PRESSCLUB

Freedom from
Or freedom of ?

How to win the Fol battle

Hear two of Melbourne's top investigative reporters on new tactics
journalists can use to overcome refusals under the Freedom of
Information Act.

Michael Bachelard and Ben Butler will discuss Bachelard's recent
significant win in the Federal Court in a case that involved a

police internal investigation, the Ben Roberts-Smith case, and an
emphatic full bench judgment in favour of disclosure.

About our guests

Michael Bachelard is a senior writer and former deputy editor
and investigations editor of The Age. He has worked in Canberra,
Melbourne and Jakarta, has written two books and won multiple
awards for journalism, including the Gold Walkley. (He's also
president of the Melbourne Press Club.)

Ben Butler has investigated everything from bikie gangs to
multibillion dollar international frauds. He has been News Corp'’s
National Investigations Editor, and has worked for The Age,
The Australian and Guardian Australia. He now works at the ABC.

Moderated by William Summers, a British-Australian journalist
who specialises in Fol and MP allowances, and author of a
recently published Fol guide for Australian journalists.

Date & Time
Tuesday 27 May 2025
6pm for 6.30pm - 8pm

RSVP
COB Friday 23 May

Location

Thomson Geer board rooms
Level 23 Rialto Towers

525 Collins Street, Melbourne

Cost

$25 members
$15 students

335 non-members

Ticket prices include
refreshments and GST.
A booking fee applies

Bookings & Donations
must be made online at
melbournepressclub.com

Cancellations may be
refunded until 48 hours
before event starts

@ Book Now


https://melbournepressclub.com
https://events.humanitix.com/masterclass-how-to-win-the-foi-battle/tickets
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