaithe l
Seaford M ulti-Disciplinary Centre, :

where officers deal with some of
fhestate\worst.rimes,including,
childabuseanddomesticriolence. i

Clearly it takes il,s l,oll. As VicPol i

approachesthcl0othanuivereary .

ofwomen in "thejob." has it always :

been thisway? :

on JulySi,191?, Madge Connor :

andElizabethBeerswcreappoin- i

ted as Vict oria police agents: t hey :

had no powers ofarrest and did nol
weal a unifurm. Four 1'cars laten
four rsonren, including Connor,
were :worn in * il h t he same ,

powctc a5 men.
Therlu,,uldbemanyinfluential i

female oflicers irr t he years I hal
follorved. In 1939, J essie CIarey worr
the liing's Goltl Medal - an ossay :

coinpetiriJnopPn Lo the police 
:

forces ofthe [irir islr Ernpire - for
hprarliclpon [irecruseslnd treat-'
ments ulyouth crime. ln 1960, :

GraeeBrebnerwaspromotr,dto i

theCriftinal InvestigaiionBranch :

andbecme the tirot femrle dt.lpc[- :

ive in Australia.
When speaking with PoliceLife .

magazine in the 1950s about appre- :

hending male criminals. she said :

there wasaright wayffid a wong :

way to amest offenders. -Calmness i

and authority without bluster are
all that's needed," Detective
Brebnersaid.

"Shewasabitch,but she had to
be," Trusler says. Though they
weren't related,Trusler called her
'AuntyGrace".

Policewomen during the 1960s
and'70s had close relationshipsbe"
cause there were so fewofthem,
Trusler's mother Gwen knew
Gracewell. Ayoung Tnrsler called
all the policewomen without chil-
dren,'Aunty".

Leemne Trusieronlyeru
wanted to be apolicewoman,just
like hermother. When she was 12

years old, Truslerpnt a Mother's
Daynotice in a newspaperwhich
read: "Roses are red, violeisare
blue, yrif re a copper, I wani to be
one too".

Gwendoline Fowler, nee Nestorl
rvas a tram conductress who joined
the foree in 1956, following in the
footsteps of her father, two broth-
ers, an uncle and three cousins.
Shewasone ofjust three womenin
a squadoi20.

Forvler had no baton and no fi re-
arm, just the uniform handbag, in

i whichsheusedtoputa brickfor
I protection.
i "We only had our mouths,"
: Fowlerusedio tell herdaughter.
i Butshewasn't one to shyaway
; firm frontline policing.
i "Sheworkedlikeoneofthe
i biol,es, because she had to," Trus-
i lersays.

, "Theywere
: basicaliytold'Suck
: ltup, princess'."
i .Ra&hstrsley,
: retireddetectivedri€f
, tspector

:
t_-
:,JuringlrertrmeatHussell
: Street,BendrgoandGeelong,
. Cwen Nes[orarrestedctrthieves,
i slygrogmerchants, illegalabor-
i tionists,armedrobbers,prosii
: tuies,pimpsandbrothelkeepers.
: Butthisworktookamentaland
: emotional toll. Trusler says one of
: hermother'sdutiesfrom1956-64
: wasto collectdeadbabieswho had
: beenabandoledby thpir mothers

i because theycouldn'thave an
: abortionbecame it wasillegal.
: ThefirstthingNestordidrvas
: take thetinybodyupto thepriest
i at thecemeieryin Carltonto ha\r
: ihechildbaptised. Inthose days,
i there was no eouuselling for police

I offlcers,nodebriefing.
i Laterinlife,shetoldTrusler
: thosebabieswould often come
I backto herin themiddle of ihe
: night.
: Retireddetectivechiefinspect-
: orRalph Staveleyspent40yearsin
i the forceandispresident of ihe
! Police Historical Socieiy. I{e re-
; calls ihat freshly graduated male
: andfemalepolieeofficerswouldbe
i separated.Menbeganlullduties
r andwomenwerebased attheRus-
I sellSireetWomen'sDivision.
: Staveley found the women's station
: rva< often more organised arrd far
: moredisciplinedthan alot of men's
r divisions.
: Theintroductionofequaloppor-
: tunity legislaiion h 1978 eontrib-
: utedtopolicewomenbeingoffered
: awidermngeof duties,buiromer
I siillhadto work harderto achieve
i fire same recognition asthe men.
: "Theyscrestraightasadieand
: perhaps theyonlyweren't liked be-
: cause they wouldn t take an5'buil-
. ddql {rom a bloke."SL*elc-r su"vs-

i Boihmaleofficersandthepublic
, cculdbe dismissiveof thewol'k
I donebyfemaleolficers.
i'Alltoooften,theroleof*rmen
I wasnotseen as'realpolicework',
: ),el someof these dysfunctional
: homes tliat they 1,isited, w€re the
: breedinggrcundof crime," Stavely

; says.
: Femaleofficersdealtwithsome
i of the most graphic crime scenes,
: interuievringrapevictirns orre-
i movingchil&enlromabusive
: homes.
: "The ironywas whar Lhey sau, in
i mmy cases, was much more con-

: lronling than s{ral the men saw.

r andthe mer said iheywere doing
; all ihe tough, machojobs," Stavely
: saYS.

: Butagain,asystenwithoutsup-
port failed tlrem. 'They were basic-

: allytold.'Suckitup,princess'."
: Staveleysays.
: Theimpactoithervo|lithcydid
, affectedmanyofficers throughoui
: their lives."That human sst has
I been completely overlooked,"
; Staveley says. If the)' had to try ii.
: wasto tredone on their0w! titr1e.

I : Joun Patii,tt be)ieves thcjr,L, it
I harderlbrrrorrren'"oda\ tilarrit
I wrs when.he 

"en'ntl. 
Sir,.ioiired in

I l966astheoDtywoman inlrer
I : squad and sial,ed ior mor€'ihan 8il

: years. Shcstai tedat Russell Slree,
i I ardworkedacrossCanlfield,Mur-
I : rurnbeenaardBertleighbeforere-
, r iiringinMoorabbin.
: LikeLeeanne?ruglerrndher

i I inotherGwen, Iraifettistilc daugh-
I terof apolice officer. SIle says,.le;r
i pite whatpeople may ihink,she
. neverexpenenced any serist beh:.
: viourfrom maleotticers,
: "lthinkalltheg'irlsweroxell
r respectedby the guysand aisr by
i the public," PaiTeti sr,ys.
: Withnoformalcourselling;
i therewasa reirxedattitude io
: dealingu.irir rrauma rn,i offrcels
i wereleltalone iodeaiwiththcir
: emotions.
: "l rehrenberlrorkingotre mom,
r in$at Rtssell Stleet. Ababyharl
i i:eenroauleC by adogin Rtiyai
I Park. w-herlthegirls came back
: i'rorn thejoh, thebosspoured them
: aJ:randveach. Thirtvas lhe courr
i selling,"Paffett sa1,s.
I EmmaCole,fuomTongala,re-
i ceniiy sat the police entrailce sxan
. andisabout tocomplete h, r'ph1 :
i icai andpsychologicalassess-
: ments. Cole, 24, isundeienedby
: ihepotentially dangerous situ-
: ationsshe isiikelvtoencounle!:
' "lwanttoberientallranaptrys.
: icallvchallenged. And Iwantto
: helppeople intheirmosttraumatic
r times," Cole says.
: ThenightDoncastersehoolgirl
i MasaVukoticwas murdercd, the
i familyinthe house closesttothe
: crimescenehandedDei,ectiveTnr
: slertheirkeys. Theysaidthey
i could nolorgerlivethere after
: {rhat theyhad seen.Yet officers,
: boih female andmale, are expected
: todealwithsimilarscenarios
i everyday.
: Thatnight,tr{asa'sththerhad
i been out searching lorhisdauAh-
: terwhenhe amivedonthe scene.
: He askedTruslel if hisdaughter
I was dead. Truslersayshe gr*bbe.l
I her so hard he accidentaliybruised
i herskin.
i Truslersaysdealingwithsuch
I situations isnot easy andcan
i byeak someofflcers. Herrnother
: Gwen mdanotherpolicewoman,
i KateDuaer,siartedthe lletired
: PolicewourenlAssociai ion in the
: 1970s, to help women u.horsereu't
: copirlgwith ihe trauna that came
; backto hauntthenlintheirirter

' years.
: Though officers nowhave irccess
: to corurselling servlces r.i hours a
: day sevendavs aweek, lherestill
: have been 62 police suicides nii-
: tiorallycrc:the past 12ld.rrs.
r Suchisthecorlcerntharlast
: monih tr/icloria Policc Commis-
i sionerGrahamAsirtort orCereda
: comprehensive invesiigation into: hon'loimprure, he merrtul hcrlth
: ofpoliceofficeri.
I Truslerkne{ihepolicewomal

lrorn Serlord who comn)i{ l"ed sui
: cideatwork lastMonday,when she
: wasa rccruitmentoffieerat, the
i PoliceAcademy inthe 1990s.
i "Shewassuchagoodkid,"she
: says.
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Womenwounded
onthinblueline

The suicide of a- female police officer has focused attention on
protecting officers' menta] health. Bridget Davies reports

Gwen Fowler, who graduated in 1957, said the memoryof dead babies
would return to her ln the night for years afterwards.


